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THE  AMERICAN'S  CREED 


I  believe  in  the  United  States  of  America  as  a  government  of  the  peo- 
ple, by  the  people,  for  the  people;  whose  just  powers  are  derived  from 
the  consent  of  the  governed;  a  democracy  in  a  republic;  a  sovereign 
nation  of  many  sovereign  states;  a  perfect  Union,  one  and  inseparable; 
established  upon  those  principles  of  freedom,  equality,  justice,  and 
humanity  for  which  American  patriots  sacrificed  their  lives  and 
fortunes. 

I  therefore  believe  it  is  my  duty  to  my  country  to  love  it,  to  support 
its  Constitution,  to  obey  its  laws,  to  respect  its  flag,  and  to  defend  it 
against  all  enemies. 

WILLIAM  TYLER  PAGE 


THE  DECLARATION 
OF  INDEPENDENCE 

IN  CONGRESS,  JULY  4,   1776 


The  Unanimous  Declaration  of  the 
Thirteen  United  States  of  America 

When  in  the  course  of  human  events,  it  becomes  necessary  for  one 
people  to  dissolve  the  political  bands  which  have  connected  them  with 
another,  and  to  assume  among  the  powers  of  the  earth,  the  separate 
and  equal  station  to  which  the  Laws  of  Nature  and  of  Nature's  God 
entitles  them,  a  decent  respect  to  the  opinions  of  mankind  requires 
that  they  should  declare  the  causes  which  impel  them  to  the  separa- 
tion. 

We  hold  these  truths  to  be  self-evident,  that  all  men  are  created  equal, 
that   they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with  certain  unalienable 
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rights,  that  among  these  are  Hfe,  liberty  and  the  pursuit  of  happi- 
ness. That  to  secure  these  rights,  governments  are  instituted  among 
men,  deriving  their  just  powers  from  the  consent  of  the  governed. 
That  whenever  any  form  of  government  becomes  destructive  of 
these  ends,  it  is  the  right  of  the  people  to  alter  or  to  abolish  it,  and  to 
institute  new  government,  laying  its  foundation  on  such  principles 
and  organizing  its  powers  in  such  form,  as  to  them  shall  seem  most 
likely  to  effect  their  safety  and  happiness.  Prudence,  indeed,  will 
dictate  that  governments  long  established  should  not  be  changed  for 
light  and  transient  causes;  and  accordingly  all  experience  hath  shown, 
that  mankind  are  more  disposed  to  suffer,  while  evils  are  sufferable, 
than  to  right  themselves  by  abolishing  the  forms  to  which  they  are 
accustomed.  But  when  a  long  train  of  abuses  and  usurpations,  pur- 
suing invariably  the  same  object,  evinces  a  design  to  reduce  them 
under  absolute  despotism,  it  is  their  right,  it  is  their  duty,  to  throw 
off  such  government,  and  to  provide  new  guards  for  their  future 
security.  Such  has  been  the  patient  sufferance  of  these  colonies;  and 
such  is  now  the  necessity  which  constrains  them  to  alter  their  former 
systems  of  government.  The  history  of  the  present  King  of  Great 
Britain  is  a  history  of  repeated  injuries  and  usurpations,  all  having 
in  direct  object  the  establishment  of  an  absolute  tyranny  over  these 
States.  To  prove  this,  let  facts  be  submitted  to  a  candid  world. 

He  has  refused  his  assent  to  laws,  the  most  wholesome  and  necessary 
for  the  public  good. 

He  has  forbidden  his  governors  to  pass  laws  of  immediate  and  press- 
ing importance,  unless  suspended  in  their  operation  till  his  assent 
should  be  obtained;  and  when  so  suspended,  he  has  utterly  neglected 
to  attend  to  them. 

He  has  refused  to  pass  other  laws  for  the  accommodation  of  large 
districts  of  people,  unless  those  people  would  relinquish  the  right  of 
representation  in  the  legislature,  a  right  inestimable  to  them  and 
formidable  to  tyrants  only. 

He  has  called  together  legislative  bodies  at  places  unusual,  uncomfort- 
able, and  distant  from  the  depository  of  their  public  records,  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  fatiguing  them  into  compliance  with  his  measures. 

He  has  dissolved  representative  houses  repeatedly,  for  opposing  with 
manly  firmness  his  invasions  on  the  rights  of  the  people. 

He  has  refused  for  a  long  time,  after  such  dissolutions,  to  cause  others 
to  be  elected;  whereby  the  legislative  powers,  incapable  of  annihila- 
tion, have  returned  to  the  people  at  large  for  their  exercise;  the  State 
remaining  in  the  meantime  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  invasion  from 
without,  and  convulsions  within. 
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He  has  endeavored  to  prevent  the  population  of  these  States;  for  that 
purpose  obstructing  the  laws  for  naturalization  of  foreigners;  re- 
fusing to  pass  others  to  encourage  their  migrations  hither,  and  raising 
the  conditions  of  new  appropriations  of  lands. 

He  has  obstructed  the  administration  of  justice,  by  refusing  his  assent 
to  laws  for  establishing  judiciary  powers. 

He  has  made  judges  dependent  on  his  will  alone,  for  the  tenure  of 
their  offices,  and  the  amount  and  payment  of  their  salaries. 

He  has  erected  a  multitude  of  new  offices,  and  sent  hither  swarms  of 
officers  to  harass  our  people,  and  eat  out  their  substance. 

He  has  kept  among  us,  in  times  of  peace,  standing  armies  without  the 
consent  of  our  legislature. 

He  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of  and  superior  to 
the  civil  power. 

He  has  combined  with  others  to  subject  us  to  a  jurisdiction  foreign  to 
our  constitution,  and  unacknowledged  by  our  laws,  giving  his  assent 
to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation: 

For  quartering  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  among  us: 

For  protecting  them,  by  a  mock  trial,  from  punishment  for  any 
murders  which  they  should  commit  on  the  inhabitants  of  these  States: 

For  cutting  off  our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world: 

For  imposing  taxes  on  us  without  our  consent: 

For  depriving  us  in  many  cases  of  the  benefits  of  trial  by  jury: 

For  transporting  us  beyond  seas  to  be  tried  for  pretended  offenses: 

For  abolishing  the  free  system  of  English  laws  in  a  neighboring  prov- 
ince, establishing  therein  an  arbitrary  government,  and  enlarging 
its  boundaries  so  as  to  render  it  at  once  an  example  and  fit  instrument 
for  introducing  the  same  absolute  rule  into  these  colonies: 

For  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most  valuable  laws, 
and  altering  fundamentally  the  forms  of  our  governments: 

For  suspending  our  own  legislatures,  and  declaring  themselves  in- 
vested with  power  to  legislate  for  us  in  all  cases  whatsoever. 

He  has  abdicted  government  here,  by  declaring  us  out  of  his  pro- 
tection and  waging  war  against  us. 

He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burnt  our  towns,  and 
destroyed  the  lives  of  our  people. 
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He  is  at  this  time  transporting  large  armies  of  foreign  mercenaries 
to  complete  the  works  of  death,  desolation  and  tyranny,  already 
begun  with  circumstances  of  cruelty  and  perfidy  scarcely  paralleled 
in  the  most  barbarous  ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a 
civilized  nation. 

He  has  constrained  our  fellow-citizens  taken  captive  on  the  high  seas 
to  bear  arms  against  their  country,  to  become  the  executioners  of 
their  friends  and  brethren,  or  to  fall  themselves  by  their  hands. 

He  has  excited  domestic  insurrections  amongst  us,  and  has  endeavored 
to  bring  on  the  inhabitants  of  our  frontiers,  the  merciless  Indian  sav- 
ages, whose  known  rule  of  warfare  is  an  undistinguished  destruction 
of  all  ages,  sexes,  and  conditions. 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions  we  have  petitioned  for  redress 
in  the  most  humble  terms:  Our  repeated  petitions  have  been  answered 
only  by  repeated  injury.  A  prince,  whose  character  is  thus  marked 
by  every  act  which  may  define  a  tyrant,  is  unfit  to  be  the  ruler  of  a 
free  people. 

Nor  have  we  been  wanting  in  attentions  to  our  British  brethren.  We 
have  warned  them  from  time  to  time  of  attempts  by  their  legislature 
to  extend  an  unwarrantable  jurisdiction  over  us.  We  have  reminded 
them  of  the  circumstances  of  our  emigration  and  settlement  here.  We 
have  appealed  to  their  native  justice  and  magnanimity,  and  we  have 
conjured  them  by  the  ties  of  our  common  kindred  to  disavow  these 
usurpations,  which  would  inevitably  interrupt  our  connections  and 
correspondence.  They  too  have  been  deaf  to  the  voice  of  justice  and  of 
consanguinity.  We  must,  therefore,  acquiesce  in  the  necessity  which 
denounces  our  separation,  and  hold  them,  as  we  hold  the  rest  of  man- 
kind, enemies  in  war,  in  peace  friends. 

We,  therefore,  the  Representatives  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
in  General  Congress,  assembled,  appealing  to  the  Supreme  Judge  of 
the  world  for  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions,  do,  in  the  name,  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  these  colonies,  solemnly  pub- 
lish and  declare,  that  these  United  Colonies  are,  and  of  right  ought 
to  be  free  and  independent  states;  that  they  are  absolved  from  all 
allegiance  to  the  British  Crown,  and  that  all  political  connection 
between  them  and  the  state  of  Great  Britain,  is  and  ought  to  be  totally 
dissolved;  and  that  as  free  and  independent  states,  they  have  full 
power  to  levy  war,  conclude  peace,  contract  alliances,  establish 
commerce,  and  to  do  all  other  acts  and  things  which  independent 
states  may  of  right  do.  And  for  the  support  of  this  declaration,  with 
a  firm  reliance  on  the  protection  of  Divine  Providence,  we  mutually 
pledge  to  each  other  our  lives,  our  fortunes,  and  our  sacred  honor. 
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Colony        Occupation        Bom 


Birthplace 
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Adams,  John Mass. 

Adams,  Samuel Mass. 

Bartlett,  Josiah N.H. . 

Braxton,  Carter Va.  .  . 

Carroll,  Charles Md.    . 

Chase,  Samuel Md.    . 

Clark,  Abraham N.J.    . 

Clymer,  George Pa.  .  . 

EUery,  William R.I. .  . 

Floyd,  WUliam N.Y.  . 

Franklin,  Benjamin  ....  Pa.  .  . 

Gerry,  Elbridge Mass. 

Gwinnett,  Button Ga. .  . 

Hancock,  John Mass. 

Hall,  Lyman Ga. .  . 

Harrison,  Benjamin  ....  Va.  .  . 

Hart,  John N.J.    . 

Hewes,  Joseph N.C.  . 

Heyward,  Thomas,  Jr.  .  .  B.C.  . 

Hooper,  Wilham N.C.  . 

Hopkins,  Stephen R.I. .  . 

Hopkinson,  Francis  ....  N.J.    . 
Huntington,  Samuel.  .  .  .  Conn. 

Jefferson,  Thomas Va.  .  . 

Lee,  Richard  Henry ....  Va.  .  . 
Lee,  Francis  Lightfoot  .  .  Va.  .  . 

Lewis,  Francis N.Y.  . 

Livingston,  Philip N.Y.  . 

Lynch,  Thomas,  Jr S.C.  . 

McKean,  Thomas Del.  . 

Middleton,  Arthur S.C.   . 

Morris,  Lewis N.Y.  . 

Morris,  Robert Pa.  .  . 

Morton,  John Pa.  .  . 

Nelson,  Thomas,  Jr.    ...  Va.  .  . 

Paca,  William Md.    . 

Paine,  Robert  Treat.  .  .  .  Mass. 

Penn,  John N.C.  . 

Read,  George Del.   . 

Rodney,  Caesar Del.   . 

Ross,  George Pa.  .  . 

Rush,  Benjamin Pa.  .  . 

Rutledge,  Edward S.C.  . 

Sherman,  Roger Conn. 

Smith,  James Pa.  .  , 

Stockton,  Richard N.J.   , 

Stone,  Thomas Md. 

Taylor,  George Pa.  . 

Thornton,  Matthew  ....  N.H. 

Walton,  George Ga. . 

Whipple,  Wmiam N.H. 

Williams,  William Conn 

Wilson,  James Pa.  . 

Witherspoon,  John N.J. 

Wolcott,  Oliver Conn 

Wythe,  George Va.  . 


Lawyer 1735 

Merchant  ...  1722 
Physician  .  .  .  1729 

Planter 1736 

Lawyer 1737 

Lawyer 1741 

Lawyer 1726 

Merchant  .  .  .  1739 

Lawyer 1727 

Farmer 1734 

Printer 1706 

Merchant  .  .  .  1744 
Merchant  ...  1732 
Merchant  .  .  .  1737 
Physician  .  .  .  1731 

Farmer 1740 

Farmer 1715 

Lawyer 1730 

Lawyer 1746 

Lawyer 1742 

Farmer 1707 

Lawyer 1737 

Lawyer 1732 

Lawyer 1743 

Soldier 1732 

Farmer 1734 

Merchant  .  .  .  1713 
Merchant  .  .  .  1716 

Lawyer 1749 

Lawyer 1734 

Lawyer 1743 

Farmer 1726 

Merchant  .  .  .  1734 
Surveyor.  .  .  .  1724 
Statesman.  .  .  1738 

Lawyer 1740 

Lawyer 1731 

Lawyer 1741 

Lawyer 1734 

General  ....  1730 

Lawyer 1730 

Physician.  .  .  .1745 

Lawyer 1749 

Shoemaker  .  .  1721 

Lawyer 1710 

Lawyer 1730 

Lawyer 1742 

Physician  .  .  .  1716 
Physician  .  .  .  1714 

Lawyer 1740 

Sailor 1730 

Statesman.  .  .  1731 

Lawyer 1742 

Minister  ....  1723 
Physician  .  .  1726 
Lawyer 1726 


Braintree,  Mass 1826 

Boston,  Mass 1803 

Amesbury,  Mass 1795 

Newington,  Va 1797 

Annapolis,  Md 1832 

Somerset  Co.,  Md 1811 

Elizabethtown,  N.J 1794 

Philadelphia,  Pa 1813 

Newport,  R.I 1820 

Setauket,  N.Y 1821 

Boston,  Mass 1790 

Marblehead,  Mass 1814 

England 1777 

Braintree,  Mass 1793 

Connecticut 1784 

Berkeley,  Va 1791 

Hopewell,  N.J 1780 

Kingston,  N.J 1779 

St.  Luke's,  S.C 1809 

Boston,  Mass 1790 

Scituate,  Mass 1785 

Philadelphia,  Pa 1791 

Windham,  Conn 1796 

Shadwell,  Va 1826 

Stratford,  Va 1794 

Stratford,  Va 1797 

Llandaff,  Wales 1803 

Albany,  N.Y 1778 

Prince  Georges  Co.,  S.C.  .  .  1779 

New  London,  Pa 1817 

Middleton  PI.,  S.C 1788 

Morrisania,  N.Y 1798 

Lancashire,  England 1806 

Ridley,  Pa 1777 

York,  Va 1789 

Wye  Hall,  Md 1799 

Boston,  Mass 1814 

Caroline  Co.,  Va 1788 

Cecil  Co.,  Md 1798 

Dover,  Del 1783 

New  Castle,  Del 1779 

Berberry,  Pa 1813 

Charleston,  S.C 1800 

Newton,  Mass 1793 

Ireland 1806 

Princeton,  N.J 1781 

Pointoin  Manor,  Md 1787 

Ireland 1781 

Ireland 1803 

Frederick  Co.,  Va 1804 

Kittery,  Me 1785 

Lebanon,  Conn 1811 

St.  Andrews,  Scotland  ....  1798 

Yester,  Scotland 1794 

Windsor,  Conn 1797 

Elizabeth  Co..  Va 1806 
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THE 
CONSTITUTION 

OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES 


(Those  portions  of  the  Constitution  printed  in  brackets  have  been  changed  by 
amendment.  The  descriptive  headings  have  been  added  for  your  convenience.) 


Preamble 

We  the  people  of  the  United  States,  in  order  to  form  a  more  perfect 
Union,  establish  justice,  insure  domestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the 
common  defense,  promote  the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  to  ourselves  and  our  posterity,  do  ordain  and  establish 
this  Constitution  for  the  United  States  of  America. 

ARTICLE  I.     THE  LEGISLATIVE  BRANCH 

SECTION  1.    CONGRESS 

All  legislative  powders  herein  granted  shall  be  vested  in  a  Congress  of 
the  United  States,  which  shall  consist  of  a  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives. 
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SECTION  2.  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES 

1.  ELECTION  AND  TERM  OF  OFFICE.  The  Housc  of  Representatives  shall  be 
composed  of  members  chosen  every  second  year  by  the  people  of 
the  several  states,  and  the  electors  in  each  state  shall  have  the  quali- 
fications requisite  for  electors  of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the 
state  legislature. 

2.  QUALffiCATioNS  FOR  REPRESENTATIVES.  No  person  shall  be  a  representa- 
tive who  shall  not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  twenty-five  years,  and 
been  seven  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not, 
when  elected,  be  an  inhabitant  of  that  state  in  which  he  shall  be  cho- 


3.  APPORTIONMENT  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  AND  DIRECT  TAXES.  Representatives 
[and  direct  taxes]  shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  states  which 
may  be  included  within  this  Union,  according  to  their  respective  num- 
bers, [which  shall  be  determined  by  adding  to  the  whole  number  of 
free  persons,  including  those  bound  to  service  for  a  term  of  years, 
and  excluding  Indians  not  taxed,  three-fifths  of  all  other  persons.] 
The  actual  enumeration  shall  be  made  within  three  years  after  the 
first  meeting  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  and  within  every 
subsequent  term  of  ten  years,  in  such  manner  as  they  shall  by  law 
direct.  The  number  of  representatives  shall  not  exceed  1  for  every 
30,000,  but  each  state  shall  have  at  least  1  representative;  [and  until 
such  enumeration  shall  be  made,  the  state  of  New  Hampshire  shall 
be  entitled  to  choose  3;  Massachusetts,  8;  Rhode  Island  and  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  1;  Connecticut,  5;  New  York,  6;  New  Jersey,  4; 
Pennsylvania,  8;  Delaware,  1;  Maryland,  6;  Virginia,  10;  North  Caro- 
lina, 5;  South  Carolina  5;  and  Georgia  3.] 

4.  HOUSE  VACANCIES  ARE  FILLED  BY  ELECTIONS.  When  vacanices  happen  in 
the  representation  from  any  state,  the  executive  authority  thereof 
shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies. 

5.  HOW  HOUSE  omcERS  ARE  CHOSEN  AND  IMPEACHED.  The  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives shall  choose  their  Speaker  and  other  officers;  and  shall 
have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment. 

SECTION    3.    SENATE 

1.  NUMBER  OF  SENATORS  AND  TERM  OF  OFHCE.  The  Senate  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  composed  of  two  senators  from  each  state,  [chosen 
by  the  legislature  therof,]  for  six  years,  and  each  senator  shall  have  one 
vote. 

2.  CLASsincATioN  OF  SENATORS.  [Immediately  after  they  shall  be  assem- 
bled in  consequence  of  the  first  election,  they  shall  be  divided  as 
equally  as  may  be  into  three  classes.  The  seats  of  the  senators  of  the 
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first  class  shall  be  vacated  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  year,  of  the 
second  class  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year,  and  of  the  third  class 
at  the  expiration  of  the  sixth  year,  so  that  one-third  may  be  chosen 
every  second  year;  and  if  vacancies  happen  by  resignation,  or  other- 
wise, during  the  recess  of  the  legislature  of  any  state,  the  executive 
thereof  may  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  next  meeting  of 
the  legislature,  which  shall  then  fill  such  vacancies.] 

3.  QUALincATioNS  FOR  SENATORS.  No  person  shall  be  a  senator  who  shall 
not  have  attained  to  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  been  nine  years  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  who  shall  not,  when  elected,  be  an 
inhabitant  of  that  state  for  which  he  shall  be  chosen. 

4.  PRESIDENT  OF  THE  SENATE.  The  Vice-President  of  the  United  States 
shall  be  president  of  the  Senate,  but  shall  have  no  vote,  unless  they 
be  equally  divided. 

5.  SENATE  CHOOSES  ITS  OTHER  OFHCERS.  The  Senate  shall  choose  their 
other  officers,  and  also  a  President  pro  tempore,  in  the  absence  of 
the  Vice-President,  or  when  he  shall  exercise  the  office  of  President 
of  the  United  States. 

6.  SENATE  TRIES  ALL  IMPEACHMENTS.  The  Senate  shall  have  the  sole  power 
to  try  all  impeachments.  When  sitting  for  that  purpose,  they  shall 
be  on  oath  or  affirmation.  When  the  President  of  the  United  States 
is  tried,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  preside;  and  no  person  shall  be  con- 
victed without  the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  the  members  present. 

7.  JUDGMENT  IN  IMPEACHMENT  CASES.  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment 
shall  not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  disqualifi- 
cation to  hold  and  enjoy  any  office  of  honor,  trust,  or  profit  under 
the  United  States;  but  the  party  convicted  shall  nevertheless  be  liable 
and  subject  to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punishment,  according 
to  law. 

SECTION    4.    ELECTIONS    AND    MEETINGS    OF    CONGRESS 

1.  REGULATION  OF  ELECTIONS.  The  times,  places,  and  manner  of  holding 
elections  for  senators  and  representatives  shall  be  prescribed  in  each 
state  by  the  legislature  thereof;  but  the  Congress  may  at  any  time  by 
law  make  or  alter  such  regulations,  except  as  to  the  places  of  choosing 
senators. 

2.  MEETINGS  OF  CONGRESS.  The  Congress  shall  assemble  at  least  once  in 
every  year,  [and  such  meeting  shall  be  on  the  first  Monday  in  Decem- 
ber] unless  they  shall  by  law  appoint  a  different  day. 

SECTION    5.    ORGANIZAnON    AND    RULES    OF    CONGRESS 

1.  MEMBERSHIP  AND  SITTINGS.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  the  elec- 
tions, returns,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority 
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of  each  shall  constitute  a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  smaller  number 
may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the 
attendance  of  absent  members,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such 
penalties,  as  each  house  may  provide. 

2.  RULES  OF  PROCEEDINGS.  Each  house  may  determine  the  rules  of  its 
proceedings,  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior,  and  with 
the  concurrence  of  two  thirds,  expel  a  member. 

3.  JOURNALS  OF  EACH  HOUSE.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  pro- 
ceedings, and  from  time  to  time  publish  the  same,  excepting  such 
parts  as  may  in  their  judgment  require  secrecy;  and  the  yeas  and  nays 
of  the  members  of  either  house  on  any  question  shall,  at  the  desire 
of  one  fifth  of  those  present,  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

4.  ADJOURNMENT  OF  CONGRESS.  Neither  house,  during  the  session  of  Con- 
gress, shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than 
three  days,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses 
shall  be  sitting. 

SECTION  6.  PRIVILEGES  OF  AND  RESTRICTIONS  ON  CONGRESSMEN 

1.  SALARY  AND  PRIVILEGES  OF  MEMBERS.  The  senatOTs  and  representatives 
shall  receive  a  compensation  for  their  services,  to  be  ascertained  by 
law  and  paid  out  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States.  They  shall  in 
all  cases,  except  treason,  felony,  and  breach  of  the  peace,  be  privi- 
leged from  arrest  during  their  attendance  at  the  session  of  their  re- 
spective houses,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  the  same;  and 
for  any  speech  or  debate  in  either  house,  they  shall  not  be  questioned 
in  any  other  place. 

2.  HOLDING  OTHER  FEDERAL  OFHCES  PROHIBITED.  No  senatoT  or  representa- 
tive shall,  during  the  time  for  which  he  was  elected,  be  appointed  to 
any  civil  office  under  the  authority  of  the  United  States,  which  shall 
have  been  created,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been  in- 
creased, during  such  time;  and  no  person  holding  any  office  under 
the  United  States  shall  be  a  member  of  either  house  during  his  con- 
tinuance in  office. 

SECTION  7.  METHOD  OF  PASSING  LAWS 

1.  REVENUE  BILLS.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  House 
of  Representatives;  but  the  Senate  may  propose  or  concur  with 
amendments  as  on  other  bills. 

2.  HOW  A  BILL  BECOMES  A  LAW.  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  the  Senate  shall,  before  it  becomes  a 
law,  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  if  he  approve, 
he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not,  he  shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  that 
house  in  which  it  shall  have  originated,  who  shall  enter  the  objections 
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at  large  on  their  journal,  and  proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If  after  such 
reconsideration  two  thirds  of  that  house  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill, 
it  shall  be  sent,  together  with  the  objections,  to  the  other  house,  by 
which  it  shall  likewise  be  reconsidered,  and,  if  approved  by  two  thirds 
of  that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law.  But  in  all  such  cases  the  votes  of 
both  houses  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names 
of  the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journal  of  each  house  respectively.  If  any  bill  shall  not  be  returned 
by  the  President  within  ten  days  (Sundays  excepted)  after  it  shall 
have  been  presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner 
as  if  he  had  signed  it,  unless  the  Congress  by  their  adjournment  pre- 
vent its  return,  in  which  case  it  shall  not  be  a  law. 

3.  APPROVAL  AND  VETO  POWERS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT.  Evcry  Order,  resolution, 
or  vote  to  which  the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives may  be  necessary  (except  on  a  question  of  adjournment) 
shall  be  presented  to  the  President  of  the  United  States;  and  before 
the  same  shall  take  effect,  shall  be  approved  by  him,  or  being  disap- 
proved by  him  shall  be  repassed  by  two  thirds  of  the  Senate  and  House 
of  Representatives,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitations  prescribed 
in  the  case  of  a  bill. 

SECTION  8.  ENUMERATED  POWERS  DELEGATED  TO  CONGRESS 

The  Congress  shall  have  power 

1.  To  lay  and  collect  taxes,  duties,  imposts,  and  excises,  to  pay  the 
debts  and  provide  for  the  common  defense  and  general  welfare  of  the 
United  States;  but  all  duties,  imposts,  and  excises  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  United  States; 

2.  To  borrow  money  on  the  credit  of  the  United  States; 

3.  To  regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations,  and  among  the  several 
states,  and  with  the  Indian  tribes; 

4.  To  establish  a  uniform  rule  of  naturalization,  and  uniform  laws  on 
the  subject  of  bankruptcies  throughout  the  United  States; 

5.  To  coin  money,  regulate  the  value  thereof,  and  of  foreign  coin, 
and  fix  the  standard  of  weights  and  measures; 

6.  To  provide  for  the  punishment  of  counterfeiting  the  securities  and 
current  coin  of  the  United  States; 

7.  To  establish  post  offices  and  post  roads; 

8.  To  promote  the  progress  of  science  and  useful  arts  by  securing  for 
limited  times  to  authors  and  inventors  the  exclusive  right  to  their 
respective  writings  and  discoveries; 
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9.  To  constitute  tribunals  inferior  to  the  Supreme  Court; 

10.  To  define  and  punish  piracies  and  felonies  committed  on  the  high 
seas  and  offenses  against  the  law  of  nations; 

11.  To  declare  war,  [grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal,!  and  make 
rules  concerning  captures  on  land  and  water; 

12.  To  raise  and  support  armies,  but  no  appropriation  of  money  to 
that  use  shall  be  for  a  longer  term  than  two  years; 

13.  To  provide  and  maintain  a  navy; 

14.  To  make  rules  for  the  government  and  regulation  of  the  land  and 
naval  forces; 

15.  To  provide  for  calling  forth  the  militia  to  execute  the  laws  of  the 
Union,  suppress  insurrections,  ,and  repel  invasions; 

16.  To  provide  for  organizing,  arming,  and  disciplining  the  militia, 
and  for  governing  such  part  of  them  as  may  be  employed  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  United  States,  reserving  to  the  states,  respectively,  the 
appointment  of  the  officers,  and  the  authority  of  training  the  militia 
according  to  the  discipline  prescribed  by  Congress; 

17.  To  exercise  exclusive  legislation  in  all  cases  whatsoever,  over  such 
district  (not  exceeding  ten  miles  square)  as  may,  by  cession  of  par- 
ticular states,  and  the  acceptance  of  Congress,  become  the  seat  of  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States,  and  to  exercise  like  authority  over  all 
places  purchased  by  the  consent  of  the  legislature  of  the  state  in  which 
the  same  shall  be,  for  the  erection  of  forts,  magazines,  arsenals,  dock- 
yards, and  other  needful  buildings;  — and 

18.  IMPLIED  POWERS.  To  make  all  laws  which  shall  be  necessary  and 
proper  for  carrying  into  execution  the  foregoing  powers,  and  all  other 
powers  vested  by  this  Constitution  in  the  government  of  the  United 
States,  or  in  any  department  or  officer  thereof. 

SECTION  9.  POWERS  DENIED  TO  THE  FEDERAL  GOVERNMENT 

1.  [The  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  states 
now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit  shall  not  be  prohibited  by 
the  Congress  prior  to  the  year  1808;  but  a  tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed 
on  such  importation,  not  exceeding  $10  for  each  person.] 

2.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
unless  when  in  cases  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  may 
require  it. 

3.  No  bill  of  attainder  or  ex  post  facto  law  shall  be  passed. 

4.  No  capitation  or  other  direct  tax  shall  be  laid,  unless  in  proportion 
to  the  census  or  enumeration  herein  before  directed  to  be  taken. 
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5.  No  tax  or  duty  shall  be  laid  on  articles  exported  from  any  state. 

6.  No  preference  shall  be  given  by  any  regulation  of  commerce  or 
revenue  to  the  ports  of  one  state  over  those  of  another;  nor  shall 
vessels  bound  to,  or  from,  one  state  be  obliged  to  enter,  clear,  or  pay 
duties  in  another. 

7.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury,  but  in  consequence  of 
appropriations  made  by  law;  and  a  regular  statement  and  account  of 
the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  all  public  money  shall  be  published 
from  time  to  time. 

8.  No  title  of  nobility  shall  be  granted  by  the  United  States;  and  no 
person  holding  any  office  of  profit  or  trust  under  them,  shall,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Congress,  accept  of  any  present  emolument,  office, 
or  title,  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  state. 

SECTION  10.  POWERS  DENIED  TO  THE  STATES 

1.  No  state  shall  enter  into  any  treaty,  alliance,  or  confederation; 
grant  letters  of  marque  and  reprisal;  coin  money;  emit  bills  of  credit, 
make  anything  but  gold  and  silver  coin  a  tender  in  payment  of  debts; 
pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto  law,  or  law  impairing  the  obli- 
gation of  contracts,  or  grant  any  title  of  nobility. 

2.  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  the  Congress,  lay  any  imposts 
or  duties  on  imports  or  exports,  except  what  may  be  absolutely  nec- 
essary for  executing  its  inspection  laws;  and  the  net  produce  of  all 
duties  and  imposts,  laid  by  any  state  on  imports  or  exports,  shall  be 
for  the  use  of  the  Treasury  of  the  United  States;  and  all  such  laws 
shall  be  subject  to  the  revision  and  control  of  the  Congress. 

3.  No  state  shall,  without  the  consent  of  Congress,  lay  any  duty  of 
tonnage,  keep  troops,  or  ships  of  war  in  time  of  peace,  enter  into  any 
agreement  or  compact  with  another  state,  or  with  a  foreign  power, 
or  engage  in  war,  unless  actually  invaded,  or  in  such  imminent  danger 
as  will  not  admit  of  delay. 

ARTICLE  II.     THE  EXECUTIVE  BRANCH 

SECTION  1.  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT 

1.  TERM  OF  omcE.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  President 
of  the  United  States  of  America.  He  shall  hold  his  office  during  the 
term  of  four  years,  and  together  with  the  Vice-President,  chosen  for 
the  same  term,  be  elected  as  follows: 

2.  ELECTORAL  SYSTEM.  Each  State  shall  appoint,  in  such  manner  as  the 
legislature  thereof  may  direct,  a  number  of  electors,  equal  to  the  whole 
number  of  senators  and  representatives  to  which  the  state  may  be 
entitled  in  the  Congress;  but  no  senator  or  representative,  or  person 
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holding  an  office  of  trust  or  profit  under  the  United  States  shall  be 
appointed  an  elector. 

3.  ORIGINAL  METHOD  OF  CHOOSING  THE  PRESIDENT  AND  VICE-PRESIDENT.  [The 

electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states,  and  vote  by  ballot  for  two 
persons,  of  whom  one  at  least  shall  not  be  an  inhabitant  of  the  same 
state  with  themselves.  And  they  shall  make  a  list  of  all  the  persons 
voted  for,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each;  which  list  they  shall 
sign  and  certify,  and  transmit  sealed  to  the  seat  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States,  directed  to  the  president  of  the  Senate.  The  presi- 
dent of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate  and  House  of 
Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates,  and  the  votes  shall  then 
be  counted.  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall 
be  the  President;  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of  the  whole  number 
of  electors  appointed;  and  if  there  be  more  than  one  who  have  such 
majority,  and  have  an  equal  number  of  votes,  then  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives shall  immediately  choose  by  ballot  one  of  them  for  Presi- 
dent; and  if  no  person  have  a  majority,  then  from  the  five  highest 
on  the  list  the  said  House  shall  in  like  manner  choose  the  President. 
But  in  choosing  the  President  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the 
representation  from  each  state  having  one  vote.  A  quorum  for  this 
purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members  from  two-thirds  of  the 
states,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
In  every  case,  after  the  choice  of  the  President,  the  person  having 
the  greatest  number  of  votes  of  the  electors  shall  be  the  Vice-President. 
But  if  there  should  remain  two  or  more  who  have  equal  votes,  the 
Senate  shall  choose  from  them  by  ballot  the  Vice-President.] 

4.  TIME  OF  CHOOSING  ELECTORS.  The  Congress  may  determine  the  time  of 
choosing  the  electors,  and  the  day  on  which  they  shall  give  their  votes; 
which  day  shall  be  the  same  throughout  the  United  States. 

5.  QUALIFICATIONS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT.  No  person  exccpt  a  natural-born 
citizen,  [or  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  this  Constitution,]  shall  be  eligible  to  the  office  of  President;  neither 
shall  any  person  be  eligible  to  that  office  who  shall  not  have  attained 
to  the  age  of  thirty-five  years,  and  been  fourteen  years  a  resident 
within  the  United  States. 

6.  PROVISION  IN  CASE  OF  HIS  DISABILITY.  [In  casc  of  the  removal  of  the 
President  from  office,  or  of  his  death,  resignation,  or  inability  to  dis- 
charge the  powers  and  duties  of  the  said  office,  the  same  shall  devolve 
on  the  Vice-Presidtnt,  and  the  Congress  may  by  law  provide  for  the 
case  of  removal,  death,  resignation,  or  inability,  both  of  the  Pres- 
ident and  Vice-President,  declaring  what  officer  shall  then  act  as 
President,  and  such  officer  shall  act  accordingly,  until  the  disabil- 
ability  be  removed,  or  a  President  shall  be  elected.] 
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7.  SALARY  OF  THE  PRESIDENT.  The  President  shall,  at  stated  times,  receive 
for  his  services,  a  compensation,  which  shall  neither  be  increased  nor 
diminished  during  the  period  for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected, 
and  he  shall  not  receive  within  that  period  any  other  emolument  from 
the  United  States,  or  any  of  them. 

8.  OATH  OF  OFFICE  OF  THE  PRESIDENT.  BcfoFC  he  enter  on  the  execution  of 
his  office,  he  shall  take  the  following  oath  or  affirmation:  — "I  do 
solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully  execute  the  office  of 
President  of  the  United  States,  and  will  to  the  best  of  my  abiUty,  pre- 
serve, protect,  and  defend  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States." 

SECTION   2.  POWERS  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

1.  PRESIDENT'S  POWER  OVER  THE  MILITARY  AND  EXECUTIVE  DEPARTMENTS;  RE- 
PRIEVES AND  PARDONS.  The  President  shall  be  Commander  in  Chief 
of  the  Army  and  Navy  of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  militia  of  the 
several  states,  when  called  into  the  actual  service  of  the  United  States; 
he  may  require  the  opinion,  in  writing,  of  the  principal  officer  in  each 
of  the  executive  departments,  upon  any  subject  relating  to  the  duties 
of  their  respective  offices,  and  he  shall  have  power  to  grant  reprieves 
and  pardons  for  offenses  against  the  United  States,  except  in  cases  of 
impeachment. 

2.  PRESIDENT'S  POWER  TO  MAKE  TREATIES  AND  APPOINTMENTS.   He  shall  have 

power,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  make 
treaties,  provided  two  thirds  of  the  senators  present  concur;  and  he 
shall  nominate,  and  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
shall  appoint  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  judges 
of  the  Supreme  Court,  and  all  other  officers  of  the  United  States, 
whose  appointments  are  not  herein  otherwise  provided  for,  and  which 
shall  be  established  by  law;  but  the  Congress  may  by  law  vest  the 
appointment  of  such  inferior  officers,  as  they  think  proper,  in  the 
President  alone,  in  the  courts  of  law,  or  in  the  heads  of  departments. 

3.  PRESIDENT  MAY  FILL  VACANCIES.  The  President  shall  have  power  to  fill 
up  all  vacancies  that  may  happen  during  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  by 
granting  commissions  which  shall  expire  at  the  end  of  their  next  ses- 
sion. 

SECTION  3.  DUTIES  OF  THE  PRESIDENT 

He  shall  from  time  to  time  give  to  the  Congress  information  of  the 
state  of  the  Union,  and  recommend  to  their  consideration  such  mea- 
sures as  he  shall  judge  necessary  and  expedient;  he  may,  on  extra- 
ordinary occasions,  convene  both  houses,  or  either  of  them,  and  in 
case  of  disagreement  between  them,  with  respect  to  the  time  of  ad- 
journment, he  may  adjourn  them  to  such  time  as  he  shall  think  proper; 
he  shall  receive  ambassadors  and  other  public  ministers;  he  shall  take 
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care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed,  and  shall  commission  all  the 
officers  of  the  United  States. 

SECTION  4.  GOVERNMENT  OFFICIALS  MAY  BE  REMOVED 

The  President,  Vice-President,  and  all  civil  officers  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  removed  from  office  on  impeachment  for,  and  con- 
viction of,  treason,  bribery,  or  other  high  crimes  and  misdemeanors. 

ARTICLE  III.     THE  JUDICIAL  BRANCH 

SECTION  1.  FEDERAL  COURTS 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  be  vested  in  one  Supreme 
Court,  and  in  such  inferior  courts  as  the  Congress  may  from  time  to 
time  ordain  and  establish.  The  judges,  both  of  the  Supreme  and 
inferior  courts,  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior,  and 
shall,  at  stated  times,  receive  for  their  services  a  compensation,  which 
shall  not  be  diminished  during  their  continuance  in  office. 

SECTION  2.  JURISDICTION  OF  FEDERAL  COURTS 

1.  GENERAL  JURISDICTION.  The  judicial  power  shall  extend  to  all  cases, 
in  law  and  equity,  arising  under  this  Constitution,  the  laws  of  the 
United  States,  and  treaties  made  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  their 
authority;  to  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors,  other  public  ministers 
and  consuls;  to  all  cases  of  admiralty  and  maritime  jurisdiction;  to 
controversies  to  which  the  United  States  shall  be  a  party;  to  contro- 
versies between  two  or  more  states;  between  a  state  and  citizens  of 
another  state;  between  citizens  of  different  states;  between  citizens  of 
the  same  state  claiming  lands  under  grants  of  different  states,  and 
between  a  state,  or  the  citizens  thereof,  and  foreign  states,  citizens, 
or  subjects. 

2.  JURISDICTION  OF  THE  SUPREME  COURT.  In  all  cases  affecting  ambassadors, 
other  public  ministers  and  consuls,  and  those  in  which  a  state  shall 
be  a  party,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  original  jurisdiction.  In  all 
the  other  cases  before  mentioned,  the  Supreme  Court  shall  have  ap- 
pellate jurisdiction,  both  as  to  law  and  fact,  with  such  exceptions, 
and  under  such  regulations  as  the  Congress  shall  make. 

3.  CONDUCT  OF  FEDERAL  TRIALS.  The  trial  of  all  crimes,  except  in  cases  of 
impeachment,  shall  be  by  jury;  and  such  trial  shall  be  held  in  the  state 
where  the  said  crimes  shall  have  been  committted;  but  when  not  com- 
mitted within  any  state,  the  trial  shall  be  at  such  place  or  places  as  the 
Congress  may  by  law  have  directed. 

SECTION  3.  TREASON 

1.  TREASON  DEFINED.  Treason  against  the  United  States  shall  consist 
only  in  levying  war  against  them,  or  in  adhering  to  their  enemies, 
giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  person  shall  be  convicted  of  treason 
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unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  witnesses  to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on 
confession  in  open  court. 

2.  PUNISHING  TREASON.  The  Congrcss  shall  have  power  to  declare  the 
punishment  of  treason,  but  no  attainder  of  treason  shall  work  cor- 
ruption of  blood  or  forfeiture  except  during  the  life  of  the  person 
attainted. 

ARTICLE  IV.     INTERSTATE  RELATIONS 

SECTION  1.  A  STATE  MUST  ACCEPT  PUBLIC  ACTS  OF  OTHER  STATES. 

Full  faith  and  credit  shall  be  given  in  each  state  to  the  public  acts, 
records,  and  judicial  proceedings  of  every  other  state.  And  the  Con- 
gress may  by  general  laws  prescribe  the  manner  in  which  such  acts, 
records,  and  proceedings  shall  be  proved,  and  the  effect  thereof. 

SECTION  2.  PRIVILEGES  OF  CITIZENS 

1.  PRIVILEGES  AND  IMMUNITIES  OF  CITIZENS.  The  citizens  of  each  state  shall 
be  entitled  to  all  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  several 
states. 

2.  EXTRADITION  OF  ACCUSED  CRIMINALS.  A  person  charged  in  any  state 
with  treason,  felony,  or  other  crime,  who  shall  flee  from  justice,  and 
be  found  in  another  state,  shall  on  demand  of  the  executive  authority 
of  the  state  from  which  he  fled,  be  delivered  up,  to  be  removed  to  the 
state  having  jurisdiction  of  the  crime. 

3.  RETURN  OF  FUGITIVE  SLAVES.  [No  person  held  in  service  or  labor  in  one 
state,  under  the  laws  thereof,  escaping  into  another,  shall  in  conse- 
quence of  any  law  or  regulation  therein,  be  discharged  from  such 
service  or  labor,  but  shall  be  delivered  up  on  claim  of  the  party  to 
whom  such  service  or  labor  may  be  due.] 

SECTION  3.  NEW  STATES  AND  TERRITORIES 

1.  ADMISSION  OF  NEW  STATES.  New  States  may  be  admitted  by  the  Congress 
into  this  Union;  but  no  new  state  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the 
jurisdiction  of  any  other  state;  nor  any  state  be  formed  by  the  junction 
of  two  or  more  states,  or  parts  of  states,  without  the  consent  of  the 
legislatures  of  the  states  concerned  as  well  as  of  the  Congress. 

2.  POWER  OF  CONGRESS  OVER  FEDERAL  TERRITORIES  AND  OTHER  PROPERTY.  The 

Congress  shall  have  power  to  dispose  of  and  make  all  needful  rules 
and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States;  and  nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall  be  so  con- 
strued as  to  prejudice  any  claims  of  the  United  States,  or  of  any  par- 
ticular state. 

SECTION  4.  FEDERAL    GUARANTEES    TO    THE    STATES 

The  United  States  shall  guarantee  to  every  state  in  this  Union  a  re- 
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publican  form  of  government,  and  shall  protect  each  of  them  against 
invasion;  and  on  application  of  the  legislature,  or  of  the  executive 
(when  the  legislature  cannot  be  convened)  against  domestic  violence. 

ARTICLE  V.     AMENDING  THE  CONSTITUTION 

The  Congress,  whenever  two  thirds  of  both  houses  shall  deem  it  nec- 
essary, shall  propose  amendments  to  this  Constitution,  or,  on  the 
application  of  the  legislatures  of  two  thirds  of  the  several  states,  shall 
call  a  convention  for  proposing  amendments,  which,  in  either  case, 
shall  be  valid  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  as  part  of  this  Constitution, 
when  ratified  by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  several  states, 
or  by  conventions  in  three  fourths  thereof,  as  the  one  or  the  other 
mode  of  ratification  may  be  proposed  by  the  Congress;  provided  that 
[no  amendments  which  may  be  made  prior  to  the  year  1808  shall  in 
any  manner  affect  the  first  and  fourth  clauses  in  the  Ninth  Section  of 
the  First  Article;  and  that!  no  state,  without  its  consent,  shall  be  de- 
prived of  its  equal  suffrage  in  the  Senate. 

ARTICLE  VI.     THE  SUPREMACY  OF  THE  CONSTITUTION 

1.  VALIDITY   OF   STANDING    DEBTS    AND    AGREEMENTS    RECOGNIZED.    All    debtS 

contracted  and  engagements  entered  into,  before  the  adoption  of  this 
Constitution  shall  be  as  valid  against  the  United  States  under  this  Con- 
stitution as  under  the  Confederation. 

2.  FEDERAL  LAWS  ARE  ABOVE  STATE  LAWS.  This  Constitution,  and  the  laws 
of  the  United  States  which  shall  be  made  in  pursuance  thereof,  and 
all  treaties  made,  or  which  shall  be  made,  under  the  authority  of  the 
United  States,  shall  be  the  supreme  law  of  the  land;  and  the  judges  in 
every  state  shall  be  bound  thereby,  anything  in  the  constitution  of 
any  state  to  the  contrary  notwithstanding. 

3.  THE  OATH  OF  PUBLIC  OFFICE;  NO  RELIGIOUS  TEST.  The  senators  and  repre- 
sentatives before  mentioned,  and  the  members  of  the  several  state 
legislatures,  and  all  executive  and  judicial  officers,  both  of  the  United 
States  and  of  the  several  states,  shall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation, 
to  support  this  Constitution;  but  no  religious  test  shall  ever  be  re- 
quired as  a  qualification  to  any  office  or  public  trust  under  the  United 
States. 

ARTICLE  VII.     RATIFYING  THE  CONSTITUTION 

The  ratification  of  the  conventions  of  nine  states  shall  be  sufficient 
for  the  establishment  of  this  Constitution  between  the  states  so  rati- 
fying the  same.^ 

'  New  Jersey  ratified  the  Constitution  on  December  18,  1787  —  the  third  state  to  do  so. 
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Done  in  Convention  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  States  present 
the  seventeenth  day  of  September  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thou- 
sand seven  hundred  and  eighty-seven  and  of  the  independence  of  the 
United  States  of  American  the  twelfth.  In  witness  whereof  we  have 
hereunto  subscribed  our  names.  ^ 

George  Washington 
President  and  Deputy  from  Virginia 


AMENDMENTS  TO  THE  CONSTITUTION 

The  first  ten  amendments  were  proposed  by  Congress  on  September  25,  1789 
and  ratified  and  adopted  by  three  fourths  of  the  states  on  December  15,  1791. 
They  are  frequently  called  the  Bill  of  Rights. 

AMENDMENT  I.     FREEDOM  OF  RELIGION,  SPEECH,  PRESS, 
ASSEMBLY,  AND  PETITION 

Congress  shall  make  no  law  respecting  an  establishment  of  religion, 
or  prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof;  or  abridging  the  freedom  of 
speech,  or  of  the  press;  or  the  right  of  the  people  peaceably  to  as- 
semble, and  to  petition  the  government  for  a  redress  of  grievances. 

AMENDMENT  II.     RIGHT  TO  KEEP  AND  BEAR  ARMS 

A  well-regulated  militia,  being  necessary  to  the  security  of  a  free  state, 
the  right  of  the  people  to  keep  and  bear  arms  shall  not  be  infringed. 

AMENDMENT  III.     QUARTERING  OF  SOLDIERS 

No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house,  without 
the  consent  of  the  owner;  nor  in  time  of  war,  but  in  a  manner  to  be 
prescribed  by  law. 

AMENDMENT  IV.     SECURITY  FROM  UNWARRANTABLE 
SEARCHES  AND  SEIZURES 

The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers, 
and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be 


2  There  were  39  signers  from  twelve  of  the  thirteen  states.  The  signers  from  New  Jersey  were  William 
Livingstone  (1723-1790),  David  Brearley  (1745-1790),  William  Paterson  (1745-1806),  and  Jona- 
than Dayton  (1760-1824)  who  was  the  youngest  signer  of  the  Constitution.  These  delegates  played 
an  important  part  in  the  Constitutional  Convention.  They  presented  and  won  the  Convention's 
approval  of  the  New  Jersey  Plan,  which  gave  each  state,  regardless  of  its  population,  equal  repre- 
sentation in  the  Senate. 
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violated;  and  no  warrants  shall  issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  sup- 
ported by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the  place 
to  be  searched,  and  the  person  or  things  to  be  seized. 

AMENDMENT  V.     RIGHTS  OF  THOSE  ACCUSED  OF  A 

CRIME 

No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital,  or  otherwise  infamous, 
crime,  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except 
in  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when 
in  actual  service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger;  nor  shall  any  person 
be  subject  for  the  same  offense  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or 
limb;  nor  shall  be  compelled,  in  any  criminal  case,  to  be  a  witness 
against  himself;  nor  be  deprived  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without 
due  process  of  law;  nor  shall  private  property  be  taken  for  public 
use,  without  just  compensation. 

AMENDMENT  VI.     RIGHT  TO  A  SPEEDY,  PUBLIC, 
AND  JURY  TRIAL  IN  CRIMINAL  CASES 

In  all  criminal  prosecutions,  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  state  and  district 
wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  district  shall  have 
been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the  nature 
and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be  confronted  with  the  witnesses 
against  him;  to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in 
his  favor,  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defense. 

AMENDMENT  VII.     RIGHT  TO  A  JURY  TRIAL  IN 
CIVIL  CASES 

In  suits  at  common  law,  where  the  value  in  controversy  shall  exceed 
twenty  dollars,  the  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  be  preserved,  and  no 
fact  tried  by  a  jury  shall  be  otherwise  reexamined  in  any  court  of  the 
United  States  than  according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law. 

AMENDMENT  VIII.     EXCESSIVE  BAIL,  UNREASONABLE 
FINES,  AND  CRUEL  PUNISHMENT  PROHIBITED 

Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  nor  excessive  fines  imposed,  nor 
cruel  and  unusual  punishment  inflicted. 

AMENDMENT  IX.     POWERS  RESERVED  BY  THE  PEOPLE 

The  enumeration  in  the  Constitution,  of  certain  rights,  shall  not  be 
construed  to  deny  or  disparage  others  retained  by  the  people. 
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AMENDMENT  X.     POWERS  RESERVED  BY  THE  STATES 
OR  THE  PEOPLE 

The  powers  not  delegated  to  the  United  States  by  the  Constitution, 
nor  prohibited  by  it  to  the  states,  are  reserved  to  the  states  respec- 
tively, or  to  the  people. 

AMENDMENT  XI  (1798).     SUITS  AGAINST  STATES 

The  judicial  power  of  the  United  States  shall  not  be  construed  to  ex- 
tend to  any  suit  in  law  or  equity,  commenced  or  prosecuted  against 
one  of  the  United  States,  by  citizens  of  another  state,  or  by  citizens  or 
subjects  of  any  foreign  state. 

AMENDMENT  XII  (1804).     ELECTION  OF  PRESIDENT 
AND  VICE  PRESIDENT 

The  electors  shall  meet  in  their  respective  states,  and  vote  by  ballot 
for  President  and  Vice-President,  one  of  whom,  at  least,  shall  not  be 
an  inhabitant  of  the  same  state  with  themselves;  they  shall  name  in 
their  ballots  the  person  voted  for  as  President,  and  in  distinct  ballots 
the  person  voted  for  as  Vice-President,  and  they  shall  make  distinct 
lists  of  all  persons  voted  for  as  President,  and  of  all  persons  voted 
for  as  Vice-President,  and  of  the  number  of  votes  for  each,  which 
lists  they  shall  sign  and  certify,  and  transmit,  sealed,  to  the  seat  of 
government  of  the  United  States,  directed  to  the  President  of  the 
Senate;  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the  Senate 
and  House  of  Representatives,  open  all  the  certificates  and  the  votes 
shall  then  be  counted;  the  person  having  the  greatest  number  of  votes 
for  President  shall  be  the  President,  if  such  number  be  a  majority  of 
the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed;  and  if  no  person  have  such 
majority,  then  from  the  persons  having  the  highest  numbers  not  ex- 
ceeding three  on  the  list  of  those  voted  for  as  President,  the  House 
of  Representatives  shall  choose  immediately,  by  ballot,  the  President. 
But  in  choosing  the  President,  the  votes  shall  be  taken  by  states,  the 
representation  from  each  state  having  one  vote;  a  quorum  for  this 
purpose  shall  consist  of  a  member  or  members  from  two  thirds  of  the 
states,  and  a  majority  of  all  the  states  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice. 
[And  if  the  House  of  Representatives  shall  not  choose  a  President 
whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  devolve  upon  them,  before  the 
fourth  day  of  March  next  following,  then  the  Vice-President  shall  act 
as  President,  as  in  the  case  of  the  death  or  other  constitutional  dis- 
ability of  the  President.]  The  person  having  the  greatest  number  of 
votes  as  Vice-President,  shall  be  the  Vice-President,  if  such  number  be 
a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  electors  appointed,  and  if  no  person 
have  a  majority,  then,  from  the  two  highest  numbers  on  the  list,  the 
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Senate  shall  choose  the  Vice-President;  a  quorum  for  the  purpose  shall 
consist  of  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  senators,  and  a  majority 
of  the  whole  number  shall  be  necessary  to  a  choice.  But  no  person 
constitutionally  ineligible  to  the  office  of  President  shall  be  eHgible 
to  that  of  Vice-President  of  the  United  States. 

AMENDMENT  XIII  (1865).     SLAVERY  FORBIDDEN 

SECTION  1.  ABOLmoN  OF  SLAVERY.  Neither  slavery  nor  involuntary 
servitude,  except  as  a  punishment  for  crime  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted,  shall  exist  within  the  United  States  or  any 
place  subject  to  their  jurisdiction. 

SECTION  2.  POWER  TO  ENFORCE  THIS  ARTICLE.  Congress  shall  havc  power 
to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation. 

AMENDMENT  XIV  (1868).     RIGHTS  OF  CITIZENS  AND 
RESTRICTIONS  ON  THE  STATES 

SECTION  1.  CmZENSHIP  RIGHTS  NOT  TO  BE  ABRIDGED   BY  STATES.   All   perSOnS 

born  or  naturalized  in  the  United  States  and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction 
thereof,  are  citizens  of  the  United  States  and  of  the  state  wherein  they 
reside.  No  state  shall  make  or  enforce  any  law  which  shall  abridge  the 
privileges  or  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States;  nor  shall 
any  state  deprive  any  person  of  life,  liberty,  or  property,  without  due 
process  of  law;  nor  deny  to  any  person  within  its  jurisdiction  the 
equal  protection  of  the  laws. 

SECTION  2.  APPORTIONMENT  OF  REPRESENTATfVES  IN  CONGRESS.  Representa- 
tives shall  be  apportioned  among  the  several  states  according  to  their 
respective  numbers,  counting  the  whole  number  of  persons  in  each 
state,  excluding  Indians  not  taxed.  But  when  the  right  to  vote  at  any 
election  for  the  choice  of  electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of 
the  United  States,  representatives  in  Congress,  the  executive  and 
judicial  officers  of  a  state,  or  the  members  of  the  legislature  thereof, 
is  denied  to  any  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  such  state,  being  twenty- 
one  years  of  age  and  citizens  of  the  United  States,  or  in  any  way 
abridged,  except  for  participation  in  rebellion,  or  other  crime,  the  basis 
of  representation  therein  shall  be  reduced  in  the  proportion  which 
the  number  of  such  male  citizens  shall  bear  to  the  whole  number  of 
male  citizens  twenty-one  years  of  age  in  such  state. 

SECTION  3.   PERSONS  DISQUALIFIED   FROM   HOLDING   PUBLIC   OFHCE.   No   pCFSOn 

shall  be  a  senator  or  representative  in  Congress,  or  elector  of  Presi- 
dent and  Vice-President,  or  hold  any  office,  civil  or  military,  under 
the  United  States,  or  under  any  state,  who,  having  previously  taken 
an  oath,  as  a  member  of  Congress,  or  as  an  officer  of  the  United  States, 
or  as  a  member  of  any  state  legislature,  or  as  an  executive  or  judicial 
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officer  of  any  state,  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States, 
shall  have  engaged  in  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  same,  or 
given  aid  or  comfort  to  the  enemies  thereof.  But  Congress  may,  by 
a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  each  house  remove  such  disability. 

SECTION  4.  WHAT  PUBLIC  DEBTS  ARE  VALID.  The  Validity  of  the  public  debt 
of  the  United  States,  authorized  by  law,  including  debts  incurred  for 
payment  of  pensions  and  bounties  for  services  in  suppressing  in- 
surrection or  rebellion,  shall  not  be  questioned.  But  neither  the  United 
States  nor  any  state  shall  assume  or  pay  any  debt  or  obligation  in- 
curred in  aid  of  insurrection  or  rebellion  against  the  United  States, 
[or  any  claim  for  the  loss  or  emancipation  of  any  slave;]  but  all  such 
debts,  obligations,  and  claims  shall  be  held  illegal  and  void. 

SECTION  5.  POWER  TO  ENFORCE  THIS  ARTICLE.  The  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  enforce,  by  appropriate  legislation,  the  provisions  of  this 
article. 

AMENDMENT  XV  (1870).     THE  RIGHT  OF  SUFFRAGE 

SECTION  1.  RIGHT  TO  VOTE.  The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
vote  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the  United  States  or  any  state 
on  account  of  race,  color,  or  previous  condition  of  servitude. 

SECTION  2.  POWER  TO  ENFORCE  THIS  ARTICLE.  The  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation. 

AMENDMENT  XVI  (1913).     THE  FEDERAL  INCOME  TAX 

The  Congress  shall  have  power  to  lay  and  collect  taxes  on  incomes, 
from  whatever  source  derived,  without  apportionment  among  the 
several  states,  and  without  regard  to  any  census  or  enumeration. 

AMENDMENT  XVII  (1913).     THE  POPULAR  ELECTION 
OF  SENATORS 

SECTION  1.  ELECTION  BY  THE  PEOPLE.  The  Senate  of  the  United  States  shall 
be  composed  of  two  senators  from  each  state,  elected  by  the  people 
thereof,  for  six  years;  and  each  senator  shall  have  one  vote.  The 
electors  in  each  state  shall  have  the  qualifications  requisite  for  elec- 
tors of  the  most  numerous  branch  of  the  state  legislatures. 

SECTION  2.  STATE  GOVERNORS  MAY  FILL  VACANCIES.  When  vacancies  happen 
in  the  representation  of  any  state  in  the  Senate,  the  executive  authority 
of  such  state  shall  issue  writs  of  election  to  fill  such  vacancies:  Pro- 
vided that  the  legislature  of  any  state  may  empower  the  executive 
thereof  to  make  temporary  appointments  until  the  people  fill  the  va- 
cancies by  election  as  the  legislature  may  direct. 
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[section  3.  CHANGE  NOT  AFFECT  SENATORS  IN  OFHCE.  This  amendment 
shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  affect  the  election  or  term  of  any  sena- 
tor chosen  before  it  becomes  valid  as  part  of  the  Constitution.] 

AMENDMENT  XVIII  (1919).     NATIONAL  PROHIBITION 

[section  1.  PROHIBITION  OF  ALCOHOLIC  BEVERAGES.  After  one  year  from  . 
the  ratification  of  this  article  the  manufacture,  sale,  or  transportation 
of  intoxicating  liquors  within,  the  importation  thereof  into,  or  the 
exportation  thereof  from,  the  United  States  and  all  territory  subject 
to  the  jurisdiction  thereof  for  beverage  purposes  is  hereby  prohibited. 

SECTION  2.  POWER  TO  ENFORCE  THIS  ARTICLE.  The  Congress  and  the  several 
states  shall  have  concurrent  power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appro- 
priate legislation. 

SECTION  3.  LIMITED  TIME  FOR  RATiHCATioN.  This  article  shall  be  inoperative 
unless  it  shall  have  been  ratified  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
by  the  legislatures  of  the  several  states,  as  provided  in  the  Constitu- 
tion, within  seven  years  from  the  date  of  the  submission  hereof  to  the 
states  by  the  Congress.] 

AMENDMENT  XIX  (1920).     WOMEN'S  VOTING  RIGHTS 

SECTION  1.  WOMAN  SUFFRAGE.  The  right  of  citizens  of  the  United  States  to 
vote  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged  by  the  United  States  or  by  any 
state  on  account  of  sex. 

SECTION  2.  POWER  TO  ENFORCE  THIS  ARTICLE.  Congress  shall  have  power  to 
enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation. 

AMENDMENT  XX  (1933).     THE  "LAME  DUCK" 

AMENDMENT;  PRESIDENTIAL  AND  CONGRESSIONAL 

TERMS  OF  OFFICE 

SECTION    1.    TERMS    OF    PRESIDENT,    VICE-PRESIDENT,    AND    CONGRESSMEN.     The 

terms  of  the  President  and  Vice-President  shall  end  at  noon  on  the 
20th  day  of  January,  and  the  terms  of  senators  and  representatives 
at  noon  on  the  3rd  day  of  January,  of  the  years  in  which  such  terms 
would  have  ended  if  this  article  had  not  been  ratified;  and  the  terms 
of  their  successors  shall  then  begin. 

SECTION  2.  TIME  OF  CONVENING  CONGRESS.  The  Congress  shall  assemble  at 
least  once  in  every  year,  and  such  meeting  shall  begin  at  noon  on  the 
3rd  day  of  January,  unless  they  shall  by  law  appoint  a  different  day. 

SECTION  3.  PRESIDENTIAL  SUCCESSION.  If  at  the  time  fixed  for  the  beginning 
of  the  term  of  the  President,  the  President-elect  shall  have  died,  the 
Vice-President-elect  shall  become  President.  If  a  President  shall  not 
have  been  chosen  before  the  time  fixed  for  the  beginning  of  his  term. 
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or  if  the  President-elect  shall  have  failed  to  qualify,  then  the  Vice- 
President-elect  shall  act  as  President  until  a  President  shall  have 
qualified;  and  the  Congress  may  by  law  provide  for  the  case  wherein 
neither  a  President-elect  nor  a  Vice-President-elect  shall  have  quali- 
fied, declaring  who  shall  then  act  as  President,  or  the  manner  in  which 
one  who  is  to  act  shall  be  selected,  and  such  person  shall  act  accord- 
ingly until  a  President  or  Vice-President  shall  have  qualified. 

SECTION  4.  RLLiNG  PRESIDENTIAL  VACANCY.  The  Congress  may  by  law 
provide  for  the  case  of  the  death  of  any  of  the  persons  from  whom  the 
House  of  Representatives  may  choose  a  President  whenever  the  right 
of  choice  shall  have  devolved  upon  them,  and  for  the  case  of  the  death 
of  any  of  the  persons  from  whom  the  Senate  may  choose  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent whenever  the  right  of  choice  shall  have  devolved  upon  them. 

[section  5.  EFFECTIVE  DATE  OF  AMENDMENT.  Sections  1  and  2  shall  take 
effect  on  the  15th  day  of  October  following  the  ratification  of  this 
article. 

SECTION  6.  LIMITED  TIME  FOR  RATincATiON.  This  article  shall  be  inoperative 
unless  it  shall  have  been  ratified  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution 
by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  several  states  within  seven 
years  from  the  date  of  its  submission.] 

AMENDMENT  XXI  (1933).     REPEAL  OF 
NATIONAL  PROHIBITION 

SECTION  1.  REPEAL  OF  AMENDMENT  xviu.  The  eighteenth  article  of  amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  is  hereby  repealed. 

SECTION  2.  "DRY"  STATES  PROTECTED.  The  transportation  or  importation 
into  any  state,  territory,  or  possession  of  the  United  States  for  de- 
livery or  use  therein  of  intoxicating  liquors,  in  violation  of  the  laws 
thereof,  is  hereby  prohibited. 

[section  3.  LIMITED  TIME  FOR  RATiHCATioN.  This  article  shall  be  inopera- 
tive unless  it  shall  have  been  ratified  as  an  amendment  to  the  Consti- 
tution by  conventions  in  the  several  states,  as  provided  in  the  Consti- 
tution, within  seven  years  from  the  date  of  the  submission  hereof  to 
the  states  by  the  Congress.] 

AMENDMENT  XXII  (1951).     LIMIT  ON  PRESIDENTIAL 
TERMS  OF  OFFICE 

SECTION  1.  TWO-TERM  LIMIT  FOR  PRESIDENT.  No  person  shall  be  elected 
to  the  office  of  the  President  more  than  twice,  and  no  person  who  has 
held  the  office  of  President,  or  acted  as  President,  for  more  than  two 
years  of  a  term  to  which  some  other  person  was  elected  President  shall 
be  elected  to  the  office  of  the  President  more  than  once.  [But  this 
Article  shall  not  apply  to  any  person  holding  the  office  of  President 
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when  this  Article  was  proposed  by  the  Congress,  and  shall  not  prevent 
any  person  who  may  be  holding  the  office  of  President,  or  acting 
as  President,  during  the  term  within  which  this  Article  becomes 
operative  from  holding  the  office  of  President  or  acting  as  President 
during  the  remainder  of  such  term.] 

[section  2.  LIMITED  TIME  FOR  RATiHCATiON.  This  article  shall  be  inopera- 
tive unless  it  shall  have  been  ratified  as  an  amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion by  the  legislatures  of  three  fourths  of  the  several  states  within 
seven  years  from  the  date  of  its  submission  to  the  states  by  the  Con- 
gress.] 

AMENDMENT  XXIII  (1961).     PRESIDENTIAL  ELECTORS 
FOR  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA  RESIDENTS 

SECTION    1.    ELECTORAL   COLLEGE   VOTES   FOR  THE  DISTRICT   OF   COLUMBLA.    The 

District  constituting  the  seat  of  Government  of  the  United  States  shall 
appoint  in  such  manner  as  the  Congress  may  direct: 

A  number  of  electors  of  President  and  Vice-President  equal  to  the 
whole  number  of  senators  and  representatives  in  Congress  to  which 
the  District  would  be  entitled  if  it  were  a  State,  but  in  no  event  more 
than  the  least  populous  State;  they  shall  be  in  addition  to  those  ap- 
pointed by  the  States,  but  they  shall  be  considered,  for  the  purposes 
of  the  election  of  President  and  Vice-President,  to  be  electors  ap- 
pointed by  a  State;  and  they  shall  meet  in  the  District  and  perform 
such  duties  as  provided  by  the  twelfth  article  of  amendment. 

SECTION  2.  POWER  TO  ENFORCE  THIS  ARTICLE.  The  Congress  shall  have 
power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation. 

AMENDMENT  XXIV  (1964).     POLL  TAX  FORBIDDEN 

SECTION  1.  FORBIDDEN  IN  NATIONAL  ELECTIONS.  The  right  of  citizens  of  the 
United  States  to  vote  in  any  primary  or  other  election  for  President  or 
Vice-President,  for  electors  for  President  or  Vice-President,  or  for 
senator  or  representative  in  Congress,  shall  not  be  denied  or  abridged 
by  the  United  States  or  any  state  by  reason  of  failure  to  pay  any  poll 
tax  or  other  tax. 

SECTION  2.  POWER  TO  ENFORCE  THIS  ARTICLE.  The  Congress  shall  have  the 
power  to  enforce  this  article  by  appropriate  legislation. 

AMENDMENT  XXV  (1967).     PRESIDENTIAL  DISABILITY 
AND  VICE-PRESIDENTIAL  VACANCY 

1.  VICE-PRESIDENT  TO  BECOME  PRESIDENT  WHEN  PRESIDENT  DIES,  RESIGNS  OR  IS 

REMOVED.  In  case  of  the  removal  of  the  President  from  office  or  his 
death  or  resignation,  the  Vice-President  shall  become  President. 
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2.  CHOICE  OF  A  NEW  VICE-PRESIDENT.  Whenever  there  is  a  vacancy  in  the 
office  of  the  Vice-President,  the  President  shall  nominate  a  Vice-Presi- 
dent who  shall  take  the  office  upon  confirmation  of  a  majority  vote 
of  both  houses  of  Congress. 

3.  PRESIDENT   MAY   DECLARE    HIS   OWN    INABILITY    TO    DISCHARGE    HIS    POWERS 

AND  DUTIES.  Whenever  the  President  transmits  to  the  President  pro 
tempore  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives 
his  written  declaration  that  he  is  unable  to  discharge  the  powers  and 
duties  of  his  office  and  until  he  transmits  to  them  a  written  declaration 
to  the  contrary,  such  powers  and  duties  shall  be  discharged  by  the 
Vice-President  as  Acting  President. 

4.  ALTERNATIVE  PROCEDURES  TO   DECLARE  AND   END    PRESIDENTIAL    DISABILITY. 

Whenever  the  Vice-President  and  a  majority  of  either  the  principal 
officers  of  the  executive  departments  or  of  such  other  body  as  Con- 
gress may  by  law  provide,  transmit  to  the  President  pro  tempore  of 
the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  their 
written  declaration  that  the  President  is  unable  to  discharge  the 
powers  and  duties  of  his  office,  the  Vice-President  shall  immediately 
assume  the  powers  and  duties  of  the  office  as  Acting  President. 
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CONSTITUTION  OF  THE 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY 

1947 


(As  Amended) 


The  present  Constitution  of  New  Jersey  was  agreed  upon  by  delegates  of  the      History 
people  of  New  Jersey,  in  convention,  begun  at  Rutgers  University,  the  State 
University  of  New  Jersey,  in  New  Brunswick,  on  June  12,  and  continued  until 
September  10,  1947.  It  was  ratified  by  the  people  at  the  general  election  held 
on  November  4,  1947. 

This  Constitution  is  New  Jersey's  third.  The  state's  first  Constitution  was 
drawn  up  in  1776,  and  the  second  was  adopted  in  1844.  With  the  exception  of 
Hawaii  and  Alaska,  New  Jersey's  1947  Constitution  is  the  most  recent  in  the 
nation. 

We,  the  people  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  grateful  to  Almighty  God      Preamble 
for  the  civil  and  religious  liberty  which  He  hath  so  long  permitted  us 
to  enjoy,  and  looking  to  Him  for  a  blessing  upon  our  endeavors  to 
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secure  and  transmit  the  same  unimpaired  to  succeeding  generations, 
do  ordain  and  establish  this  Constitution. 

The  introduction  of  a  Constitution  is  called  its  preamble.  It  proclaims  the 
gratitude  of  the  people  for  their  civil  and  religious  liberties.  This  concise 
statement  expresses  the  hope  of  the  people  that  the  liberties  which  they  have 
won  may  be  passed  on  to  coming  generations  through  the  great  ends  set  forth 
in  this  document. 


ARTICLE  I 


Natural 
Rights 


Political 
Power 


Religious 
Freedom 


RIGHTS  AND  PRIVILEGES 

1.  All  persons  are  by  nature  free  and  independent,  and  have  certain 
natural  and  unalienable  rights,  among  which  are  those  of  enjoying  and 
defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  possessing,  and  protecting 
property,  and  of  pursuing  and  obtaining  safety  and  happiness. 

Do  you  notice  how  similar  this  paragraph  is  to  the  part  of  the  Declaration  of 
Independence  about  the  democratic  belief  in  man's  natural  rights?  Democratic 
government  is  based  on  the  idea  that  all  people  have  certain  inalienable  rights 
that  government  should  protect.  Bear  in  mind  that  the  rights  mentioned  here 
are  life,  liberty,  property,  safety,  and  happiness.  No  person  can  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  others,  however,  even  to  secure  his  own  rights. 

2.  All  political  power  is  inherent  in  the  people.  Government  is  insti- 
tuted for  the  protection,  security,  and  benefit  of  the  people,  and  they 
have  the  right  at  all  times  to  alter  or  reform  the  same,  whenever  the 
public  good  may  require  it. 

Historically  many  people  believed  that  political  power  belonged  to  a  king  or 
a  noble.  Now  we  hold  that  the  people  should  rule  themselves.  They  have 
the  right  to  establish  a  government  that  they  feel  will  benefit  and  protect  them. 
Indeed,  if  they  can  form  a  government,  they  can  change  it  whenever  they  think 
a  change  is  necessary. 

3.  No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  the  inestimable  privilege  of  worship- 
ing Almighty  God  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  dictates  of  his  own 
conscience;  nor  under  any  pretense  whatever  be  compelled  to  attend 
any  place  of  worship  contrary  to  his  faith  and  judgment;  nor  shall 
any  person  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  other  rates  for  building 
or  repairing  any  church  or  churches,  place  or  places  of  worship,  or  for 
the  maintenance  of  any  minister  or  ministry,  contrary  to  what  he  be- 
lieves to  be  right  or  has  deliberately  and  voluntarily  engaged  to  per- 
form. 
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4.  There  shall  be  no  establishment  of  one  religious  sect  in  preference 
to  another;  no  religious  or  racial  test  shall  be  required  as  a  qualifica- 
tion for  any  office  or  public  trust. 

Paragraph  three  guarantees  to  everyone  freedom  of  worship  and  reUgious 
practice.  Paragraph  four  creates  a  wall  of  separation  between  church  and 
state  and  forbids  our  state  government  to  aid,  encourage,  or  support  any 
church;  it  prohibits  any  requirement  that  one  declare  a  belief  in  a  particular 
religious  faith  or  in  a  Supreme  Being  or  belong  to  a  particular  race  to  be 
considered  as  a  candidate  for  public  office.  It  would  seem  very  strange  to 
us  today  for  our  government  to  try  to  force  people  to  attend  a  particular 
church.  Thomas  Jefferson,  a  great  believer  in  religious  liberty,  wrote  in  the 
Virginia  Statute  of  Liberty  that  no  man  was  to  be  compelled  to  attend  or 
support  any  church  or  to  suffer  in  any  way  for  his  religious  beliefs. 

5.  No  person  shall  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any  civil  or  military      Equal 
right,  nor  be  discriminated  against  in  the  exercise  of  any  civil  or      Rights 
military  right,  nor  be  segregated  in  the  militia  or  in  the  public  schools, 
because  of  religious  principles,  race,  color,  ancestry  or  national  origin. 

You  have  probably  heard  the  ringing  words  "all  men  are  created  equal."  This 
paragraph  says  the  same  thing  in  different  words.  It  declares  that  all  persons, 
regardless  of  race,  color,  creed,  ancestry  or  nationality,  are  entitled  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  mentioned  in  this  paragraph.  The  schools,  the  militia, 
and  the  government  must  grant  equal  protection  and  equal  opportunity  to 
everyone. 

6.  Every  person  may  freely  speak,  write  and  publish  his  sentiments      Freedom 
on  all  subjects,  being  responsible  for  the  abuse  of  that  right.  No  law      of  Speech 
shall  be  passed  to  restrain  or  abridge  the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the 

press.  In  all  prosecutions  or  indictments  for  libel,  the  truth  may  be 
given  in  evidence  to  the  jury;  and  if  it  shall  appear  to  the  jury  that 
the  matter  charged  as  libelous  is  true,  and  was  published  with  good 
motives  and  for  justifiable  ends,  the  party  shall  be  acquitted;  and  the 
jury  shall  have  the  right  to  determine  the  law  and  the  fact. 

Freedom  of  speech  is  a  right  that  people  were  not  assured  under  autocratic 
governments.  Every  person  has  a  right  to  criticize  what  a  public  official  does, 
provided  he  does  not  spread  lies  about  the  official.  If  you  spread  a  false  or 
unproved  statement  which  another  man  feels  is  damaging  to  him,  he  may  sue 
you  in  the  courts  for  libel  or  slander.  If  you  can  prove  that  what  you  said  is 
true,  you  will  he  acquitted;  but  if  it  proves  to  be  false  you  can  be  penalized. 

7 .  The  right  of  the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses,  papers.      Personal 
and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures,  shall  not  be      Security 
violated;  and  no  warrant  shall  issue  except  upon  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly  describing  the  place 

to  be  searched  and  the  papers  and  things  to  be  seized. 
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Protection 
by  Grand 
Jury 


Right  of 
Trial  by 
Jury 


Rights 
of  the 
Accused 


Under  ordinary  circumstances,  a  police  officer  may  not  enter  your  house  to 
search  for  anything  unless  a  search  warrant  is  issued  by  a  judge.  The  search 
warrant  describes  the  place  to  be  searched  and  the  thing  to  be  seized.  Ob- 
viously, the  judge  must  not  issue  this  written  order,  unless  he  is  reasonably 
sure,  on  the  oath  or  affirmation  of  a  law  enforcement  officer,  that  the  search 
of  your  house  will  produce  criminal  evidence.  Do  you  see  how  this  clause 
upholds  the  ancient  tradition  that  "every  man's  home  is  his  castle"? 

8.  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  criminal  offense,  unless  on 
the  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in  cases  of  im- 
peachment, or  in  cases  now  prosecuted  without  indictment,  or  arising 
in  the  army  or  navy  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual  service  in  time 
of  war  or  public  danger. 

A  grand  jury  is  a  body  of  twenty-three  county  citizens  who  sit  in  secret  ses- 
sion to  hear  evidence  against  a  person  accused  of  a  serious  crime.  The  evi- 
dence of  law  breaking  is  usually  brought  by  the  law  enforcement  officers  of 
the  county  and  state.  If  twelve  or  more  members  of  the  grand  jury  are  con- 
vinced that  a  specific  crime  has  been  committed,  they  make  a  formal  charge, 
called  an  indictment,  against  the  person  involved.  This  indictment  is  then 
presented  to  the  court,  where  the  accused  will  be  bound  over  for  a  trial,  fury 
trials  may  be  waived  by  the  accused;  in  such  a  case  the  trial  will  be  held  be- 
fore a  judge  alone.  If  the  grand  jury  is  not  satisfied  with  the  evidence,  no  bill 
of  indictment  can  be  presented  and  the  accused  must  be  freed.  In  cases  of 
impeachment  and  in  cases  involving  military  charges  against  military  per- 
sonnel, the  grand  jury  lacks  jurisdiction.  Less  serious  offenses,  such  as  motor 
vehicle  violations  and  disorderly  conduct,  are  called  misdemeanors,  and  they 
are  not  presented  to  the  grand  jury  but  are  handled  by  magistrates. 

9.  The  right  of  trial  by  jury  shall  remain  inviolate;  but  the  Legislature 
may  authorize  the  trial  of  civil  causes  by  a  jury  of  six  persons  when 
the  matter  in  dispute  does  not  exceed  fifty  dollars.  The  Legislature 
may  provide  that  in  any  civil  cause  a  verdict  may  be  rendered  by  not 
less  than  five-sixths  of  the  jury.  The  Legislature  may  authorize  the 
trial  of  the  issue  of  mental  incompetency  without  a  jury. 

The  grand  jury  may  decide  that  there  is  sufficient  evidence  against  the  ac- 
cused to  warrant  a  trial.  This  paragraph  guarantees  the  accused  a  trial  by 
jury,  made  up  of  his  fellow  citizens,  to  determine  his  innocence  or  guilt.  All 
twelve  jurors  must  agree  before  a  decision  is  reached.  Do  you  see  how  this 
protects  the  accused? 

The  Legislature  may  authorize  a  trial  of  the  persons  involved  in  a  civil  suit 
by  a  jury  of  six  persons  when  the  matter  in  dispute  does  not  exceed  fifty  dol- 
lars. Five  of  the  six  jurors  must  agree  on  the  verdict.  Do  you  know  the  dif- 
ference between  a  civil  and  a  criminal  case? 

10.  In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall  have  the  right  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury;  to  be  informed  of  the 
nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation;  to  be  confronted  with  the  wit- 
nesses against  him;   to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  wit- 


The  Constitution  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey    I   33 


nesses  in  his  favor;  and  to  have  the  assistance  of  counsel  in  his  de- 
fense. 

If  a  man  is  charged  with  a  crime  the  Constitution  gives  him  certain  protection. 
He  is  entitled  to  a  fair  trial.  He  must  know  exactly  what  he  is  accused  of  doing 
and  whatever  the  witnesses  say  must  be  presented  publicly  in  court.  He  has 
a  right  to  have  a  lawyer  defend  him.  If  he  is  poor  the  court  will  provide  him 
with  a  lawyer.  All  these  rules  protect  him  against  an  unfair  trial. 

11.  No  person  shall,  after  acquittal,  be  tried  for  the  same  offense. 
All  persons  shall,  before  conviction,  be  bailable  by  sufficient  sureties, 
except  for  capital  offenses  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  presumption 
great. 

//  a  man  is  acquitted  he  may  not  be  tried  again  for  the  same  offense.  Usually 
an  accused  person  waiting  for  trial  is  freed  from  custody  if  he  or  his  friends 
are  willing  to  put  up  money  or  property  as  bail  to  guarantee  his  appearance 
for  trial  at  the  specified  time.  In  some  cases  the  accused  may  be  denied  bail 
if  he  is  arrested  for  murder  or  is  a  dangerous  criminal. 

12.  Excessive  bail  shall  not  be  required,  excessive  fines  shall  not  be 
imposed,  and  cruel  and  unusual  punishments  shall  not  be  inflicted. 

This  same  provision  is  found  in  Amendment  VIII  of  the  United  States  Con- 
stitution. It  gives  a  citizen  who  feels  he  has  been  subjected  to  an  unreasonable 
bail,  fine,  or  punishment  the  right  of  appeal  to  the  State  Supreme  Court  and 
possibly  to  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 

13.  No  person  shall  be  imprisoned  for  debt  in  any  action,  or  on  any 
judgment  found  upon  contract,  unless  in  cases  of  fraud;  nor  shall  any 
person  be  imprisoned  for  a  militia  fine  in  time  of  peace. 

It  was  necessary  to  put  this  paragraph  into  the  Constitution  because  in  earlier 
times  many  people  were  thrown  into  prison  for  nonpayment  of  debts,  some- 
times very  small  ones. 

14.  The  privilege  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  shall  not  be  suspended, 
unless  in  case  of  rebellion  or  invasion  the  public  safety  may  require 
it. 

Habeas  corpus,  a  Latin  phrase,  means  "you  may  have  the  body."  Suppose 
you  are  charged  with  a  crime,  put  in  jail,  and  left  there.  Your  lawyer  may 
apply  to  the  judge  to  issue  an  order  to  have  you  brought  to  court  to  see  if  you 
have  broken  a  specific  provision  of  a  law  and  should  be  held  for  trial  on  that 
charge.  This  writ  protects  a  person  from  arbitrary  arrest  and  unjust  imprison- 
ment. It  is  a  legal  privilege  that  cannot  be  denied  except  in  time  of  rebellion 
or  invasion. 

15.  The  military  shall  be  in  strict  subordination  to  the  civil  power. 

16.  No  soldier  shall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  quartered  in  any  house,  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  owner;  nor  in  time  of  war,  except  in  a  manner 
prescribed  by  law. 
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Military  control  is  usually  autocratic,  so  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  pro- 
vided for  ciziilian  supremacy  over  the  military  to  protect  our  democratic  in- 
stitutions. The  government  is  forbidden  to  house  soldiers  in  private  homes 
during  peacetime  without  the  consent  of  the  owner.  In  wartime,  it  may  he 
done  under  conditions  prescribed  by  law. 

17.  Treason  against  the  State  shall  consist  only  in  levying  war  against 
it/  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort.  No  per- 
son shall  be  convicted  of  treason,  unless  on  the  testimony  of  two  wit- 
nesses to  the  same  overt  act,  or  on  confession  in  open  court. 

This  definition  of  treason  against  the  State  is  the  same  as  that  of  treason 
against  the  United  States  given  in  Article  111,  Section  III,  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  United  States.  A  man  may  suggest  changes  in  his  government  without 
being  a  traitor,  but  if  he  actually  makes  war  on  the  established  government 
he  has  committed  treason. 

18.  The  people  have  the  right  freely  to  assemble  together,  to  consult 
for  the  common  good,  to  make  known  their  opinions  to  their  repre- 
sentatives, and  to  petition  for  redress  of  grievances. 

This  paragraph  is  similar  to  the  one  about  freedom  of  speech.  It  protects 
people  who  wish  to  hold  peaceful  meetings  to  consider  public  questions  and 
to  organize  for  political  action.  People  have  the  right  to  petition  government 
officials  to  correct  abuses  and  influence  governmental  programs. 

19.  Persons  in  private  employment  shall  have  the  right  to  organize  and 
bargain  collectively.  Persons  in  public  employment  shall  have  the 
right  to  organize,  present  to  and  make  known  to  the  State,  or  any  of 
its  political  subdivisions  or  agencies,  their  grievances  and  proposals 
through  representatives  of  their  own  choosing. 

This  paragraph  did  not  appear  in  the  former  constitutions.  The  present  Consti- 
tution protects  people  in  their  right  to  organize,  to  join  or  not  to  join  a  union, 
and  to  bargain  collectively  through  representatives  of  their  own  choosing 
for  better  working  conditions.  This  same  right  is  given  to  employees  of  state 
and  local  governments.  The  United  States  Constitution  does  not  contain  a 
similar  provision. 

20.  Private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation.  Individuals  or  private  corporations  shall  not  be  autho- 
rized to  take  private  property  for  public  use  without  just  compensa- 
tion first  made  to  the  owners. 

Eminent  domain  is  the  power  the  State  has  to  take  private  property  provided 
it  is  taken  only  for  a  public  purpose  and  it  pays  a  fair  price  to  the  owner. 
Commissioners  are  appointed  to  value  the  property  to  determine  a  price.  Dis- 
putes as  to  the  purpose  or  price  are  usually  settled  by  the  courts.  It  would 
be  impossible  to  clear  slums  or  build  highways  without  this  power. 
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21.  This  enumeration  of  rights  and  privileges  shall  not  be  construed     Rights 

to  impair  or  deny  others  retained  by  the  people.  Retained 

by  the 
By  stating  these  rights  the  people  do  not  give  up  all  other  rights.  Other  rights      People 
may  be  recognized  as  just,  even  though  not  written  in  the  Constitution.  Do 
you  see  that  the  makers  of  the  Constitution  constantly  had  in  mind  protecting 
the  people  against  oppression? 


ARTICLE  II 

ELECTIONS  AND  SUFFRAGE 

1.  General  elections  shall  be  held  annually  on  the  first  Tuesday  after      Elections 
the  First  Monday  in  November;  but  the  time  of  holding  such  elections 

may  be  altered  by  law.  The  Governor  and  members  of  the  Legislature 
shall  be  chosen  at  general  elections.  Local  elective  officers  shall  be 
chosen  at  general  elections  or  at  such  other  times  as  shall  be  provided 
by  law. 

2.  All  questions  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  entire  State  shall  be 
voted  upon  at  general  elections. 

The  first  of  these  paragraphs  fixes  the  annual  election  day.  Nevertheless,  the 
Legislature  has  the  poioer  to  change  the  date  of  election  if  it  wishes  to  do  so. 
The  second  paragraph  states  that  the  people  of  the  State  may  vote  on  general 
questions  such  as  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  a  change  in  the  Constitution 
as  well  as  for  candidates  for  office. 

3.  (a)  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  21  years,  who      Suffrage 
shall  have  been  a  resident  of  this  State  6  months  and  of  the  county 

in  which  he  claims  his  vote  40  days,  next  before  the  election,  shall  be 
entitled  to  vote  for  all  officers  that  now  are  or  hereafter  may  be  elec- 
tive by  the  people,  and  upon  all  questions  which  may  be  submitted 
to  a  vote  of  the  people;  and 

(b)  Every  citizen  of  the  United  States,  of  the  age  of  21  years,  who  shall 
have  been  a  resident  of  the  State  and  of  the  county  in  which  he  claims 
his  vote  40  days,  next  before  the  election  and  who  shall  not  be  eligible 
to  vote  elsewhere,  shall  be  entitled  to  qualify  and  to  vote  for  electors 
for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  only,  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  provide;  and 

(c)  Any  person  registered  as  a  voter  in  any  election  district  of  this 
State  who  has  removed  or  shall  remove  to  another  State  or  to  aiiother 
county  within  this  State  and  is  not  able  there  to  qualify  to  vote  by 
reason  of  an  insufficient  period  of  residence  in  such  State  or  county, 
shall,  as  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  have  the  right  to  vote  for 
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electors  for  President  and  Vice-President  of  the  United  States,  only, 
by  Presidential  Elector  Absentee  Ballot,  in  the  county  from  which  he 
has  removed,  in  such  manner  as  the  Legislature  shall  provide. 

In  order  to  vote  in  New  Jersey  a  person  must  be  — 

a)  a  citizen  of  the  United  States 

b)  twenty-one  years  of  age 

c)  a  resident  of  the  state  for  six  months 

d)  a  resident  of  the  county  in  which  he  votes  for  forty  days 

In  our  age  of  increasing  mobility,  many  citizens  cannot  vote  in  presidential 
elections  only  because  they  have  recently  moved  from  one  state  to  another. 
Although  they  would  like  very  much  to  vote,  they  have  not  lived  in  their 
new  state  long  enough  to  meet  the  residence  requirements.  To  help  relieve 
the  problem  of  widespread  disenfranchisement,  New  Jersey  has  liberalized 
its  voting  requirements. 

Paragraph  b  states  that  citizens  who  have  not  lived  in  New  Jersey  long  enough 
to  meet  the  state  voting  requirements  can,  however,  vote  in  presidential 
elections. 

Paragraph  c  permits  former  New  Jersey  citizens  who  are  not  qualified  to  vote 
in  another  state  because  of  residence  requirements  to  cast  an  absentee  ballot 
in  presidential  elections. 

4.  In  time  of  war  no  elector  in  the  military  service  of  the  State  or  in 
the  armed  forces  of  the  United  States  shall  be  deprived  of  his  vote  by 
reason  of  absence  from  his  election  district.  The  Legislature  may  pro- 
vide for  absentee  voting  by  members  of  the  armed  forces  of  the  United 
States  in  time  of  peace.  The  Legislature  may  provide  the  manner  in 
which  and  the  time  and  place  at  which  such  absent  electors  may  vote, 
and  for  the  return  and  canvass  of  their  votes  in  the  election  district 
in  which  they  respectively  reside. 

To  prevent  military  personnel  from  being  deprived  of  their  votes  during  World 
War  II,  the  federal  government  permitted  servicemen  to  vote  by  absentee  bal- 
lot. But  this  privilege  elapsed  when  peace  came.  Nevertheless,  since  the  war 
New  Jersey  has  provided  for  absentee  voting  by  servicemen.  This  paragraph 
permits  military  personnel,  who  are  citizens  of  our  State,  to  cast  their  election 
ballots  by  mail  if  they  cannot  go  to  the  polls  on  election  day. 

5.  No  person  in  the  military,  naval  or  marine  service  of  the  United 
States  shall  be  considered  a  resident  of  this  State  by  being  stationed  in 
any  garrison,  barrack,  or  military  or  naval  place  or  station  within  this 
State. 

6.  No  idiot  or  insane  person  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  suffrage. 

7.  The  Legislature  may  pass  laws  to  deprive  persons  of  the  right  of 
suffrage  who  shall  be  convicted  of  such  crimes  as  it  may  designate. 
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Any  person  so  deprived,  when  pardoned  or  otherwise  restored  by  law 
to  the  right  of  suffrage,  shall  again  enjoy  that  right. 


ARTICLE  III 

DISTRIBUTION  OF  THE  POWERS  OF  GOVERNMENT 

1.  The  powers  of  the  government  shall  be  divided  among  three  dis- 
tinct branches,  the  legislative,  executive,  and  judicial.  No  person  or 
persons  belonging  to  or  constituting  one  branch  shall  exercise  any  of 
the  powers  properly  belonging  to  either  of  the  others,  except  as  ex- 
pressly provided  in  this  Constitution. 

Provision  for  a  system  of  shared  power  of  government  into  three  branches 
follows  the  plan  of  the  national  government.  Thus  we  have  the  legislative 
(law  makhig),  executive  (law  enforcing),  and  judicial  (law  interpreting) 
branches.  Each  of  these  three  branches  has  a  direct  check  on  the  power  of  the 
other  two.  By  giving  each  branch  the  authority  to  prevent  the  control  of  the 
others,  this  paragraph  prevents  any  branch  from  assuming  complete  power. 
Each  branch  shares  responsibility  in  the  affairs  of  the  others,  and  each  relies 
on  the  cooperation  of  the  other  to  perform  the  business  of  government. 


Branches 
of  Govern- 
ment 


ARTICLE  IV 
LEGISLATIVE 

SECTION  I 


1.  The  legislative  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Senate  and  General  As- 
sembly. 

There  are  two  houses  in  the  Legislature  just  as  there  are  in  Congress.  Every 
state  in  the  Union  but  Nebraska  has  a  two-house,  or  bicameral  legislature. 

2.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the  Senate  who  shall  not  have 
attained  the  age  of  thirty  years,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  resident  of 
the  State  for  four  years,  and  of  the  district  for  which  he  shall  be  elected 
one  year,  next  before  his  election.  No  person  shall  be  a  member  of  the 
General  Assembly  who  shall  not  have  attained  the  age  of  twenty-one 
years  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  resident  of  the  State  for  two  years, 
and  of  the  district  for  which  he  shall  be  elected  one  year,  next  before 
his  election.  No  person  shall  be  eligible  for  membership  in  the  Legis- 
lature unless  he  be  entitled  to  the  right  of  suffrage. 


The 
Legislature 


Qualifica- 
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Members  of  the  Legislature  must  be  legal  voters.  In  addition  to  this  they  must 
have  the  following  qualifications: 

Senate  Assembly 

Age    30  years  21  years 

Citizen  and  inhabitant  of  state 4  years  2  years 

Citizen  and  inhabitant  of  district 1  year  1  year 

Sessions  3.  Each  Legislature  shall  be  constituted  for  a  term  of  2  years  beginning 
at  noon  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  in  each  even  numbered 
year,  at  which  time  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  shall  meet  and 
organize  separately  and  the  first  annual  session  of  the  Legislature 
shall  commence.  Said  first  annual  session  shall  terminate  at  noon  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  January  next  following,  at  which  time  the  sec- 
ond annual  session  shall  commence  and  it  shall  terminate  at  noon  on 
the  second  Tuesday  in  January  then  next  following  but  either  session 
may  be  sooner  terminated  by  adjournment  sine  die.  All  business  be- 
fore either  House  or  any  of  the  committees  thereof  at  the  end  of  the 
first  annual  session  may  be  resumed  in  the  second  annual  session. 
The  legislative  year  shall  commence  at  noon  on  the  second  Tuesday  in 
January  of  each  year. 

This  paragraph  makes  the  Legislature  a  continuing  body  for  two  years  and 
permits  legislators  to  consider  in  the  second  legislative  session  measures  that 
have  been  proposed  but  not  acted  upon  in  the  first  session.  This  prevents  the 
passage  of  hastily-considered  bills  that  might  be  passed  in  a  rush  for  ad- 
journment on  the  last  days  of  the  first  session. 

Special       4.  Special  sessions  of  the  Legislature  shall  be  called  by  the  Governor 
Sessions      upon  petition  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  each  house,  and  may 

be  called  by  the  Governor  whenever  in  his  opinion  the  public  interest 

shall  require. 


SECTION  II 

Senate  1.  The  Senate  shall  be  composed  of  forty  senators  apportioned  among 
Senate  districts  as  nearly  as  may  be  according  to  the  number  of  their 
inhabitants  as  reported  in  the  last  preceding  decennial  census  of  the 
United  States  and  according  to  the  method  of  equal  proportions.  Each 
Senate  district  shall  be  composed,  wherever  practicable,  of  one  single 
county,  and,  if  not  so  practicable,  of  two  or  more  contiguous  whole 
counties. 

In  1962,  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  handed  down  a  landmark  decision 
in  the  case  of  Baker  v.  Carr.  The  decision  held  that  unrepresentative  district- 
ing of  state  legislatures  violated  the  "equal  protection  clause"  of  Amendment 
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XIV  of  the  United  States  Constitution.  This  case  was  brought  to  the  Court  by 
a  group  of  Tennessee  voters  to  compel  its  state  legislature  to  redistrict  legis- 
lative districts  on  a  population  basis  as  provided  in  their  state  constitution, 
a  provision  that  the  legislature  had  ignored  since  1901.  In  1964,  the  Court 
reinforced  this  decision  by  directing  that  both  houses  of  a  state  legislature 
should  be  apportioned  according  to  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  and  by  the 
method  of  equal  apportionment.  These  rulings  reflected  the  view  of  the  Court 
that  a  vote  in  one  legislative  district  should  carry  as  much  weight  as  a  vote 
in  another  district;  that  political  equality  should  be  judged  on  a  basis  of  "one 
man,  one  vote." 

This  paragraph  carries  out  the  Court's  decision  in  providing  a  more  equitable 
representation  among  Senate  districts  and  it  also  mentions  that  the  Senate, 
the  upper  house  of  the  Legislature,  is  composed  of  forty  members. 

2.  Each  senator  shall  be  elected  by  the  legally  qualified  voters  of  the 
Senate  district,  except  that  if  the  Senate  district  is  composed  of  two  or 
more  counties  and  two  senators  are  apportioned  to  the  district,  one 
senator  shall  be  elected  by  the  legally  qualified  voters  of  each  As- 
sembly district.  Each  senator  shall  be  elected  for  a  term  beginning  at 
noon  of  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  next  following  his  election  and 
ending  at  noon  of  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  four  years  there- 
after, except  that  each  senator,  to  be  elected  for  a  term  beginning  in 
January  of  the  second  year  following  the  year  in  which  a  decennial 
census  of  the  United  States  is  taken,  shall  be  elected  for  a  term  of  two 
years. 

To  bring  about  reapportionment  in  the  Senate  every  ten  years.  Senators  are 
elected  for  a  term  of  two  years  beginning  in  January  of  the  second  year  fol- 
lowing the  United  States  decennial  census,  then  for  two  consecutive  periods 
of  four-year  terms.  Senators  elected  for  a  four-year-term  will  come  from  dis- 
tricts that  have  been  reapportioned  on  a  population  basis. 

3.  The  General  Assembly  shall  be  composed  of  eighty  members.  Each      General 
Senate  district  to  which  only  one  senator  is  apportioned  shall  con-      Assembly 
stitute  an  Assembly  district.  Each  of  the  remaining  Senate  districts 

shall  be  divided  into  Assembly  districts  equal  in  number  to  the  number 
of  senators  apportioned  to  the  Senate  district.  The  Assembly  districts 
shall  be  composed  of  contiguous  territory,  as  nearly  compact  and  equal 
in  the  number  of  their  inhabitants  as  possible,  and  in  no  event  shall 
each  such  district  contain  less  than  eighty  per  cent  nor  more  than 
one  hundred  twenty  per  cent  of  one-fortieth  of  the  total  number  of 
inhabitants  of  the  State  as  reported  in  the  last  preceding  decennial 
census  of  the  United  States.  Unless  necessary  to  meet  the  foregoing 
requirements,  no  county  or  municipality  shall  be  divided  among 
Assembly  districts  unless  it  shall  contain  more  than  one-fortieth  of  the 
total  number  of  inhabitants  of  the  State,  and  no  county  or  munici- 
pality shall  be  divided  among  a  number  of  Assembly  districts  larger 
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than  one  plus  the  whole  number  obtained  by  dividing  the  number  of 
inhabitants  in  the  county  or  municipality  by  one-fortieth  of  the  total 
number  of  inhabitants  of  the  State. 

This  paragraph  fulfills  the  United  States  Supreme  Court  decision  requiring 
state  lawmaking  bodies,  such  as  our  General  Assembly,  to  be  districted  so  as 
to  provide  that  the  number  of  people  represented  by  each  Assemblyman  are 
reasonably  equal. 

The  paragraph  also  mentions  that  the  General  Assembly,  the  lower  house  of 
the  Legislature,  is  composed  of  80  members. 

4.  Two  members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  elected  by  the 
legally  qualified  voters  of  each  Assembly  district  for  terms  beginning 
at  noon  of  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  next  following  their  elec- 
tion and  ending  at  noon  of  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  two  years 
thereafter. 

Assemblymen  are  elected  for  a  term  of  two  years. 


SECTION  III 


Apportion-  1.  After  the  next  and  every  subsequent  decennial  census  of  the  United 
ment  Com-  States,  the  Senate  districts  and  Assembly  districts  shall  be  established, 
mission  g^^  j.j^g  senators  and  members  of  the  General  Assembly  shall  be  ap- 

portioned among  them,  by  an  Apportionment  Commission  consisting 
of  ten  members,  five  to  be  appointed  by  the  chairman  of  the  State 
committee  of  each  of  the  two  political  parties  whose  candidates  for 
Governor  receive  the  largest  number  of  votes  at  the  most  recent  guber- 
natorial election.  Each  State  chairman,  in  making  such  appointments, 
shall  give  due  consideration  to  the  representation  of  the  various 
geographical  areas  of  the  State.  Appointments  to  the  Commission 
shall  be  made  on  or  before  November  15  of  the  year  in  which  such 
census  is  taken  and  shall  be  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or 
before  December  1  of  that  year.  The  Commission,  by  a  majority  of  the 
whole  number  of  its  members,  shall  certify  the  establishment  of 
Senate  and  Assembly  districts  and  the  apportionment  of  senators 
and  members  of  the  General  Assembly  to  the  Secretary  of  State  within 
one  month  of  the  receipt  by  the  Governor  of  the  official  decennial 
census  of  the  United  States  for  New  Jersey,  or  on  or  before  February  1 
of  the  year  following  the  year  in  which  the  census  is  taken,  whichever 
date  is  later. 

2.  If  the  Apportionment  Commission  fails  so  to  certify  such  estab- 
lishment and  apportionment  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or  before 
the  date  fixed  or  if  prior  thereto  it  determines  that  it  will  be  unable 
so  to  do,  it  shall  so  certify  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court 
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of  New  Jersey  and  he  shall  appoint  an  eleventh  member  of  the  Com- 
mission. The  Commission  so  constituted,  by  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  its  members,  shall,  within  one  month  after  the  appoint- 
ment of  such  eleventh  member,  certify  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  es- 
tablishment of  Senate  and  Assembly  districts  and  the  apportionment 
of  senators  and  members  of  the  General  Assembly. 

3.  Such  establishment  and  apportionment  shall  be  used  thereafter  for 
the  election  of  members  of  the  Legislature  and  shall  remain  unaltered 
until  the  following  decennial  census  of  the  United  States  for  New 
Jersey  shall  have  been  received  by  the  Governor. 

This  section  creates  a  bi-partisan  ten-member  Apportionment  Commission  to 
grapple  with  the  redistricting  and  reapportioning  of  our  state  legislative  seats. 
To  prevent  inequitable  representation,  the  function  of  the  Commission  is  to 
redraw  Senate  and  General  Assembly  district  boundaries  and  reapportion 
senators  and  assemblymen  among  them  every  ten  years.  The  legislative  dis- 
tricts should  be  redrawn  as  equal  in  population  as  possible. 
If  the  Apportionment  Commission  fails  to  propose  a  redistricting  and  reappor- 
tioning plan,  this  clause  makes  it  possible  for  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme 
Court  of  New  Jersey  to  appoint  ari  eleventh  member.  The  vote  of  the  addi- 
tional member  should  permit  a  majority  decision  of  a  plan. 

Our  legislative  districts  will  remain  unchanged  until  a  new  census  is  taken. 


SECTION  IV 

1.  Any  vacancy  in  the  Legislature  occasioned  by  death,  resignation  or 
otherwise  shall  be  filled  by  election  for  the  unexpired  term  only,  as 
may  be  provided  by  law.  Each  house  shall  direct  a  writ  of  election  to 
fill  any  vacancy  in  its  membership;  but  if  the  vacancy  shall  occur 
during  a  recess  of  the  Legislature,  the  writ  may  be  issued  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

This  paragraph  provides  for  the  election  of  a  member  of  the  Legislature  to 
fill  a  vacancy. 

2.  Each  house  shall  be  the  judge  of  elections,  returns  and  qualifications 
of  its  own  members,  and  a  majority  of  all  its  members  shall  constitute 
a  quorum  to  do  business;  but  a  smaller  number  may  adjourn  from 
day  to  day,  and  may  be  authorized  to  compel  the  attendance  of  absent 
members,  in  such  manner,  and  under  such  penalties,  as  each  house 
may  provide. 

Each  house  has  the  power  to  decide  whether  a  member  has  been  properly 
elected  and  has  proper  qualifications  for  membership.  A  majority  is  one  more 
than  half  of  the  number  of  legislative  members,  and  this  majority  must  be 
present  to  make  the  quorum  needed  to  transact  business. 
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3.  Each  house  shall  choose  its  own  officers,  determine  the  rules  of  its 
proceedings,  and  punish  its  members  for  disorderly  behavior.  It  may 
expel  a  member  with  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  its  members. 

Each  house  is  given  power  to  organize  and  discipline  its  members. 

4.  Each  house  shall  keep  a  journal  of  its  proceedings,  and  from  time 
to  time  publish  the  same.  The  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  of  either 
house  on  any  question  shall,  on  demand  of  one-fifth  of  those  present, 
be  entered  on  the  journal. 

Any  citizen  can  find  out  what  is  happening  in  the  Legislature  by  reading  the 
official  journal.  At  the  request  of  one-fifth  of  the  members  present,  their  votes 
are  recorded.  Why  is  the  journal  invaluable  resource  material  for  students? 

5.  Neither  house,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  shall,  without 
the  consent  of  the  other,  adjourn  for  more  than  three  days,  or  to  any 
other  place  than  that  in  which  the  two  houses  shall  be  sitting. 

This  paragraph  makes  it  impossible  for  one  house  to  adjourn  for  an  indefinite 
period  and  thus  hold  up  public  business. 

6.  All  bills  and  joint  resolutions  shall  be  read  three  times  in  each  house 
before  final  passage.  No  bill  or  joint  resolution  shall  be  read  a  third 
time  in  either  house  until  after  the  intervention  of  one  full  calendar 
day  following  the  day  of  the  second  reading;  but  if  either  house  shall 
resolve  by  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  its  members,  signified  by  yeas 
and  nays  entered  on  the  journal,  that  a  bill  or  joint  resolution  is  an 
emergency  measure,  it  may  proceed  forthwith  from  second  to  third 
reading.  No  bill  or  joint  resolution  shall  pass,  unless  there  shall  be  a 
majority  of  all  the  members  of  each  body  personally  present  and 
agreeing  thereto,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  voting  on  such 
final  passage  shall  be  entered  on  the  journal. 

You  often  hear  that  a  bill  has  had  its  first  reading,  its  second  reading,  or  its 
third  reading.  This  shows  you  how  far  along  the  bill  has  gone.  A  majority  of 
the  entire  membership  must  vote  favorably  on  a  bill  before  it  can  be  consid- 
ered passed.  Can  you  think  of  an  example  of  an  emergency  bill  which  would 
have  its  third  reading  before  a  full  calendar  day  had  passed  since  the  second 
reading? 

7.  Members  of  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  shall  receive  an- 
nually, during  the  term  for  which  they  shall  have  been  elected  and 
while  they  shall  hold  their  office,  such  compensation  as  shall,  from 
time  to  time,  be  fixed  by  law  and  no  other  allowance  or  emolument, 
directly  or  indirectly,  for  any  purpose  whatever.  The  President  of  the 
Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly,  each  by  virtue  of 
his  office,  shall  receive  an  additional  allowance,  equal  to  one-third  of 
his  compensation  as  a  member. 
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8.  The  compensation  of  members  of  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly 
shall  be  fixed  at  the  first  session  of  the  Legislature  held  after  this  Con- 
stitution takes  effect,  and  may  be  increased  or  decreased  by  law  from 
time  to  time  thereafter,  but  no  increase  or  decrease  shall  be  effective 
until  the  legislative  year  following  the  next  general  election  for  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Assembly. 

The  State  does  not  pay  high  salaries  to  the  members  of  the  Legislature.  This 
is  one  way  by  which  a  citizen  can  serve  his  State.  People  consider  it  an  honor 
to  be  selected  for  such  service. 

9.  Members  of  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  shall,  in  all  cases 
except  treason  and  high  misdemeanor,  be  privileged  from  arrest  during 
their  attendance  at  the  sitting  of  their  respective  houses,  and  in  going 
to  and  returning  from  the  same;  and  for  any  statement,  speech  or  de- 
bate in  either  house  or  at  any  meeting  of  a  legislative  committee,  they 
shall  not  be  questioned  in  any  other  place. 

Except  for  serious  offenses,  lawmakers  are  free  from  arrest  during  attendance 
at  the  Legislature  and  in  going  to  and  from  the  Legislature.  This  privilege 
protects  a  lawmaker  from  interference  in  the  carrying  out  of  his  duties  while 
engaged  in  legislative  business.  Lawmakers  cannot  be  sued  for  libel  for  what- 
ever they  say  on  the  floor  of  the  Legislature,  before  a  legislative  committee, 
or  in  connection  with  legislative  business.  A  lawmaker  might  be  inclined  not 
to  speak  if  he  feared  a  lawsuit  or  prosecution  for  libel  or  slander  in  statements 
made  in  the  Legislature. 
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SECTION  V 


1.  No  member  of  the  Senate  or  General  Assembly,  during  the  term  for 
which  he  shall  have  been  elected,  shall  be  nominated,  elected  or  ap- 
pointed to  any  State  civil  office  or  position,  of  profit,  which  shall 
have  been  created  by  law,  or  the  emoluments  whereof  shall  have  been 
increased  by  law,  during  such  term.  The  provisions  of  this  paragraph 
shall  not  prohibit  the  election  of  any  person  as  Governor  or  as  a 
member  of  the  Senate  or  General  Assembly. 

Members  of  the  Legislature  are  not  permitted  to  secure  positions  for  them- 
selves or  to  raise  the  salary  of  a  position  for  later  advantage  to  themselves. 

2.  The  Legislature  may  appoint  any  commission,  committee  or  other 
body  whose  main  purpose  is  to  aid  or  assist  it  in  performing  its  func- 
tions. Members  of  the  Legislature  may  be  appointed  to  serve  on  any 
such  body. 

This  paragraph  allows  the  Legislature  to  create  the  necessary  commissions, 
committees,  or  other  bodies  to  speed  up  and  ease  its  work. 
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3.  If  any  member  of  the  Legislature  shall  become  a  member  of  Con- 
gress or  shall  accept  any  Federal  or  State  office  or  position,  of  profit, 
his  seat  shall  thereupon  become  vacant. 

A  person  could  not  give  proper  attention  to  work  in  both  the  national  and 
state  governments,  so  this  is  a  wise  clause. 

4.  No  member  of  Congress,  no  person  holding  any  Federal  or  State 
office  or  position,  of  profit,  and  no  judge  of  any  court  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  seat  in  the  Legislature. 

Again  we  note  the  intention  of  keeping  people  from  holding  executive  or 
judicial  offices  or  federal  positions  and  at  the  same  time  being  a  member  of 
the  Legislature.  The  Legislature  must  be  free  to  deal  impartially  with  other 
branches  of  government. 

5.  Neither  the  Legislature  nor  either  house  thereof  shall  elect  or  ap- 
point any  executive,  administrative  or  judicial  officer  except  the  State 
Auditor. 

The  State  Auditor  is  appointed  by  the  Legislature  to  review  the  expenditures 
of  state  agencies.  Because  he  is  accountable  to  the  Legislature,  he  checks  to 
determine  if  appropriate  funds  have  been  spent  for  the  purposes  intended  by 
the  Legislature. 


SECTION  VI 
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1.  All  bills  for  raising  revenue  shall  originate  in  the  General  Assembly; 
but  the  Senate  may  propose  or  concur  with  amendments,  as  on  other 
bills. 

fust  as  in  the  national  government,  revenue  bills  must  start  in  the  lower  house. 
Of  course,  the  Senate  may  amend  a  revenue  bill  and  ask  the  Assembly  to  ap- 
prove its  amendments. 

2.  The  Legislature  may  enact  general  laws  under  which  municipali- 
ties, other  than  counties,  may  adopt  zoning  ordinances  limiting  and 
restricting  to  specified  districts  and  regulating  therein,  buildings  and 
structures,  according  to  their  construction,  and  the  nature  and  ex- 
tent of  their  use,  and  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  uses  of  land,  and 
the  exercise  of  such  authority  shall  be  deemed  to  be  within  the  police 
power  of  the  State.  Such  laws  shall  be  subject  to  repeal  or  alteration 
by  the  Legislature. 

The  purpose  of  this  paragraph  is  to  allow  the  Legislature  to  make  laws  that 
will,  in  turn,  enable  urban  communities  to  establish  zoning  districts.  These 
districts  are  necessary  to  assure  the  orderly  growth  of  each  community.  For 
example,  zoning  districts  protect  residential  areas  from  too  rapid  deteriora- 
tion and  provide  suitable  locations  for  business  and  industrial  expansion. 
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3.  Any  agency  or  political  subdivision  of  the  State  or  any  agency  of 
a  political  subdivision  thereof,  which  may  be  empowered  to  take  or 
otherwise  acquire  private  property  for  any  public  highway,  parkway, 
airport,  place,  improvement,  or  use,  may  be  authorized  by  law  to  take 
or  otherwise  acquire  a  fee  simple  absolute  or  any  lesser  interest,  and 
may  be  authorized  by  law  to  take  or  otherwise  acquire  a  fee  simple 
absolute  in,  easements  upon,  or  the  benefit  of  restrictions  upon, 
abutting  property  to  preserve  and  protect  the  public  highway,  park- 
way, airport,  place,  improvement,  or  use;  but  such  taking  shall  be 
with  just  compensation. 

The  State  has  the  power  to  buy  land  it  wants  to  use  for  public  purposes  such 
as  for  the  building  of  a  public  highway.  This  paragraph  says  that  when  the 
State  buys  the  property,  and  also  land  next  to  that  property  which  protects 
it,  the  State  may  use  that  land  for  any  purpose  that  is  constitutional.  The  State 
must  pay  a  just  price  for  this  property. 

4.  The  Legislature,  in  order  to  insure  continuity  of  State,  county  and 
local  governmental  operations  in  periods  of  emergency  resulting  from 
disasters  caused  by  enemy  attack,  shall  have  the  power  and  the  im- 
mediate and  continuing  duty  by  legislation  (1)  to  provide,  prior  to  the 
occurrence  of  the  emergency,  for  prompt  and  temporary  succession 
to  the  powers  and  duties  of  public  offices,  of  whatever  nature  and 
whether  filled  by  election  or  appointment,  the  incumbents  of  which 
may  become  unavailable  for  carrying  on  the  powers  and  duties  of 
such  offices,  and  (2)  to  adopt  such  other  measures  as  may  be  neces- 
sary and  proper  for  insuring  the  continuity  of  governmental  opera- 
tions. In  the  exercise  of  the  powers  hereby  conferred  the  Legislature 
shall  in  all  respects  conform  to  the  requirements  of  this  Constitution 
except  to  the  extent  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  Legislature  to  do  so 
would  be  impracticable  or  would  admit  of  undue  delay. 

The  massive  power  of  destructive  weapons  has  made  it  increasingly  possible 
that  a  nuclear  attack  could  temporarily  interrupt  effective  state,  county,  and 
local  governmental  operations.  In  the  interest  of  the  continuity  of  govern- 
ment, this  paragraph  establishes  procedures  for  emergency  interim  succession 
in  state,  county,  and  local  public  offices.  This  would  allow  the  state  and 
county  and  local  units  of  government  to  manage  their  human  and  natural 
resources,  within  their  boundaries,  during  the  post-attack  period  until  govern- 
ment could  operate  effectively. 
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SECTION  VII 


1.  No  divorce  shall  be  granted  by  the  Legislature. 

This  paragraph  keeps  the  question  of  divorce  in  the  hands  of  the  courts.  If  the 
Legislature  could  grant  divorces,  our  lawmakers  would  be  subject  to  a  great 
many  bothersome  pleas  to  end  marriages. 
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Gambling  2.  No  gambling  of  any  kind  shall  be  authorized  by  the  Legislature  un- 
less the  specific  kind,  restrictions  and  control  thereof  have  been  here- 
tofore submitted  to,  and  authorized  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast 
by,  the  people  at  a  special  election  or  shall  hereafter  be  submitted  to, 
and  authorized  by  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast  thereon  by,  the  legally 
qualified  voters  of  the  State  voting  at  a  general  election,  except  that, 
without  any  such  submission  or  authorization; 

A.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  bona  fide  veterans,  charitable,  educational, 
religious  or  fraternal  organizations,  civic  and  service  clubs,  volunteer 
fire  companies  and  first-aid  or  rescue  squads  to  conduct,  under  such 
restrictions  and  control  as  shall  from  time  to  time  be  prescribed  by  the 
Legislature  by  law,  games  of  chance  and  restricted  to,  the  selling  of 
rights  to  participate,  and  the  awarding  of  prizes,  in  the  specific  kind  of 
game  of  chance  sometimes  known  as  bingo  or  lotto,  played  with  cards 
bearing  numbers  or  other  designations,  5  or  more  in  one  line,  the 
holder  covering  numbers  as  objects,  similarly  numbered,  are  drawn 
from  a  receptacle  and  the  game  being  won  by  the  person  who  first 
covers  a  previously  designated  arrangement  of  numbers  on  such  a 
card,  when  the  entire  net  proceeds  of  such  games  of  chance  are  to  be 
devoted  to  educational,  charitable,  patriotic,  religious  or  public- 
spirited  uses,  in  any  municipality,  in  which  a  majority  of  the  qualified 
voters,  voting  thereon,  at  a  general  or  special  election  as  the  submis- 
sion thereof  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  Legislature  by  law,  shall  au- 
thorize the  conduct  of  such  games  of  chance  therein. 

B.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Legislature  to  authorize,  by  law,  bona 
fide  veterans,  charitable,  educational,  religious  or  fraternal  organiza- 
tions, civic  and  service  clubs,  volunteer  fire  companies  and  first-aid 
or  rescue  squads  to  conduct  games  of  chance  of,  and  restricted  to, 
the  selling  of  rights  to  participate,  and  the  awarding  of  prizes,  in  the 
specific  kinds  of  games  of  chance  sometimes  known  as  raffles,  con- 
ducted by  the  drawing  for  prizes  or  by  the  allotment  of  prizes  by 
chance,  when  the  entire  net  proceeds  of  such  games  of  chance  are  to 
be  devoted  to  educational,  charitable,  patriotic,  religious  or  public- 
spirited  uses,  in  any  municipality,  in  which  such  law  shall  be  adopted 
by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  voters,  voting  thereon,  at  a  general  or 
special  election  as  the  submission  thereof  shall  be  prescribed  by  law 
and  for  the  Legislature,  from  time  to  time,  to  restrict  and  control, 
by  law,  the  conduct  of  such  games  of  chance,  and 

C.  It  shall  be  lawful  for  the  Legislature  to  authorize  the  conduct  of 
State  lotteries  restricted  to  the  selling  of  rights  to  participate  therein 
and  the  awarding  of  prizes  by  drawings  when  the  entire  net  proceeds  of 
any  such  lottery  shall  be  for  State  institutions.  State  aid  for  education. 
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It  is  recognized  that  gambling  is  a  controversial  matter  among  the  people 
of  our  State.  Consequently  the  Legislature  does  not  have  the  authority  to 
permit  any  form  of  gambling  without  the  approval  of  the  voters  of  our  State.. 
The  question  of  allowing  specific  forms  of  gambling,  conducted  for  a  specific 
purpose,  in  a  municipality  may  be  submitted  to  the  voters  of  that  munici- 
pality. Nevertheless,  the  Legislature  keeps  the  power  to  authorize  and  control 
certain  kinds  of  gambling  when  approved  by  the  voters  of  a  municipality. 
State  lotteries  may  be  authorized  by  the  Legislature  to  help  finance  such  State 
institutions  as  our  public  schools. 

3.  The  Legislature  shall  not  pass  any  bill  of  attainder,  ex  post  facto 
law,  or  law  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  depriving  a  party 
of  any  remedy  for  enforcing  a  contract  which  existed  when  the  con- 
tract was  made. 

A  bill  of  attainder  is  a  legislative  act  that  declares  the  guilt  of  a  person  and 
inflicts  punishment  without  a  judicial  trial.  An  ex  post  facto  law  is  one  that 
punishes  a  person  for  a  crime  that  was  not  a  crime  when  committed,  or  that 
increases  the  punishment  for  a  crime  after  it  was  committed,  or  that  changes 
the  rules  of  evidence  so  as  to  make  conviction  easier  or  harder.  You  can  see 
what  confusion  we  should  have  if  the  Legislature  should  interfere  with  our 
courts  in  the  administration  of  justice. 

4.  To  avoid  improper  influences  which  may  result  from  intermixing 
in  one  and  the  same  act  such  things  as  have  no  proper  relation  to  each 
other,  every  law  shall  embrace  but  one  object,  and  that  shall  be  ex- 
pressed in  the  title.  This  paragraph  shall  not  invalidate  any  law  adopt- 
ing or  enacting  a  compilation,  consolidation,  revision,  or  rearrange- 
ment of  all  or  parts  of  the  statutory  law. 

5.  No  law  shall  be  revived  or  amended  by  reference  to  its  title  only, 
but  the  act  revived,  or  the  section  or  sections  amended,  shall  be  in- 
serted at  length.  No  act  shall  be  passed  which  shall  provide  that  any 
existing  law,  or  any  part  thereof,  shall  be  made  or  deemed  a  part  of  the 
act  or  which  shall  enact  that  any  existing  law,  or  any  part  thereof, 
shall  be  applicable,  except  by  inserting  it  in  such  act. 

All  of  these  provisions  are  for  the  purpose  of  having  our  laws  clear  and  ac- 
curate. Without  such  precautions  an  unwise  statement  which  would  not  be 
noticed  might  be  slipped  into  a  bill.  A  great  many  bills  are  presented  at  each 
session  of  the  Legislature  and  care  must  be  taken  that  each  bill  contains  only 
one  object.  In  this  way  business  can  be  done  more  efficiently. 

6.  The  laws  of  this  State  shall  begin  in  the  following  style:  "Be  it  en- 
acted by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey". 

This  paragraph  provides  for  a  uniform  manner  of  writing  the  introduction  to 
a  bill. 

7.  No  general  law  shall  embrace  any  provision  of  a  private,  special  or 
local  character. 
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8.  No  private,  special  or  local  law  shall  be  passed  unless  public  notice 
of  the  intention  to  apply  therefor,  and  of  the  general  object  thereof, 
shall  have  been  previously  given.  Such  notice  shall  be  given  at  such 
time  and  in  such  manner  and  shall  be  so  evidenced  and  the  evidence 
thereof  shall  be  so  preserved  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

In  these  two  paragraphs  the  citizens  of  the  State  are  protected  against  those 
who  sometimes  wish  to  secure  special  legislation  for  their  own  benefit.  Pub- 
licity of  such  bills  often  defeats  them.  Bear  in  mind  that  citizens  must  keep 
their  eyes  open  so  that  the  interest  of  the  whole  public  will  be  protected. 

Laws  Not      9.  The  Legislature  shall  not  pass  any  private,  special  or  local  laws: 
to  be  (1)  Authorizing  the  sale  of  any  lands  belonging  in  whole  or  in  part  to 

Passed  ^  minor  or  minors  or  other  persons  who  may  at  the  time  be  under 

any  legal  disability  to  act  for  themselves. 

(2)  Changing  the  law  of  descent. 

(3)  Providing  for  change  of  venue  in  civil  or  criminal  causes. 

(4)  Selecting,  drawing,  summoning  or  empaneling  grand  or  petit 
jurors. 

(5)  Creating,  increasing  or  decreasing  the  emoluments,  term  or  tenure 
rights  of  any  public  officers  or  employees. 

(6)  Relating  to  taxation  or  exemption  therefrom, 

(7)  Providing  for  the  management  and  control  of  free  public  schools. 

(8)  Granting  to  any  corporation,  association  or  individual  any  ex- 
clusive privilege,  immunity  or  franchise  whatever. 

(9)  Granting  to  any  corporation,  association  or  individual  the  right 
to  lay  down  railroad  tracks. 

(10)  Laying  out,  opening,  altering,  constructing,  maintaining  and 
repairing  roads  or  highways. 

(11)  Vacating  any  road,  town  plot,  street,  alley  or  public  grounds. 

(12)  Appointing  local  officers  or  commissions  to  regulate  municipal 
affairs. 

(13)  Regulating  the  internal  affairs  of  municipalities  formed  for  local 
government  and  counties,  except  as  otherwise  in  this  Constitution 
provided. 

The  Legislature  shall  pass  general  laws  providing  for  the  cases  enumer- 
ated in  this  paragraph,  and  for  all  other  cases  which,  in  its  judgment, 
may  be  provided  for  by  general  laws.  The  Legislature  shall  pass  no 
special  act  conferring  corporate  powers,  but  shall  pass  general  laws 
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under  which  corporations  may  be  organized  and  corporate  powers  of 
every  nature  obtained,  subject,  nevertheless,  to  repeal  or  alteration  at 
the  will  of  the  Legislature. 

This  paragraph  provides  that  the  Legislature  pass  laws  of  general  application 
rather  than  special  acts  that  will  take  care  of  or  benefit  single  cases. 

10.  Upon  petition  by  the  governing  body  of  any  municipal  corpora- 
tion formed  for  local  government,  or  of  any  county,  and  by  vote  of 
two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  each  house,  the  Legislature  may  pass 
private,  special  or  local  laws  regulating  the  internal  affairs  of  the 
municipality  or  county.  The  petition  shall  be  authorized  in  a  manner 
to  be  prescribed  by  general  law  and  shall  specify  the  general  nature 
of  the  law  sought  to  be  passed.  Such  law  shall  become  operative  only 
if  it  is  adopted  by  ordinance  of  the  governing  body  of  the  municipality 
or  county  or  by  vote  of  the  legally  qualified  voters  thereof.  The 
Legislature  shall  prescribe  in  such  law  or  by  general  law  the  method 
of  adopting  such  law,  and  the  manner  in  which  the  ordinance  of  adop- 
tion may  be  enacted  or  the  vote  taken,  as  the  case  may  be. 

//  a  municipality  or  county  wishes  the  Legislature  to  pass  a  special  law  apply- 
ing only  to  its  local  government,  it  may  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  pas- 
sage of  the  suggested  bill.  The  bill  may  then  be  passed  by  the  Legislature, 
with  a  two-third's  vote.  It  will  be  enforced  when  the  local  government  adopts 
the  new  law. 

11.  The  provisions  of  this  Constitution  and  of  any  law  concerning 
municipal  corporations  formed  for  local  government,  or  concerning 
counties,  shall  be  liberally  construed  in  their  favor.  The  powers  of 
counties  and  such  municipal  corporations  shall  include  not  only  those 
granted  in  express  terms  but  also  those  of  necessary  or  fair  implica- 
tion, or  incident  to  the  powers  expressly  conferred,  or  essential 
thereto,  and  not  inconsistent  with  or  prohibited  by  this  Constitution 
or  by  law. 

This  paragraph  protects  towns,  cities,  and  counties  in  their  right  to  manage 
their  own  local  affairs  without  interference  or  domination  by  the  State  govern- 
ment. Local  governments  cannot  pass  laws  that  contradict  provisions  of  either 
the  State  or  federal  constitutions. 
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SECTION  VIII 


1.  Members  of  the  Legislature  shall,  before  they  enter  on  the  duties  of 
their  respective  offices,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or 
affirmation:  "I  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  support  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  the  Constitution  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey,  and  that  I  will  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  of  Senator 


Oaths  of 
Office 
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(or  member  of  the  General  Assembly)  according  to  the  best  of  my 
ability."  Members-elect  of  the  Senate  or  General  Assembly  are  em- 
powered to  administer  said  oath  or  affirmation  to  each  other. 

Oaths  of         2.  Every  officer  of  the  Legislature  shall,  before  he  enters  upon  his 
Officers           duties,  take  and  subscribe  the  following  oath  or  affirmation:  "I  do 
solemnly  promise  and  swear  (or  affirm)  that  I  will  faithfully,  impar- 
tially and  justly  perform  all  the  duties  of  the  office  of  

to  the  best  of  my  ability  and  understanding;  that  I  will  carefully  pre- 
serve all  records,  papers,  writings,  or  property  entrusted  to  me  for 
safe-keeping  by  virtue  of  my  office,  and  make  such  disposition  of  the 
same  as  may  be  required  by  law." 

Besides  agreeing  to  be  a  faithful  supporter  of  his  State,  a  member  of  the  Legis- 
lature agrees  to  support  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States.  Thus,  the 
members  of  the  Legislature  have  a  dual  allegiance. 
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EXECUTIVE 

SECTION  I 
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1.  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Governor. 

2.  The  Governor  shall  be  not  less  than  thirty  years  of  age,  and  shall 
have  been  for  at  least  twenty  years  a  citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  a 
resident  of  this  State  seven  years  next  before  his  election,  unless  he 
shall  have  been  absent  during  that  time  on  the  public  business  of  the 
United  States  or  of  this  State. 

As  chief  executive  of  the  State  the  Governor  has  the  responsibility  for  ad- 
ministering the  affairs  of  the  State  and  executing  its  laws.  The  Governor  must 
be  a  resident  of  the  State  much  longer  than  a  member  of  the  Senate  or  the 
Assembly. 

3.  No  member  of  Congress  or  person  holding  any  office  or  position, 
of  profit,  under  this  State  or  the  United  States  shall  be  Governor. 
If  the  Governor  or  person  administering  the  office  of  Governor  shall 
accept  any  other  office  or  position,  of  profit,  under  this  State  or  the 
United  States,  his  office  of  Governor  shall  thereby  be  vacated.  No  Gov- 
ernor shall  be  elected  by  the  Legislature  to  any  office  during  the  term 
for  which  he  shall  have  been  elected  Governor. 
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The  Governor  must  not  hold  other  state  or  national  offices.  He  needs  to  give 
his  undivided  attention  to  his  important  work. 

4.  The  Governor  shall  be  elected  by  the  legally  qualified  voters  of  this 
State.  The  person  receiving  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  the 
Governor;  but  if  two  or  more  shall  be  equal  and  greatest  in  votes,  one 
of  them  shall  be  elected  Governor  by  the  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the 
members  of  both  houses  in  joint  meeting  at  the  regular  legislative 
session  next  following  the  election  for  Governor  by  the  people.  Con- 
tested elections  for  the  office  of  Governor  shall  be  determined  in  such 
manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

5.  The  term  of  office  of  the  Governor  shall  be  four  years,  beginning  at 
noon  of  the  third  Tuesday  in  January  next  following  his  election,  and 
ending  at  noon  of  the  third  Tuesday  in  January  four  years  thereafter. 
No  person  who  has  been  elected  Governor  for  two  successive  terms, 
including  an  unexpired  term,  shall  again  be  eligible  for  that  office 
until  the  third  Tuesday  in  January  of  the  fourth  year  following  the 
expiration  of  his  second  successive  term. 

The  Governor  is  elected  for  a  term  of  four  years.  He  is  the  only  public  official 
chosen  by  a  state-wide  popular  vote.  Although  the  Governor  may  not  serve 
more  than  two  terms,  he  may  run  again  after  sitting  out  a  term. 

6.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Governor  resulting  from 
the  death,  resignation  or  removal  of  a  Governor  in  office,  or  the 
death  of  a  Governor-elect,  or  from  any  other  cause,  the  functions, 
powers,  duties  and  emoluments  of  the  office  shall  devolve  upon  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  for  the  time  being,  and  in  the  event  of  his 
death,  resignation  or  removal,  then  upon  the  Speaker  of  the  General 
Assembly,  for  the  time  being;  and  in  the  event  of  his  death,  resignation 
or  removal,  then  upon  such  officers  and  in  such  order  of  succession 
as  may  be  provided  by  law;  until  a  new  Governor  shall  be  elected  and 
qualify. 

7.  In  the  event  of  the  failure  of  the  Governor-elect  to  qualify,  or  of  the 
absence  from  the  State  of  a  Governor  in  office,  or  his  inability  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  office,  or  his  impeachment,  the  functions, 
powers,  duties  and  emoluments  of  the  office  shall  devolve  upon  the 
President  of  the  Senate,  for  the  tim.e  being;  and  in  the  event  of  his 
death,  resignation,  removal,  absence,  inability  or  impeachment,  then 
upon  the  Speaker  of  the  General  Assembly,  for  the  time  being;  and  in 
the  event  of  his  death,  resignation,  removal,  absence,  inability  or 
impeachment,  then  upon  such  officers  and  in  such  order  of  succession 
as  may  be  provided  by  law;  until  the  Governor-elect  shall  qualify,  or 
the  Governor  in  office  shall  return  to  the  State,  or  shall  no  longer  be 
unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  the  office,  or  shall  be  acquitted,  as  the 
case  may  be,  or  until  a  new  Governor  shall  be  elected  and  qualify. 
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8.  Whenever  a  Governor-elect  shall  have  failed  to  qualify  within  six 
months  after  the  beginning  of  his  term  of  office,  or  whenever  for  a 
period  of  six  months  a  Governor  in  office,  or  person  administering  the 
office,  shall  have  remained  continuously  absent  from  the  State,  or 
shall  have  been  continuously  unable  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his 
office  by  reason  of  mental  or  physical  disability,  the  office  shall  be 
deemed  vacant.  Such  vacancy  shall  be  determined  by  the  Supreme 
Court  upon  presentment  to  it  of  a  concurrent  resolution  declaring  the 
ground  of  the  vacancy,  adopted  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  the 
members  of  each  house  of  the  Legislature,  and  upon  notice,  hearing 
before  the  Court  and  proof  of  the  existence  of  the  vacancy. 

9.  In  the  event  of  a  vacancy  in  the  office  of  Governor,  a  Governor 
shall  be  elected  to  fill  the  unexpired  term  at  the  general  election  next 
succeeding  the  vacancy,  unless  the  vacancy  shall  occur  within  sixty 
days  immediately  preceding  a  general  election,  in  which  case  he  shall 
be  elected  at  the  second  succeeding  general  election;  but  no  election  to 
fill  an  unexpired  term  shall  be  held  in  any  year  in  which  a  Governor 
is  to  be  elected  for  a  full  term.  A  Governor  elected  for  an  unexpired 
term  shall  assume  his  office  immediately  upon  his  election. 

These  four  paragraphs  provide  for  the  filling  of  the  office  of  Governor  in  case 
of  death,  resignation,  removal,  absence  from  the  State,  or  any  other  cause. 
Can  a  Governor  who  does  not  attend  to  his  duties  for  any  length  of  time  re- 
main in  office? 

10.  The  Governor  shall  receive  for  his  services  a  salary,  which  shall 
be  neither  increased  nor  diminished  during  the  period  for  which  he 
shall  have  been  elected. 

11.  The  Governor  shall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 
To  this  end  he  shall  have  power,  by  appropriate  action  or  proceeding 
in  the  courts  brought  in  the  name  of  the  State,  to  enforce  compliance 
with  any  constitutional  or  legislative  mandate,  or  to  restrain  viola- 
tion of  any  constitutional  or  legislative  power  or  duty,  by  any  officer, 
department  or  agency  of  the  State;  but  this  power  shall  not  be  con- 
strued to  authorize  any  action  or  proceeding  against  the  Legislature. 

Since  the  Governor  is  the  head  of  the  executive,  or  law-enforcing  body,  which, 
you  remember,  is  one  of  the  three  branches  of  government,  it  is  his  task  to 
see  that  these  laws  are  enforced.  This  paragraph  gives  him  that  power. 

12.  The  Governor  shall  communicate  to  the  Legislature,  by  message 
at  the  opening  of  each  regular  session  and  at  such  other  times  as  he 
may  deem  necessary,  the  condition  of  the  State,  and  shall  in  like 
manner  recommend  such  measures  as  he  may  deem  desirable.  He  may 
convene  the  Legislature,  or  the  Senate  alone,  whenever  in  his  opinion 
the  public  interest  shall  require.  He  shall  be  the  Commander-in-Chief 
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of  all  the  military  and  naval  forces  of  the  State.  He  shall  grant  com- 
missions to  all  officers  elected  or  appointed  pursuant  to  this  Consti- 
tution. He  shall  nominate  and  appoint,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate,  all  officers  for  whose  election  or  appointment  provision 
is  not  otherwise  made  by  this  Constitution  or  by  law. 

Besides  seeing  that  laws  are  enforced,  the  Governor  addresses  the  Legislature 
and  sends  messages  to  it,  proposes  legislation  needed  to  carry  out  his  policies, 
calls  the  Legislature  into  special  session,  serves  as  Commander-in-Chief  of 
the  armed  forces  of  the  State  except  when  it  is  called  into  national  service, 
and  nominates  and  appoints  a  number  of  state  officials  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate. 

13.  The  Governor  may  fill  any  vacancy  occurring  in  any  office  during 
a  recess  of  the  Legislature,  appointment  to  which  may  be  made  by  the 
Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate,  or  by  the  Legis- 
lature in  joint  meeting.  An  ad  interim  appointment  so  made  shall  ex- 
pire at  the  end  of  the  next  regular  session  of  the  Senate,  unless  a  suc- 
cessor shall  be  sooner  appointed  and  qualify;  and  after  the  end  of  the 
session  no  ad  interim  appointment  to  the  same  office  shall  be  made 
unless  the  Governor  shall  have  submitted  to  the  Senate  a  nomination 
to  the  office  during  the  session  and  the  Senate  shall  have  adjourned 
without  confirming  or  rejecting  it.  No  person  nominated  for  any 
office  shall  be  eligible  for  an  ad  interim  appointment  to  such  office 
if  the  nomination  shall  have  failed  of  confirmation  by  the  Senate. 

When  the  Legislature  is  not  in  session  the  Governor  may  fill  vacancies  and 
thus  keep  the  business  of  the  State  going  on.  But,  if  the  Senate  rejects  the 
nomination  before  it  adjourns,  the  Governor  may  not  appoint  the  same  person 
again.  If  the  Senate  neither  confirms  nor  rejects  the  nomination  before  ad- 
journing, then  the  Governor  has  the  right  to  keep  the  vacancy  filled  until 
the  next  session  or  election.  Notice  that  the  Senate  has  considerable  control 
over  the  appointments  made  by  the  Governor. 

14.  (a)  Every  bill  which  shall  have  passed  both  houses  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Governor.  If  he  approves  he  shall  sign  it,  but  if  not  he 
shall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the  house  in  which  it  shall  have 
originated,  which  shall  enter  the  objections  at  large  on  its  journal  and 
proceed  to  reconsider  it.  If  upon  reconsideration,  on  or  after  the  third 
day  following  the  return  of  the  bill,  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of 
the  house  of  origin  shall  agree  to  pass  the  bill,  it  shall  be  sent,  together 
with  the  objections  of  the  Governor,  to  the  other  house,  by  which  it 
shall  be  reconsidered  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
of  that  house,  it  shall  become  a  law;  and  in  all  such  cases  the  votes 
of  each  house  shall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  the  names  of 
the  persons  voting  for  and  against  the  bill  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journal  of  each  house  respectively.  If  a  bill  shall  not  be  returned  by  the 
Governor  within  10  days,  Sundays  excepted,  after  it  shall  have-been 
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presented  to  him,  the  same  shall  become  a  law  on  the  tenth  day,  unless 
the  house  of  origin  shall  on  that  day  be  in  adjournment.  If  on  the 
tenth  day  the  house  of  origin  shall  be  in  temporary  adjournment  in 
the  course  of  a  regular  or  special  session,  the  bill  shall  become  a  law 
on  the  day  on  which  the  house  of  origin  shall  reconvene,  unless  the 
Governor  shall  on  that  day  return  the  bill  to  that  house. 

(b)  If  on  the  tenth  day  the  Legislature  is  in  adjournment  sine  die,  the 
bill  shall  become  a  law  if  the  Governor  shall  sign  it  within  45  days, 
Sundays  excepted,  after  such  adjournment.  On  the  said  forty-fifth  day 
the  bill  shall  become  a  law,  notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  Gov- 
ernor to  sign  it  within  the  period  last  stated,  unless  at  or  before  noon 
he  shall  return  it  with  his  objections  to  the  house  of  origin: 

(1)  on  said  forty-fifth  day,  if  the  house  shall  have  again  convened  in 
regular  or  special  session  of  the  same  2-year  Legislature  and  shall  be 
meeting  on  said  day,  or 

(2)  on  the  day  upon  which  the  house  shall  reconvene,  if  it  is  in  tempo- 
rary adjournment  in  the  course  of  a  regular  or  special  session  of  the 
same  2-year  Legislature  on  said  forty-fifth  day,  or 

(3)  on  said  forty-fifth  day,  if  the  house  is  in  adjournment  sine  die  on 
said  day,  at  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature  which  shall  convene  on 
that  day,  without  petition  or  call,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  acting  pur- 
suant to  this  paragraph  upon  bills  returned  by  the  Governor.  At  such 
special  session  a  bill  may  be  reconsidered  on  or  after  the  first  day  fol- 
lowing return  of  the  bill,  in  the  manner  provided  in  this  paragraph  for 
the  reconsideration  of  bills,  and  if  approved  upon  reconsideration  by 
two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  each  house,  it  shall  become  a  law. 
The  Governor,  in  returning  with  his  objections  a  bill  for  reconsidera- 
tion at  any  general  or  special  session  of  the  Legislature,  may  recom- 
mend that  an  amendment  or  amendments  specified  by  him  be  made  in 
the  bill,  and  in  such  case  the  Legislature  may  amend  and  re-enact  the 
bill.  If  a  bill  be  so  amended  and  re-enacted,  it  shall  be  presented  again 
to  the  Governor,  but  shall  become  a  law  only  if  he  shall  sign  it  within 
10  days  after  presentation;  and  no  bill  shall  be  returned  by  the  Gov- 
ernor a  second  time.  A  special  session  of  the  Legislature  shall  not  be 
convened  pursuant  to  this  paragraph  whenever  the  forty-fifth  day, 
Sundays  excepted,  after  adjournment  sine  die  of  a  regular  or  special 
session  shall  fall  on  or  after  the  last  day  of  the  legislative  year  in  which 
the  second  annual  session  was  held;  in  which  event  any  bill  not  signed 
by  the  Governor  within  such  45-day  period  shall  not  become  a  law. 

//  the  Governor  approves  a  bill,  he  signs  it,  in  which  case  the  bill  becomes  a 
law.  But,  if  the  Governor  disapproves  a  hill,  he  may  return  it  to  the  house 
where  it  originated  without  his  signature  and  with  the  reasons  for  his  objec- 
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tions.  This  is  called  vetoing  a  bill.  If  two-thirds  of  the  elected  members  of  each 
house  still  vote  for  the  bill,  it  becomes  a  law  despite  the  Governor's  veto. 
When  the  Legislature  is  still  in  session,  the  Governor  has  ten  days  (Sundays 
are  not  counted)  to  study  a  bill.  If  he  allows  ten  days  to  go  by  without  either 
signing  or  returning  it  to  the  house  of  origin,  it  becomes  a  law  on  the  tenth 
day  without  his  approval.  When  this  happens  it  usually  means  that  the  Gov- 
ernor probably  does  not  want  to  fight  the  bill  with  his  veto  power,  yet  he 
does  not  want  the  records  to  show  his  approval,  in  the  form  of  his  signature. 
When  the  Legislature  is  in  adjournment,  without  any  day  having  been  set 
to  meet  again,  the  Governor  has  forty-five  days  to  sign  a  bill.  On  the  forty- 
fifth  day,  the  bill  becomes  a  law,  whether  or  not  the  Governor  has  signed 
it.  If  the  Legislature  meets  on  the  forty-fifth  day,  in  a  regular  or  special  ses- 
sion, the  Governor  may  return  the  bill  with  his  veto,  and  perhaps  with  sug- 
gestions for  amendment. 

15.  If  any  bill  presented  to  the  Governor  shall  contain  one  or  more  Revenue 
items  of  appropriation  of  money,  he  may  object  in  whole  or  in  part  to  ^'I's 
any  such  item  or  items  while  approving  the  other  portions  of  the  bill. 
In  such  case  he  shall  append  to  the  bill,  at  the  time  of  signing  it,  a 
statement  of  each  item  or  part  thereof  to  which  he  objects,  and  each 
item  or  part  so  objected  to  shall  not  take  effect.  A  copy  of  such  state- 
ment shall  be  transmitted  by  him  to  the  house  in  which  the  bill  orig- 
inated, and  each  item  or  part  thereof  objected  to  shall  be  separately 
reconsidered.  If  upon  reconsideration,  on  or  after  the  third  day  fol- 
lowing said  transmittal,  one  or  more  of  such  items  or  parts  thereof  be 
approved  by  two-thirds  of  all  the  members  of  each  house,  the  same 
shall  become  a  part  of  the  law,  notwithstanding  the  objections  of 
the  Governor.  All  the  provisions  of  the  preceding  paragraph  in  rela- 
tion to  bills  not  approved  by  the  Governor  shall  apply  to  cases  in 
which  he  shall  withhold  his  approval  from  any  item  or  items  or  parts 
thereof  contained  in  a  bill  appropriating  money. 

This  paragraph  gives  the  Governor  the  opportunity  to  veto  individual  items 
of  an  appropriation  bill  passed  by  the  Legislature,  while  signing  the  rest  of  the 
bill.  The  item  vetoed  can  be  overridden  by  the  Legislature.  Of  course,  the  Gov- 
ernor may  veto  the  whole  appropriation  bill. 


SECTION  II 

1.  The  Governor  may  grant  pardons  and  reprieves  in  all  cases  other      Clemency 
than  impeachment  and  treason,  and  may  suspend  and  remit  fines  and 
forfeitures.  A  commission  or  other  body  may  be  established  by  law  to 

aid  and  advise  the  Governor  in  the  exercise  of  executive  clemency. 

2.  A  system  for  the  granting  of  parole  shall  be  provided  by  law. 
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After  the  Governor  studies  a  situation  and  is  convinced  that  the  circumstances 
justify  a  pardon  or  a  reprieve  or  a  suspension  of  fines  and  forfeitures,  he  may 
grant  these.  The  Legislature  may  create  a  commission  to  share  the  power  of 
clemency  with  the  Governor.  Paroles  shall  be  granted  on  the  basis  of  laws 
made  by  the  Legislature. 


SECTION  III 

Military       1.  Provision  for  organizing,  inducting,  training,  arming,  disciplining 
Powers        and  regulating  a  militia  shall  be  made  by  law,  which  shall  conform  to 

applicable  standards  established  for  the  armed  forces  of  the  United 

States. 

2.  The  Governor  shall  nominate  and  appoint  all  general  and  flag  of- 
ficers of  the  militia,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  All 
other  commissioned  officers  of  the  militia  shall  be  appointed  and  com- 
missioned by  the  Governor  according  to  law. 

Although  the  Governor  is  the  military  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  State, 
the  militia  must  be  administered  according  to  law. 


SECTION  IV 


Depart-  1-  -^H  executive  and  administrative  offices,  departments,  and  instru- 
ments mentalities  of  the  State  government,  including  the  offices  of  Secretary 
of  State  and  Attorney  General,  and  their  respective  functions,  powers 
and  duties,  shall  be  allocated  by  law  among  and  within  not  more  than 
twenty  principal  departments,  in  such  manner  as  to  group  the  same 
according  to  major  purposes  so  far  as  practicable.  Temporary  com- 
missions for  special  purposes  may,  however,  be  established  by  law  and 
such  commissions  need  not  be  allocated  within  a  principal  depart- 
ment. 

2.  Each  principal  department  shall  be  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Governor.  The  head  of  each  principal  department  shall  be  a  single 
executive  unless  otherwise  provided  by  law.  Such  single  executives 
shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  Governor,  with  the  advice 
and  consent  of  the  Senate,  to  serve  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor 
during  his  term  of  office  and  until  the  appointment  and  qualification 
of  their  successors,  except  as  herein  otherwise  provided  with  respect 
to  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Attorney  General. 

These  two  paragraphs  provide  the  method  of  organization  of  the  departments 
in  the  executive  branch  of  the  government.  Executive  and  administrative 
functions  and  duties  are  distributed  among  twenty  major  departments  in 
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such  a  way  as  to  prevent  overlapping  and  duplication.  The  heads  of  the  major 
departments  are  appointed  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of 
the  Senate. 

3.  The  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Attorney  General  shall  be  nominated 
and  appointed  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate  to  serve  during  the  term  of  office  of  the  Governor. 

4.  Whenever  a  board,  commission  or  other  body  shall  be  the  head  of 
a  principal  department,  the  members  thereof  shall  be  nominated  and 
appointed  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
and  may  be  removed  in  the  manner  provided  by  law.  Such  a  board, 
commission  or  other  body  may  appoint  a  principal  executive  officer 
when  authorized  by  law,  but  the  appointment  shall  be  subject  to  the 
approval  of  the  Governor.  Any  principal  executive  officer  so  ap- 
pointed shall  be  removable  by  the  Governor,  upon  notice  and  an  op- 
portunity to  be  heard. 

5.  The  Governor  may  cause  an  investigation  to  be  made  of  the  conduct 
in  office  of  any  officer  or  employee  who  receives  his  compensation 
from  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  except  a  member,  officer  or  employee 
of  the  Legislature  or  an  officer  elected  by  the  Senate  and  General 
Assembly  in  joint  meeting,  or  a  judicial  officer.  He  may  require  such 
officers  or  employees  to  submit  to  him  a  written  statement  or  state- 
ments, under  oath,  of  such  information  as  he  may  call  for  relating  to 
the  conduct  of  their  respective  offices  or  employments.  After  notice, 
the  service  of  charges  and  an  opportunity  to  be  heard  at  public  hear- 
ing the  Governor  may  remove  any  such  officer  or  employee  for  cause. 
Such  officer  or  employee  shall  have  the  right  of  judicial  review,  on 
both  the  law  and  the  facts,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  by 
law. 

Except  for  the  Secretary  of  State  and  the  Attorney  General,  the  heads  of  the 
principal  departments  serve  at  the  pleasure  of  the  Governor.  The  Governor 
has  the  power  to  remove  from  office  any  state  official  or  employee  except  for 
lawmakers,  employees  of  the  Legislature  or  judicial  officers.  An  offending 
officer  or  employee  may  he  removed  only  after  the  filing  of  charges  and  then 
the  proving  of  them  at  a  public  hearing.  The  removed  officer  or  employee 
also  is  entitled  to  a  judicial  review  of  his  case. 

6.  No  rule  or  regulation  made  by  any  department,  officer,  agency  or 
authority  of  this  State,  except  such  as  relates  to  the  organization  or 
internal  management  of  the  State  government  or  a  part  thereof,  shall 
take  effect  until  it  is  filed  either  with  the  Secretary  of  State  or  in  such 
other  manner  as  may  be  provided  by  law.  The  Legislature  shall  pro- 
vide for  the  prompt  publication  of  such  rules  and  regulations. 

Any  rule  or  regulation  of  our  State  is  put  into  effect  when  it  is  filed  either  with 
the  Secretary  of  State  or  in  other  ways  as  may  be  provided  by  the  law.  The 
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Legislature  makes  certain  that  a  new  rule  or  regulation  is  promptly  published. 
Can  you  imagine  what  would  happen  if  our  rules  and  regulations  were  un- 
published? 


Courts 
Established 


ARTICLE  VI 

JUDICIAL 

SECTION  I 

1.  The  judicial  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Supreme  Court,  a  Superior 
Court,  County  Courts  and  inferior  courts  of  limited  jurisdiction.  The 
inferior  courts  and  their  jurisdiction  may  from  time  to  time  be  es- 
tablished, altered  or  abolished  by  law. 

Here  are  listed  the  different  courts  of  our  State.  The  Legislature  decides  the 
number  of  these  inferior  courts  as  well  as  their  jurisdiction  (the  type  of  case 
they  may  hear  and  decide). 

SECTION  II 


Supreme         1.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  consist  of  a  Chief  Justice  and  six  Associate 
Court  Justices.  Five  members  of  the  court  shall  constitute  a  quorum.  When 

necessary,  the  Chief  Justice  shall  assign  the  Judge  or  Judges  of  the 
Superior  Court,  senior  in  service,  as  provided  by  rules  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  to  serve  temporarily  in  the  Supreme  Court.  In  case  the  Chief 
Justice  is  absent  or  unable  to  serve,  a  presiding  Justice  designated  in 
accordance  with  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  serve  temporarily 
in  his  stead. 

2.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  exercise  appellate  jurisdiction  in  the  last 
resort  in  all  causes  provided  in  this  Constitution. 

3.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  make  rules  governing  the  administration 
of  all  courts  in  the  State  and,  subject  to  the  law,  the  practice  and  pro- 
cedure in  all  such  courts.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  have  jurisdiction 
over  the  admission  to  the  practice  of  law  and  the  discipline  of  persons 
admitted. 

This  section  establishes  the  organization  and  determines  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  highest  court  in  our  state  judicial  system.  The  Supreme 
Court  consists  of  a  Chief  Justice  and  six  Associate  Justices  who  sit  as  a  group 
to  hear  cases  that  have  been  appealed  from  lower  courts.  The  term  "exercise 
appellate  jurisdiction"  means  to  review  a  case  that  has  already  been  tried 
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in  a  lower  court  and  then  appealed  by  a  losing  party  who  feels  the  verdict  re- 
flects errors  of  fact  or  law.  The  Court  thus  gives  a  person  another  chance  to 
have  his  case  settled  fairly.  The  decision  of  the  Court  is  final  for  all  cases  under 
state  jurisdiction. 


SECTION  III 

1.  The  Superior  Court  shall  consist  of  such  number  of  Judges  as  may      Superior 
be  authorized  by  law,  but  not  less  than  twenty-four,  each  of  whom      Court 
shall  exercise  the  powers  of  the  court  subject  to  rules  of  the  Supreme 

Court. 

2.  The  Superior  Court  shall  have  original  general  jurisdiction  through- 
out the  State  in  all  causes. 

3.  The  Superior  Court  shall  be  divided  into  an  Appellate  Division,  a 
Law  Division,  and  a  Chancery  Division.  Each  division  shall  have  such 
Parts,  consist  of  such  number  of  Judges,  and  hear  such  causes,  as  may 
be  provided  by  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

4.  Subject  to  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Law  Division  and  the 
Chancery  Division  shall  each  exercise  the  powers  and  functions  of  the 
other  division  when  the  ends  of  justice  so  require,  and  legal  and 
equitable  relief  shall  be  granted  in  any  cause  so  that  all  matters  in 
controversy  between  the  parties  may  be  completely  determined. 

The  Superior  Court  is  the  second  highest  court  in  the  State.  This  is  a  court  of 
original  jurisdiction  where  important  civil  and  criminal  cases  are  heard  for  the 
first  time,  trials  are  held,  and  juries  are  frequently  used  to  decide  guilt  or  in- 
nocence. But  like  our  Supreme  Court,  the  Superior  Court  may  also  hear  ap- 
peals from  decisions  of  lower  courts.  The  purpose  of  the  Chancery  Division  is 
to  provide  justice  when  the  remedies  prescribed  by  other  courts  are  inade- 
quate. 


SECTION  IV 

1.  There  shall  be  a  County  Court  in  each  county,  which  shall  have  all      County 
the  jurisdiction  heretofore  exercised  by  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,      Courts 
Orphans'  Court,  Court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Court  of  Quarter  Ses- 
sions, Court  of  Special  Sessions  and  such  other  jurisdiction  consistent 

with  this  Constitution  as  may  be  conferred  by  law. 

2.  There  shall  be  a  Judge  of  each  County  Court  and  such  additional 
Judges  as  shall  be  provided  by  law,  and  they  shall  be  appointed  in  the 
same  manner  as  heretofore  provided  for  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas. 
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3.  Each  Judge  of  the  County  Court  may  exercise  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
County  Court. 

4.  The  jurisdiction,  powers  and  functions  of  the  County  Courts  and  of 
the  Judges  of  the  County  Courts  may  be  altered  by  law  as  the  public 
good  may  require. 

5.  The  County  Courts,  in  civil  causes  including  probate  causes,  within 
their  jurisdiction,  and  subject  to  law,  may  grant  legal  and  equitable 
relief  so  that  all  matters  in  controversy  between  the  parties  may  be 
completely  determined. 

This  section  provides  for  the  organization  and  jurisdiction  of  the  county 
courts.  These  courts  now  have  jurisdiction  over  cases  having  to  do  with  acci- 
dents, disputes,  estates  (the  property  left  when  a  person  dies),  minor  criminal 
offenses.  They  review  the  actions  of  municipal  courts.  Under  the  former  con- 
stitution there  were  special  courts  for  each  different  type  of  case.  Because  the 
simplified  county  court  system  has  ended  the  procedural  difficulties  and  con- 
stitutionally imposed  rigidities  of  the  separately  established  courts,  there  has 
been  a  substantial  improvement  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  our  State. 


SECTION  V 

Appeals      1.  Appeals  may  be  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court: 

(a)  In  causes  determined  by  the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Superior 
Court  involving  a  question  arising  under  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  or  this  State; 

(b)  In  causes  where  there  is  a  dissent  in  the  Appellate  Division  of  the 
Superior  Court; 

(c)  In  capital  causes; 

(d)  On  certification  by  the  Supreme  Court  to  the  Superior  Court  and, 
where  provided  by  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court,  to  the  County  Courts 
and  the  inferior  courts;  and 

(e)  In  such  causes  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

2.  Appeals  may  be  taken  to  the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Superior 
Court  from  the  Law  and  Chancery  Divisions  of  the  Superior  Court, 
the  County  Courts  and  in  such  other  causes  as  may  be  provided  by 
law. 

3.  The  Supreme  Court  and  the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Superior 
Court  may  exercise  such  original  jurisdiction  as  may  be  necessary  to 
the  complete  determination  of  any  cause  on  review. 
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4.  Prerogative  writs  are  superseded  and,  in  lieu  thereof,  review,  hear- 
ing and  relief  shall  be  afforded  in  the  Superior  Court,  on  terms  and  in 
the  manner  provided  by  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court,  as  of  right,  ex- 
cept in  criminal  causes  where  such  review  shall  be  discretionary. 

The  types  of  cases  which  can  be  appealed  to  the  Supreme  Court  or  the  Appel- 
late Division  of  the  Superior  Court  are  described  in  this  section.  What  state 
court  can  consider  cases  that  involve  interpretation  of  the  state  or  federal 
constitutions? 


SECTION  VI 


1.  The  Governor  shall  nominate  and  appoint,  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  Senate,  the  Chief  Justice  and  Associate  Justices  of  the 
Supreme  Court,  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court,  the  Judges  of  the 
County  Courts  and  the  judges  of  the  inferior  courts  with  jurisdiction 
extending  to  more  than  one  municipality.  No  nomination  to  such  an 
office  shall  be  sent  to  the  Senate  for  confirmation  until  after  seven 
days'  public  notice  by  the  Governor. 

2.  The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court 
and  the  Judges  of  the  County  Courts  shall  each  prior  to  his  appoint- 
ment have  been  admitted  to  the  practice  of  the  law  in  this  State  for  at 
least  ten  years. 

Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Judges  of  the  Superior  and  County  Courts 
are  appointed  by  the  Governor  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate 
but  magistrates  of  municipal  courts  are  appointed  by  their  local  mayors.  By 
having  judges  appointed  rather  than  elected,  our  Constitution  emphasizes 
one's  ability  to  serve  efficiently  as  a  judge  instead  of  one's  capacity  to  con- 
duct a  political  campaign.  Why  is  it  a  good  practice  to  keep  judges  out  of  the 
mainstream  of  party  politics? 

3.  The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Court  shall  hold  their  offices  for  initial  terms  of  seven  years  and  upon 
reappointment  shall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behavior.  Such 
Justices  and  Judges  shall  be  retired  upon  attaining  the  age  of  seventy 
years.  Provisions  for  the  pensioning  of  the  Justices  of  the  Supreme 
Court  and  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  shall  be  made  by  law. 

4.  The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court 
and  the  Judges  of  the  County  Courts  shall  be  subject  to  impeachment, 
and  any  judicial  officer  impeached  shall  not  exercise  his  office  until 
acquitted.  The  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  and  the  Judges  of  the 
County  Courts  shall  also  be  subject  to  removal  from  office  by  the 
Supreme  Court  for  such  causes  and  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  pro- 
vided by  law. 


Appoint- 
ments 


Qualifica- 
tions 


Terms 
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5.  Whenever  the  Supreme  Court  shall  certify  to  the  Governor  that  it 
appears  that  any  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court,  Judge  of  the  Superior 
Court  or  Judge  of  the  County  Court  is  so  incapacitated  as  substantially 
to  prevent  him  from  performing  his  judicial  duties,  the  Governor  shall 
appoint  a  conrimission  of  three  persons  to  inquire  into  the  circum- 
stances; and,  on  their  recommendation,  the  Governor  may  retire 
the  Justice  or  Judge  from  office,  on  pension  as  may  be  provided  by 


Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  are  appointed 
initially  for  seven  years.  If  reappointed,  they  serve  until  the  compulsory  re- 
tirement at  age  seventy.  If  state  judges  are  inefficient  or  incapacitated,  they 
may  be  impeached  or  removed  from  office  for  cause. 

Salaries  6.  The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Judges  of  the  Superior 
Court  shall  receive  for  their  services  such  salaries  as  may  be  provided 
by  law,  which  shall  not  be  diminished  during  the  term  of  their  appoint- 
ment. They  shall  not,  while  in  office,  engage  in  the  practice  of  law  or 
other  gainful  pursuit. 

7.  The  Justices  of  the  Supreme  Court,  the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court 
and  the  Judges  of  the  County  Courts  shall  hold  no  other  office  or 
position,  of  profit,  under  this  State  or  the  United  States.  Any  such 
Justice  or  Judge  who  shall  become  a  candidate  for  an  elective  public 
office  shall  thereby  forfeit  his  judicial  office. 

Like  the  members  of  the  legislative  and  executive  branches  the  members  of 
judiciary  are  expected  to  give  their  undivided  time  to  the  duties  of  their  office. 


SECTION  VII 


Adminis-      1.  The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  the  administrative 
tration         head  of  all  the  courts  in  the  State.  He  shall  apoint  an  administrative 
Director  to  serve  at  his  pleasure. 

2.  The  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  assign  Judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  to  the  Divisions  and  Parts  of  the  Superior  Court,  and 
may  from  time  to  time  transfer  Judges  from  one  assignment  to  an- 
other, as  need  appears.  Assignments  to  the  Appellate  Division  shall 
be  for  terms  fixed  by  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court. 

3.  The  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior 
Court  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Supreme  Court  for  such  terms  and 
at  such  compensation  as  shall  be  provided  by  law. 

In  1947  New  Jersey  became  the  first  state  to  make  constitutional  provision 
for  the  administration  of  its  judicial  system.  The  Chief  Justice  of  our  Supreme 
Court  is  the  head  of  the  system.  He  is  aided  by  an  Administrative  Director 
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who  supervises  the  administrative  operation  of  the  system.  To  reUeve  crowded 
dockets,  the  Chief  justice  may  transfer  judges  to  courts  needing  assistance. 
This  flexibility  in  assigning  cases  reduces  delay  in  getting  cases  heard  and 
speeds  the  rendering  of  decisions. 


ARTICLE  VII 

PUBLIC  OFFICERS  AND  EMPLOYEES 

SECTION  I 

1.  Every  State  officer,  before  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office, 
shall  takf  and  subscribe  an  oath  or  affirmation  to  support  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  State  and  of  the  United  States  and  to  perform  the  duties 
of  his  office  faithfully,  impartially  and  justly  to  the  best  of  his  ability. 

2.  Appointments  and  promotions  in  the  civil  service  of  the  State,  and 
of  such  political  subdivisions  as  may  be  provided  by  law,  shall  be 
made  according  to  merit  and  fitness  to  be  ascertained,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, by  examination,  which,  as  far  as  practicable,  shall  be  competi- 
tive; except  that  preference  in  appointments  by  reason  of  active  ser- 
vice in  any  branch  of  the  military  or  naval  forces  of  the  United  States 
in  time  of  war  may  be  provided  by  law. 

3.  Any  compensation  for  services  or  any  fees  received  by  any  person 
by  virtue  of  an  appointive  State  office  or  position,  in  addition  to  the 
annual  salary  provided  for  the  office  or  position,  shall  immediately 
upon  receipt  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  State,  unless  the  compen- 
sation or  fees  shall  be  allowed  or  appropriated  to  him  by  law. 

4.  Any  person  before  or  after  entering  upon  the  duties  of  any  public 
office,  position  or  employment  in  this  State  may  be  required  to  give 
bond  as  may  be  provided  by  law. 

5.  The  term  of  office  of  all  officers  elected  or  appointed  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  this  Constitution,  except  as  herein  otherwise  pro- 
vided, shall  commence  on  the  day  of  the  date  of  their  respective  com- 
missions; but  no  commission  for  any  office  shall  bear  date  prior  to  the 
expiration  of  the  term  of  the  incumbent  of  said  office. 

6.  The  State  Auditor  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Senate  and  General 
Assembly  in  joint  meeting  for  a  term  of  five  years  and  until  his  suc- 
cessor shall  be  appointed  and  qualified.  It  shall  be  his  duty  to  conduct 
post-audits  of  all  transactions  and  accounts  kept  by  or  for  all  depart- 
ments, offices  and  agencies  of  the  State  government,  to  report  to  the 
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Legislature  or  to  any  committee  thereof  as  shall  be  required  by  law, 
and  to  perform  such  other  similar  or  related  duties  as  shall,  from  time 
to  time,  be  required  of  him  by  law. 

This  section  is  about  filling  public  offices.  We  see  here  provisions  concerning 
the  following:  state  officers  taking  an  oath  of  office  shall  have  no  outside 
employment;  commence  their  commission  of  office  at  a  specific  time;  bonding 
required  of  some  state  employees;  provisions  for  civil  service  appointments 
and  promotions;  and  duties  of  the  State  Auditor  keeping  money-spending 
agencies  within  the  bounds  of  the  law  and  appropriations. 


County 
Prosecutors 


County 

Clerks, 

Surrogates, 

and 

Sheriffs 


SECTION  II 

1.  County  prosecutors  shall  be  nominated  and  appointed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate.  Their  term  of  office 
shall  be  five  years,  and  they  shall  serve  until  the  appointment  and 
qualification  of  their  respective  successors. 

2.  County  clerks,  surrogates  and  sheriffs  shall  be  elected  by  the  people 
of  their  respective  counties  at  general  elections.  The  term  of  office  of 
county  clerks  and  surrogates  shall  be  five  years,  and  of  sheriffs  three 
years.  Whenever  a  vacancy  shall  occur  in  any  such  office  it  shall  be 
filled  in  the  manner  to  be  provided  by  law. 

County  prosecutors,  who  bring  violators  of  the  law  to  justice,  are  appointed 
by  the  Governor.  The  county  officers,  on  the  other  hand,  are  elected  by  the 
voters  of  the  county.  The  county  clerk  keeps  the  records  of  the  affairs  of  the 
county.  The  county  surrogate  handles  the  probating  of  wills,  settling  of  es- 
tates, and  granting  of  guardianships.  The  sheriff  enforces  the  law  in  the 
county. 


SECTION  III 


Impeach- 
ment 


1.  The  Governor  and  all  other  State  officers,  while  in  office  and  for 
two  years  thereafter,  shall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  misdemeanor 
committed  during  their  respective  continuance  in  office. 

2,  The  General  Assembly  shall  have  the  sole  power  of  impeachment 
by  vote  of  a  majority  of  all  the  members.  All  impeachments  shall  be 
tried  by  the  Senate,  and  members,  when  sitting  for  that  purpose,  shall 
be  on  oath  or  affirmation  "truly  and  impartially  to  try  and  determine 
the  charge  in  question  according  to  the  evidence."  No  person  shall  be 
convicted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of  all  the  members 
of  the  Senate.  When  the  Governor  is  tried,  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
Supreme  Court  shall  preside  and  the  President  of  the  Senate  shall  not 
participate  in  the  trial. 
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3.  Judgment  in  cases  of  impeachment  shall  not  extend  further  than  to 
removal  from  office,  and  to  disqualification  to  hold  and  enjoy  any 
public  office  of  honor,  profit  or  trust  in  this  State;  but  the  person  con- 
victed shall  nevertheless  be  liable  to  indictment,  trial  and  punishment 
according  to  law. 

Do  you  see  that  in  a  case  of  impeachment  the  Assembly  votes  first  to  have 
the  case  tried?  Then  the  Senate  sits  as  a  "court"  to  try  the  case.  Anyone  found 
guilty  of  misconduct  in  office  may  he  removed  from  office  hut  may  not  he 
fined  or  imprisoned  unless  the  case  is  carried  to  an  ordinary  court  of  law. 


ARTICLE  VIII 

TAXATION  AND  FINANCE 
SECTION  I 

1.  (a)  Property  shall  be  assessed  for  taxation  under  general  laws  and  Assess- 
by  uniform  rules.  All  real  property  assessed  and  taxed  locally  or  by  ments 
the  State  for  allotment  and  payment  to  taxing  districts  shall  be  as- 
sessed according  to  the  same  standard  of  value,  except  as  otherwise 
permitted  herein,  and  such  real  property  shall  be  taxed  at  the  general 
tax  rate  of  the  taxing  district  in  which  the  property  is  situated,  for  the 
use  of  such  taxing  district. 

(b)  The  Legislature  shall  enact  laws  to  provide  that  the  value  of  land, 
not  less  than  5  acres  in  area,  which  is  determined  by  the  assessing 
officer  of  the  taxing  jurisdiction  to  be  actively  devoted  to  agricultural 
or  horticultural  use  and  to  have  been  so  devoted  for  at  least  the  2 
successive  years  immediately  preceding  the  tax  year  in  issue,  shall, 
for  local  tax  purposes,  on  application  of  the  owner,  be  that  value 
which  such  land  has  for  agricultural  or  horticultural  use. 

Any  such  laws  shall  provide  that  when  land  which  has  been  valued  in 
this  manner  for  local  tax  purposes  is  applied  to  a  use  other  than  for 
agriculture  or  horticulture  it  shall  be  subject  to  additional  taxes  in  an 
amount  equal  to  the  difference,  if  any,  between  the  taxes  paid  or  pay- 
able on  the  basis  of  the  valuation  and  the  assessment  authorized  here- 
under and  the  taxes  that  would  have  been  paid  or  payable  had  the 
land  been  valued  and  assessed  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  Constitu- 
tion, in  the  current  year  and  in  such  of  the  tax  years  immedia^ely  pre- 
ceding, not  in  excess  of  2  such  years  in  which  the  land  was  valued 
as  herein  authorized. 

Such  laws  shall  also  provide  for  the  equalization  of  assessments  of 
land  valued  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  hereof  and  for  the  as- 
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sessment  and  collection  of  any  additional  taxes  levied  thereupon  and 
shall  include  such  other  provisions  as  shall  be  necessary  to  carry  out 
the  provisions  of  this  amendment. 

To  obtain  the  revenue  needed  to  carry  on  its  business,  the  state  and  local 
government  tax  the  real  property  (land  and  buildings)  of  its  citizens.  Those 
citizens  who  have  more  valuable  property  usually  pay  more  to  the  State  than 
those  whose  property  is  not  worth  as  much;  for  our  government  tries  to  tax 
people  according  to  their  ability  to  pay.  Because  real  property  is  the  chief 
beneficiary  of  such  local  services  as  police  and  fire  protection,  the  property 
tax  is  well-suited  to  local  government.  The  standards  by  which  the  true  value 
for  the  assessment  of  real  property  is  determined  must  be  uniform,  or  the 
same  for  all  citizens  in  all  parts  of  the  State. 

Exemptions  2.  Exemption  from  taxation  may  be  granted  only  by  general  laws. 
Until  otherwise  provided  by  law  all  exemptions  from  taxation  validly 
granted  and  now  in  existence  shall  be  continued.  Exemptions  from 
taxation  may  be  altered  or  repealed,  except  those  exempting  real  and 
personal  property  used  exclusively  for  religious,  educational,  chari- 
table or  cemetery  purposes,  as  defined  by  law,  and  owned  by  any 
corporation  or  association  organized  and  conducted  exclusively  for 
one  or  more  of  such  purposes  and  not  operating  for  profit. 

3.  Any  citizen  and  resident  of  this  State  now  or  hereafter  honorably 
discharged  or  released  under  honorable  circumstances  from  active 
service,  in  time  of  war  or  of  other  emergency  as,  from  time  to  time, 
defined  by  the  Legislature,  in  any  branch  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the 
United  States  shall  be  entitled,  annually,  to  a  deduction  from  the 
amount  of  any  tax  bill  for  taxes  on  real  and  personal  property,  or 
both,  in  the  sum  of  $50.00  or  if  the  amount  of  any  such  tax  bill  shall 
be  less  than  $50.00,  to  a  cancellation  thereof,  which  deduction  or 
cancellation  shall  not  be  altered  or  repealed.  Any  person  hereinabove 
described  who  has  been  or  shall  be  declared  by  the  United  States 
Veterans  Administration,  or  its  successor,  to  have  a  service-connected 
disability,  shall  be  entitled  to  such  further  deduction  from  taxation  as 
from  time  to  time  may  be  provided  by  law.  The  widow  of  any  citizen 
and  resident  of  this  State  who  has  met  or  shall  meet  his  death  on  ac- 
tive duty  in  time  of  war  or  of  other  emergency  as  so  defined  in  any 
such  service  shall  be  entitled,  during  her  widowhood,  and  while  a 
resident  of  this  State,  to  the  deduction  or  cancellation  in  this  para- 
graph provided  for  honorably  discharged  veterans  and  to  such  further 
deduction  as  from  time  to  time  may  be  provided  by  law.  The  widow 
of  any  citizen  and  resident  of  this  State  who  has  had  or  shall  here- 
after have  active  service  in  time  of  war  or  of  other  emergency  as  so 
defined  in  any  branch  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States  and 
who  died  or  shall  die  while  on  active  duty  in  any  branch  of  the  Armed 
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Forces  of  the  United  States,  or  who  has  been  or  may  hereafter  be 
honorably  discharged  or  released  under  honorable  circumstances  from 
active  service  in  time  of  war  or  of  other  emergency  as  so  defined  in 
any  branch  of  the  Armed  Forces  of  the  United  States  shall  be  entitled, 
during  her  widowhood  and  while  a  resident  of  this  State,  to  the  de- 
duction or  cancellation  in  this  paragraph  provided  for  honorably  dis- 
charged veterans  and  to  such  further  deductions  as  from  time  to  time 
may  be  provided  by  law. 

4.  The  Legislature  may,  from  time  to  time,  enact  laws  granting  an  an- 
nual deduction  from  the  amount  of  any  tax  bill  for  taxes  on  the  real 
property  of  any  citizen  and  resident  of  this  State  of  the  age  of  65  or 
more  years  residing  in  a  dwelling  house  owned  by  him  which  is  a  con- 
stituent part  of  such  real  property  but  no  such  deduction  shall  be  in 
excess  of  $80.00  and  such  deduction  shall  be  restricted  to  owners 
having  an  income  not  in  excess  of  $5,000.00  per  year.  Any  such  de- 
duction when  so  granted  by  law  shall  be  granted  so  that  it  will  not  be 
in  addition  to  any  other  deduction  or  exemption  to  which  the  said 
citizen  and  resident  may  be  entitled. 

The  State  cannot  pass  a  law  exempting  a  specific  person  or  institution  from 
the  tax  rolls.  Instead  the  law  must  apply  equally  to  all  persons  or  institutions 
within  a  group.  The  State  has  long  exempted  property  occupied  by  churches, 
educational  and  charitable  organizations,  and  cemeteries  from  general  tax- 
paying  obligations.  Why  does  a  wise  government  exempt  these  institutions? 
As  far  as  it  is  known,  the  Roman  Empire  was  the  first  to  give  property-tax 
exemptions  to  veterans  mustered  out  of  Rome's  conquering  legions.  This 
started  a  precedent  that  is  followed  in  our  Constitution  today.  A  veteran, 
who  served  during  a  war,  or  his  widow,  pays  lower  property  taxes  than  his 
non-veteran  neighbor.  In  this  way,  our  State  has  tried  to  repay  the  debt  it 
owes  to  those  men  and  women  who  defended  our  country.  The  State  also  gives 
tax  relief  to  our  senior  citizens. 


SECTION  II 


1.  The  credit  of  the  State  shall  not  be  directly  or  indirectly  loaned  in 
any  case. 

2.  No  money  shall  be  drawn  from  the  State  treasury  but  for  appro- 
priations made  by  law.  All  moneys  for  the  support  of  the  State  gov- 
ernment and  for  all  other  State  purposes  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained 
or  reasonably  foreseen,  shall  be  provided  for  in  one  general  appro- 
priation law  covering  one  and  the  same  fiscal  year;  except  that  when 
a  change  in  the  fiscal  year  is  made,  necessary  provision  may  be  made 
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to  effect  the  transition.  No  general  appropriation  law  or  other  law 
appropriating  money  for  any  State  purpose  shall  be  enacted  if  the  ap- 
propriation contained  therein,  together  with  all  prior  appropriations 
made  for  the  same  fiscal  period,  shall  exceed  the  total  amount  of 
revenue  on  hand  and  anticipated  which  will  be  available  to  meet  such 
appropriations  during  such  fiscal  period,  as  certified  by  the  Governor. 

The  first  paragraph  prevents  the  use  of  the  credit  of  the  State  for  any  private 
individuals,  associations  or  corporations.  The  second  paragraph  contains  a 
safeguard  that  prohibits  any  department,  office,  or  agency  of  the  State  with- 
drawing money  from  the  treasury  unless  the  payment  has  been  authorized  by 
the  Legislature.  Also,  it  mentions  that  during  the  fiscal  year  the  State  must 
balance  its  budget  by  not  spending  more  money  than  it  has  on  hand. 

Creation  3.  The  Legislature  shall  not,  in  any  manner,  create  in  any  fiscal  year 
of  Debt  a  (^ebt  oj-  debts,  liability  or  liabilities  of  the  State,  which  together  with 
any  previous  debts  or  liabilities  shall  exceed  at  any  time  one  per 
centum  of  the  total  amount  appropriated  by  the  general  appropria- 
tion law  for  that  fiscal  year,  unless  the  same  shall  be  authorized  by  a 
law  for  some  single  object  or  work  distinctly  specified  therein.  Re- 
gardless of  any  limitation  relating  to  taxation  in  this  Constitution, 
such  law  shall  provide  the  ways  and  means,  exclusive  of  loans,  to  pay 
the  interest  of  such  debt  or  liability  as  it  falls  due,  and  also  to  pay  and 
discharge  the  principal  thereof  within  thirty-five  years  from  the  time 
it  is  contracted;  and  the  law  shall  not  be  repealed  until  such  debt  or 
liability  and  the  interest  thereon  are  fully  paid  and  discharged.  No 
such  law  shall  take  effect  until  it  shall  have  been  submitted  to  the 
people  at  a  general  election  and  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  legally 
qualified  voters  of  the  State  voting  thereon.  All  money  to  be  raised 
by  the  authority  of  such  law  shall  be  applied  only  to  the  specific  ob- 
ject stated  therein,  and  to  the  payment  of  the  debt  thereby  created. 
This  paragraph  shall  not  be  construed  to  refer  to  any  money  that  has 
been  or  may  be  deposited  with  this  State  by  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  Nor  shall  anything  in  this  paragraph  contained  apply 
to  the  creation  of  any  debts  or  liabilities  for  purposes  of  war,  or  to 
repel  invasion,  or  to  suppress  insurrection  or  to  meet  an  emergency 
caused  by  disaster  or  act  of  God. 

This  paragraph  provides  that  past  and  present  indebtedness,  created  by  the 
Legislature  on  its  own,  cannot  exceed  one  percent  of  the  money  appropriated 
for  any  fiscal  year.  Of  course,  this  restricts  the  State  in  borrowing  money 
for  needed  public  improvements  (e.g.,  highways,  hospitals)  that  cannot  be 
paid  for  out  of  current  revenues.  To  overcome  this  restriction,  this  State 
permits  borrowing  for  a  specific  public  improvement,  if  it  is  approved  by  the 
voters.  In  this  case,  the  Legislature  refers  a  bond  proposal  to  the  voters  for 
their  judgment.  The  popular  referendum  of  bond  issues  protects  the  taxpayer 
from  a  too-rapid  rise  in  state  debt. 
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SECTION  III 

1.  The  clearance,  replanning,  development  or  redevelopment  of 
blighted  areas  shall  be  a  public  purpose  and  public  use,  for  which 
private  property  may  be  taken  or  acquired.  Municipal,  public  or 
private  corporations  may  be  authorized  by  law  to  undertake  such 
clearance,  replanning,  development  or  redevelopment;  and  improve- 
ments made  for  these  purposes  and  uses,  or  for  any  of  them,  may  be 
exempted  from  taxation,  in  whole  or  in  part,  for  a  limited  period  of 
time  during  which  the  profits  of  and  dividends  payable  by  any  private 
corporation  enjoying  such  tax  exemption  shall  be  limited  by  law.  The 
conditions  of  use,  ownership,  management  and  control  of  such  im- 
provements shall  be  regulated  by  law. 

This  paragraph  helps  pubUc  and  private  groups  to  take  or  acquire  blocks  of 
run-down  tenements  in  our  cities  and  replace  them  with  rows  of  decent  houses. 
To  reverse  the  spread  of  urban  blight,  private  developers  are  encouraged  to 
invest  money  in  slum  clearance  and  new  housing  through  tax  exemptions. 

2.  No  county,  city,  borough,  town,  township  or  village  shall  hereafter 
give  any  money  or  property,  or  loan  its  money  or  credit,  to  or  in  aid 
of  any  individual,  association  or  corporation,  or  become  security 
for,  or  be  directly  or  indirectly  the  owner  of,  any  stock  or  bonds  of 
any  association  or  corporation. 

3.  No  donation  of  land  or  appropriation  of  money  shall  be  made  by 
the  State  or  any  county  or  municipal  corporation  to  or  for  the  use  of 
any  society,  association  or  corporation  whatever. 

//  a  local  government  were  allowed  to  lend  or  give  away  money  or  property 
to  private  groups,  people  might  become  dependent  on  either  the  government 
or  the  particular  group  that  the  government  favored. 


Public 
Improve- 
ments 


Restrictions 
on  Use  of 
Public 
Funds 


SECTION  IV 


1.  The  Legislature  shall  provide  for  the  maintenance  and  support  of 
a  thorough  and  efficient  system  of  free  public  schools  for  the  instruc- 
tion of  all  the  children  in  the  State  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
eighteen  years. 

2.  The  fund  for  the  support  of  free  public  schools,  and  all  money,  stock 
and  other  property,  which  may  hereafter  be  appropriated  for  that 
purpose,  or  received  into  the  treasury  under  the  provisions  of  any 
law  heretofore  passed  to  augment  the  said  fund,  shall  be  securely  in- 
vested, and  remain  a  perpetual  fund;  and  the  income  thereof,  except 


Public 
Schools 
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so  much  as  it  may  be  judged  expedient  to  apply  to  an  increase  of  the 
capital,  shall  be  annually  appropriated  to  the  support  of  free  public 
schools,  and  for  the  equal  benefit  of  all  the  people  of  the  State;  and 
it  shall  not  be  competent,  except  as  hereinafter  provided,  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  borrow,  appropriate  or  use  the  said  fund  or  any  part  thereof 
for  any  other  purpose,  under  any  pretense  whatever.  The  bonds  of 
any  school  district  of  this  State,  issued  according  to  law,  shall  be 
proper  and  secure  investments  for  the  said  fund  and,  in  addition,  said 
fund,  including  the  income  therefrom  and  any  other  moneys  duly  ap- 
propriated to  the  support  of  free  public  schools  may  be  used  in  such 
manner  as  the  Legislature  may  provide  by  law  to  secure  the  payment 
of  the  principal  of  or  interest  on  bonds  or  notes  issued  for  school 
purposes  by  counties,  municipalities  or  school  districts  or  for  the 
payment  or  purchase  of  any  such  bonds  or  notes  or  any  claims  for 
interest  thereon. 

3.  The  Legislature  may,  within  reasonable  limitations  as  to  distance  to 
be  prescribed,  provide  for  the  transportation  of  children  within  the 
ages  of  five  to  eighteen  years  inclusive  to  and  from  any  school. 

This  section  requires  that  the  Legislature  provide  public  schools  for  all  children 
between  the  ages  of  five  and  eighteen  years.  The  day-to-day  control  of  public 
education  remains  with  the  local  school  districts.  Although  local  districts  im- 
pose property  taxes  on  real  estate  to  maintain  their  public  schools,  the  State 
makes  important  contributions  of  financial  aid  from  its  tax  revenues.  Funds 
to  support  the  public  schools  are  also  provided  by  the  federal  government. 
The  State  places  safeguards  on  the  funds  earmarked  for  the  public  schools  so 
that  they  cannot  be  used  for  other  purposes. 


ARTICLE  IX 


How  the 
Constitu- 
tion 
May  be 
Amended 


AMENDMENTS 

1.  Any  specific  amendment  or  amendments  to  this  Constitution  may 
be  proposed  in  the  Senate  or  General  Assembly.  At  least  twenty 
calendar  days  prior  to  the  first  vote  thereon  in  the  house  in  which  such 
amendment  or  amendments  are  first  introduced,  the  same  shall  be 
printed  and  placed  on  the  desks  of  the  members  of  each  house.  There- 
after and  prior  to  such  vote  a  public  hearing  shall  be  held  thereon. 
If  the  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  or  any  of  them  shall  be 
agreed  to  by  three-fifths  of  all  the  members  of  each  of  the  respective 
houses,  the  same  shall  be  submitted  to  the  people.  If  the  same  or  any 
of  them  shall  be  agreed  to  by  less  than  three-fifths  but  nevertheless 
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by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  each  of  the  respective  houses,  such 
proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  referred  to  the  Legis- 
lature in  the  next  legislative  year;  and  if  in  that  year  the  same  or  any 
of  them  shall  be  agreed  to  by  a  majority  of  all  the  members  of  each  of 
the  respective  houses,  then  such  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be 
submitted  to  the  people. 

2.  The  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  be  entered  on  the 
journal  of  each  house  with  the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members  voting 
thereon. 

3.  The  Legislature  shall  cause  the  proposed  amendment  or  amend- 
ments to  be  published  at  least  once  in  one  or  more  newspapers  of  each 
county,  if  any  be  published  therein,  not  less  than  three  months  prior 
to  submission  to  the  people. 

4.  The  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  shall  then  be  submitted 
to  the  people  at  the  next  general  election  in  the  manner  and  form 
provided  by  the  Legislature. 

5.  If  more  than  one  amendment  be  submitted,  they  shall  be  submitted 
in  such  manner  and  form  that  the  people  may  vote  for  or  against  each 
amendment  separately  and  distinctly. 

6.  If  the  proposed  amendment  or  amendments  or  any  of  them  shall 
be  approved  by  a  majority  of  the  legally  qualified  voters  of  the  State 
voting  thereon,  the  same  shall  become  part  of  the  Constitution  on  the 
thirtieth  day  after  the  election,  unless  otherwise  provided  in  the 
amendment  or  amendments. 

7.  If  at  the  election  a  proposed  amendment  shall  not  be  approved, 
neither  such  proposed  amendment  nor  one  to  effect  the  same  or  sub- 
stantially the  same  change  in  the  Constitution  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
people  before  the  third  general  election  thereafter. 

The  lawmakers  who  framed  our  state  Constitution  reaUzed  that  as  times 
change  new  conditions  would  require  some  adjustments  of  its  original  pro- 
visions. They  believed  that  the  inevitable  changes  or  amendments,  however, 
should  he  carefully  planned  to  reflect  genuine  needs.  To  prevent  unnec- 
essary alterations  these  statesmen  inserted  Article  IX  which  describes  the 
steps  that  must  be  followed  before  an  amendment  can  become  part  of  New 
Jersey's  Constitution.  First,  the  amendment  must  be  approved  either  by  three- 
fifths  of  the  members  in  each  legislative  house  during  one  session  or  by  a  ma- 
jority of  the  members  in  each  house  during  two  different  sessions.  Secondly, 
the  bill  of  amendment  must  be  submitted  to  the  voters  in  a  general  election. 
Should  they  fail  to  approve  or  ratify  the  amendment  by  a  majority,  two 
general  elections  must  pass  before  the  bill  can  again  be  submitted  for  the  ap- 
proval or  rejection  cf  the  people. 
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ARTICLE  X 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS 

1.  The  seal  of  the  State  shall  be  kept  by  the  Governor,  or  person  ad- 
ministering the  office  of  Governor,  and  used  by  him  officially,  and 
shall  be  called  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey. 

2.  All  grants  and  commissions  shall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  author- 
ity of  the  State  of  New  Jersey,  sealed  with  the  Great  Seal,  signed  by  the 
Governor,  or  person  administering  the  office  of  Governor,  and  coun- 
tersigned by  the  Secretary  of  State,  and  shall  run  thus:  "The  State  of 
New  Jersey,  to  ,  Greeting." 

3.  All  writs  shall  be  in  the  name  of  the  State.  All  indictments  shall 
conclude:  "against  the  peace  of  this  State,  the  government  and  dignity 
of  the  same." 

4.  Wherever  in  this  Constitution  the  term  "person,"  "persons,"  "peo- 
ple" or  any  personal  pronoun  is  used,  the  same  shall  be  taken  to  in- 
clude both  sexes. 

5.  Except  as  herein  otherwise  provided,  this  Constitution  shall  take 
effect  on  the  first  day  of  January  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  forty-eight. 

Paragraph  5  was  necessary  to  abolish  the  old  Constitution  on  a  given  date, 
that  is,  January  1,  1948. 


ARTICLE  XI 

SCHEDULE 

SECTION  I 


1.  This  Constitution  shall  supersede  the  Constitution  of  one  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  forty-four  as  amended. 

2.  The  Legislature  shall  enact  all  laws  necessary  to  make  this  Constitu- 
tion fully  effective. 

3.  All  law,  statutory  and  otherwise,  all  rules  and  regulations  of  ad- 
ministrative bodies  and  all  rules  of  courts  in  force  at  the  time  this 
Constitution  or  any  Article  thereof  takes  effect  shall  remain  in  full 
force  until  they  expire  or  are  superseded,  altered  or  repealed  by  this 
Constitution  or  otherwise. 
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4.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  by  this  Constitution,  all  writs,  actions, 
judgments,  decrees,  causes  of  action,  prosecutions,  contracts,  claims 
and  rights  of  individuals  and  of  bodies  corporate,  and  of  the  State, 
and  all  charters  and  franchises  shall  continue  unaffected  notwith- 
standing the  taking  effect  of  any  Article  of  this  Constitution. 

5.  All  indictments  found  before  the  taking  effect  of  this  Constitution 
or  any  Article  may  be  proceeded  upon.  After  the  taking  effect  thereof, 
indictments  for  crime  and  complaints  for  offenses  committed  prior 
thereto  may  be  found,  made  and  proceeded  upon  in  the  courts  having 
jurisdiction  thereof. 


SECTION  II 

1.  The  first  Legislature  under  this  Constitution  shall  meet  on  the  sec- 
ond Tuesday  in  January,  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and 
forty-eight. 

2.  Each  member  of  the  General  Assembly,  elected  at  the  election  in  the 
year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-seven,  shall  hold  office  for 
a  term  beginning  at  noon  of  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  in  the 
year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-eight  and  ending  at  noon 
of  the  second  Tuesday  in  January  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred and  fifty.  Each  member  of  the  General  Assembly  elected  there- 
after shall  hold  office  for  the  term  provided  by  this  Constitution. 

3.  Each  member  of  the  Senate  elected  in  the  years  one  thousand  nine 
hundred  and  forty-five  and  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-six 
shall  hold  office  for  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected.  Each  member 
of  the  Senate  elected  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
seven  shall  hold  office  for  a  term  of  four  years  beginning  at  noon  of 
the  second  Tuesday  in  January  following  his  election.  The  seats  in 
the  Senate  which  would  have  been  filled  in  the  years  hereinafter  des- 
ignated had  this  Constitution  not  been  adopted  shall  be  filled  by 
election  as  follows:  of  those  seats  which  would  have  been  filled  by 
election  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-eight,  three 
seats,  as  chosen  by  the  Senate  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  forty-eight,  shall  be  filled  by  election  in  that  year  for  terms  of 
five  years,  and  three,  as  so  chosen,  shall  be  filled  by  election  in  that 
year  for  terms  of  three  years,  and  those  seats  which  would  have  been 
filled  by  election  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
nine  shall  be  filled  by  election  in  that  year  for  terms  of  four  years, 
so  that  eleven  seats  in  the  Senate  shall  be  filled  by  election  in  the  year 
one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-one  and  every  fourth  year  there- 
after for  terms  of  four  years,  and  the  members  of  the  Senate  so 
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elected  and  their  successors  shall  constitute  one  class  to  be  elected  as 
prescribed  in  paragraph  2  of  Section  II  of  Article  IV  of  this  Consti- 
tution, and  ten  seats  shall  be  filled  by  election  in  the  year  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-three  and  every  fourth  year  thereafter  for  terms 
of  four  years,  and  the  members  of  the  Senate  so  elected  and  their 
successors  shall  constitute  the  other  class  to  be  elected  as  prescribed  in 
said  paragraph  of  this  Constitution. 

4.  The  provisions  of  Paragraph  1  of  Section  V  of  Article  IV  of  this 
Constitution  shall  not  prohibit  the  nomination,  election  or  appoint- 
ment of  any  member  of  the  Senate  or  General  Assembly  first  or- 
ganized under  this  Constitution,  to  any  State  civil  office  or  position 
created  by  this  Constitution  or  created  during  his  first  term  as  such 
member. 


SECTION  III 

1.  A  Governor  shall  be  elected  for  a  full  term  at  the  general  election  to 
be  held  in  the  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-nine  and 
every  fourth  year  thereafter. 

2.  The  taking  effect  of  this  Constitution  or  any  provision  thereof  shall 
not  of  itself  affect  the  tenure,  term,  status  or  compensation  of  any  per- 
son then  holding  any  public  office,  position  or  employment  in  this 
State,  except  as  provided  in  this  Constitution.  Unless  otherwise 
specifically  provided  in  this  Constitution,  all  constitutional  officers  in 
office  at  the  time  of  its  adoption  shall  continue  to  exercise  the  author- 
ity of  their  respective  offices  during  the  term  for  which  they  shall  have 
been  elected  or  appointed  and  until  the  qualification  of  their  succes- 
sors respectively.  Upon  the  taking  effect  of  this  Constitution  all  of- 
ficers of  the  militia  shall  retain  their  commissions  subject  to  the  pro- 
visions of  Article  V,  Section  III. 

3.  The  Legislature,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  this  Consti- 
tution, shall  prior  to  the  first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  nine  hundred 
and  forty-nine,  and  may  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  allocate  by  law 
the  executive  and  administrative  offices,  departments  and  instru- 
mentalities of  the  State  government  among  and  within  the  principal 
departments.  If  such  allocation  shall  not  have  been  completed  within 
the  time  limited,  the  Governor  shall  call  a  special  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature to  which  he  shall  submit  a  plan  or  plans  for  consideration  to 
complete  such  allocation;  and  no  other  matters  shall  be  considered  at 
such  session. 
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SECTION  IV 

1.  Subsquent  to  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  the  Governor  shall 
nominate  and  appoint,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Senate, 
a  Chief  Justice  and  six  Associate  Justices  of  the  new  Supreme  Court 
from  among  the  persons  then  being  the  Chancellor,  the  Chief  Justice 
and  Associate  Justices  of  the  old  Supreme  Court,  the  Vice  Chancellors 
and  Circuit  Court  Judges.  The  remaining  judicial  officers  enumerated 
and  such  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  as  have  been  ad- 
mitted to  the  practice  of  law  in  this  State  for  at  least  ten  years,  and  are 
in  office  on  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution,  shall  constitute  the 
Judges  of  the  Superior  Court.  The  Justices  of  the  new  Supreme  Court  and 
the  Judges  of  the  Superior  Court  so  designated  shall  hold  office  each  for 
the  period  of  his  term  which  remains  unexpired  at  the  time  the  Con- 
stitution is  adopted;  and  if  reappointed  he  shall  hold  office  during 
good  behavior.  No  Justice  of  the  new  Supreme  Court  or  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court  shall  hold  his  office  after  attaining  the  age  of  seventy 
years,  except,  however,  that  such  Justice  or  Judge  may  complete  the 
period  of  his  term  which  remains  unexpired  at  the  time  the  Constitu- 
tion is  adopted. 

2.  The  Judges  of  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  shall  constitute  the 
Judges  of  the  County  Courts,  each  for  the  period  of  this  term  which 
remains  unexpired  at  the  time  the  Judicial  Article  of  this  Constitution 
takes  effect. 

3.  The  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  the  present  Supreme  Court,  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  the  Prerogative  Court  and  the  Circuit  Courts  shall 
be  abolished  when  the  Judicial  Article  of  this  Constitution  takes  ef- 
fect; and  all  their  jurisdiction,  functions,  powers  and  duties  shall  be 
transferred  to  and  divided  between  the  new  Supreme  Court  and  the 
Superior  Court  according  as  jurisdiction  is  vested  in  each  of  them 
under  this  Constitution. 

4.  Except  as  otherwise  provided  in  this  Constitution  and  until  other- 
wise provided  by  law,  all  courts  now  existing  in  this  State,  other  than 
those  abolished  in  paragraph  3  hereof,  shall  continue  as  if  this  Consti- 
tution had  not  been  adopted,  provided,  however,  that  when  the  Ju- 
dicial Article  of  this  Constitution  takes  effect,  the  jurisdiction,  powers 
and  functions  of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  Orphans'  Court,  Court 
of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  Court  of  Quarter  Sessions  and  Court  of  Spe- 
cial Sessions  of  each  county,  the  judicial  officers,  clerks  and  employees 
thereof,  and  the  causes  pending  therein  and  their  files,  shall  be  trans- 
ferred to  the  County  Court  of  the  county.  All  statutory  provisions 
relating  to  the  county  courts  aforementioned  of  each  county  and  to 
the  Judge  or  Judges  thereof  shall  apply  to  the  new  County  Court  of 
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the  county  and  the  Judge  or  Judges  thereof,  unless  otherwise  provided 
by  law.  Until  otherwise  provided  by  law  and  except  as  aforestated, 
the  judicial  officers,  surrogates  and  clerks  of  all  courts  now  existing, 
other  than  those  abolished  in  paragraph  3  hereof,  and  the  employees 
of  said  officers,  clerks,  surrogates  and  courts  shall  continue  in  the 
exercise  of  their  duties,  as  if  this  Constitution  had  not  been  adopted. 

5.  The  Supreme  Court  shall  make  rules  governing  the  administration 
and  practice  and  procedure  of  the  County  Court;  and  the  Chief  Justice 
of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  be  the  administrative  head  of  these  courts 
with  power  to  assign  any  Judge  thereof  of  any  county  to  sit  tempo- 
rarily in  the  Superior  Court  or  to  sit  temporarily  without  the  county 
in  a  County  Court. 

6.  The  Advisory  Masters  appointed  to  hear  matrimonial  proceedings 
and  in  office  on  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution  shall,  each  for  the 
period  of  his  term  which  remains  unexpired  at  the  time  the  Constitu- 
tion is  adopted,  continue  so  to  do  as  Advisory  Masters  to  the  Chan- 
cery Division  of  the  Superior  Court,  unless  otherwise  provided  by 
law. 

7.  All  Special  Masters  in  Chancery,  Masters  in  Chancery,  Supreme 
Court  Commissioners  and  Supreme  Court  Examiners  shall,  until 
otherwise  provided  by  rules  of  the  Supreme  Court,  continue  respec- 
tively as  Special  Masters,  Masters,  Commissioners  and  Examiners 
of  the  Superior  Court,  with  appropriate  similar  functions  and  powers 
as  if  this  Constitution  had  not  been  adopted. 

8.  When  the  Judicial  Article  of  this  Constitution  takes  effect: 

(a)  All  causes  and  proceedings  of  whatever  character  pending  in  the 
Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  shall  be  transferred  to  the  new  Supreme 
Court; 

(b)  All  causes  and  proceedings  of  whatever  character  pending  on  ap- 
peal or  writ  of  error  in  the  present  Supreme  Court  and  in  the  Preroga- 
tive Court  and  all  pending  causes  involving  the  prerogative  writs  shall 
be  transferred  to  the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Superior  Court; 

(c)  All  causes  and  proceedings  of  whatever  character  pending  in  the 
Supreme  Court  other  than  those  stated  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
Superior  Court; 

(d)  All  causes  and  proceedings  of  whatever  character  pending  in  the 
Prerogative  Court  other  than  those  stated  shall  be  transferred  to  the 
Chancery  Division  of  the  Superior  Court; 

(e)  All  causes  and  proceedings  of  whatever  character  pending  in  all 
other  courts  which  are  abolished  shall  be  transferred  to  the  Superior 
Court. 
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For  the  purposes  of  this  paragraph,  paragraph  4  and  paragraph  9,  a 
cause  shall  be  deemed  to  be  pending  notwithstanding  that  an  adjudica- 
tion has  been  entered  therein,  provided  the  time  limited  for  review  has 
not  expired  or  the  adjudication  reserves  to  any  party  the  right  to  apply 
for  further  relief. 

9.  The  files  of  all  causes  pending  in  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  Clerk  of  the  new  Supreme  Court;  and  the 
files  of  all  causes  pending  in  the  present  Supreme  Court,  the  Court  of 
Chancery  and  the  Prerogative  Court  shall  be  delivered  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Superior  Court.  All  other  files,  books,  papers,  records  and 
documents  and  all  property  of  the  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  the 
present  Supreme  Court,  the  Prerogative  Court,  the  Chancellor  and  the 
Court  of  Chancery,  or  in  their  custody,  shall  be  disposed  of  as  shall 
be  provided  by  law. 

10.  Upon  the  taking  effect  of  the  Judicial  Article  of  this  Constitution, 
all  the  functions,  powers  and  duties  conferred  by  statute,  rules  or 
otherwise  upon  the  Chancellor,  the  Ordinary,  and  the  Justices  and 
Judges  of  the  courts  abolished  by  this  Constitution,  to  the  extent  that 
such  functions,  powers  and  duties  are  not  inconsistent  with  this  Con- 
stitution, shall  be  transferred  to  and  may  be  exercised  by  Judges  of  the 
Superior  Court  until  otherwise  provided  by  law  or  rules  of  the  new 
Supreme  Court;  excepting  that  such  statutory  powers  not  related  to 
the  Administration  of  justice  as  are  then  vested  in  any  such  judicial 
officers  shall,  after  the  Judicial  Article  of  this  Constitution  takes 
effect  and  until  otherwise  provided  by  law,  be  transferred  to  and 
exercised  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  new  Supreme  Court. 

11.  Upon  the  taking  effect  of  the  Judicial  Article  of  this  Constitution, 
the  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court  shall  become  the  Clerk  of  the  new 
Supreme  Court  and  shall  serve  as  such  Clerk  until  the  expiration  of 
the  term  for  which  he  was  appointed  as  Clerk  of  the  Supreme  Court, 
and  all  employees  of  the  Supreme  Court  as  previously  constituted, 
of  the  Clerk  thereof  and  of  the  Chief  Justice  and  the  Justices  thereof, 
of  the  Circuit  Courts  and  the  Judges  thereof  and  of  the  Court  of  Errors 
and  Appeals  shall  be  transferred  to  appropriate  similar  positions  with 
similar  compensation  and  civil  service  status  under  the  Clerk  of  the 
new  Supreme  Court  or  the  new  Supreme  Court,  or  the  Clerk  of  the 
Superior  Court  or  the  Superior  Court,  which  shall  be  provided  by 
law. 

12.  Upon  the  taking  effect  of  the  Judicial  Article  of  this  Constitution, 
the  Clerk  in  Chancery  shall  become  the  Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court 
and  shall  serve  as  such  Clerk  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
he  was  appointed  as  Clerk  in  Chancery,  and  all  employees  of  the 
Clerk  in  Chancery,  the  Court  of  Chancery,  the  Chancellor  and  the 
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several  Vice  Chancellors  shall  be  transferred  to  appropriate  similar 
positions  with  similar  compensation  and  civil  service  status  under  the 
Clerk  of  the  Superior  Court  or  the  Superior  Court,  which  shall  be 
provided  by  law. 

13.  Appropriations  made  by  law  for  judicial  expenditures  during  the 
fiscal  year  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty-eight,  one  thousand 
nine  hundred  and  forty-nine  may  be  transferred  to  similar  objects 
and  purposes  required  by  the  Judicial  Article. 

14.  The  Judicial  Article  of  this  Constitution  shall  take  effect  on  the 
fifteenth  day  of  September,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  forty- 
eight,  except  that  the  Governor,  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the 
Senate,  shall  have  the  power  to  fill  vacancies  arising  prior  thereto  in 
the  new  Supreme  Court  and  the  Superior  Court;  and  except  further 
that  any  provision  of  this  Constitution  which  may  require  any  act 
to  be  done  prior  thereto  or  in  preparation  therefor  shall  take  effect 
immediately  upon  the  adoption  of  this  Constitution. 


SECTION  V 

1.  For  the  purpose  of  electing  senators  in  1967  and  until  the  1970 
decennial  census  of  the  United  States  for  New  Jersey  shall  have  been 
received  by  the  Governor,  the  forty  senators  are  hereby  allocated 
among  fifteen  Senate  districts,  as  follows: 

First  District  — the  counties  of  Gloucester,  Atlantic  and  Cape  May, 
two  senators; 

Second  District— the  counties  of  Salem  and  Cumberland,  one  senator; 

Third  District  — the  county  of  Camden,  three  senators; 

Fourth  District  — the  counties  of  Burlington  and  Ocean,  two  senators; 

Fifth  District  — the  county  of  Monmouth,  two  senators; 

Sixth  District  — the  county  of  Mercer,  two  senators; 

Seventh  District  — the  county  of  Middlesex,  three  senators; 

Eighth  District  — the  county  of  Somerset,  one  senator; 

Ninth  District  — the  county  of  Union,  three  senators; 

Tenth  District— the  county  of  Morris,  two  senators; 

Eleventh  District  — the  county  of  Essex,  six  senators; 

Twelfth  District— the  county  of  Hudson,  four  senators; 
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Thirteenth  District  — the  county  of  Bergen,  five  senators; 

Fourteenth  District  — the  county  of  Passaic,  three  senators;  and 

Fifteenth  District  — the  counties  of  Sussex,  Warren  and  Hunterdon, 
one  senator. 

2.  For  the  purpose  of  electing  members  of  the  General  Assembly  and 
the  senators  from  Assembly  districts  where  so  required  in  1967  and 
until  the  1970  census  of  the  United  States  for  New  Jersey  shall  have 
been  received  by  the  Governor,  the  Assembly  districts  shall  be  estab- 
lished by  an  Apportionment  Commission  consisting  of  ten  members, 
five  to  be  appointed  by  the  chairman  of  the  State  committee  of  each 
of  the  two  political  parties  whose  candidates  for  Governor  receive 
the  largest  number  of  votes  at  the  most  recent  gubernatorial  election. 
Each  State  chairman,  in  making  such  appointments,  shall  give  due 
consideration  to  the  representation  of  the  various  geographical  areas 
of  the  State.  Such  Apportionment  Commission  shall  be  appointed 
no  earlier  than  November  10  nor  later  than  November  15,  1966,  and 
their  appointments  shall  be  certified  by  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or 
before  December  1, 1966.  The  Commission,  by  a  majority  of  the  whole 
number  of  its  members,  shall  certify  the  establishment  of  Assembly 
districts  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or  before  February  1,  1967. 

3.  If  such  Apportionment  Commission  fails  so  to  certify  the  establish- 
ment of  Assembly  districts  to  the  Secretary  of  State  on  or  before  the 
date  fixed  or  if  prior  thereto  it  determines  that  it  will  be  unable  so  to 
do,  it  shall  so  certify  to  the  Chief  Justice  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  New 
Jersey,  and  he  shall  appoint  an  eleventh  member  of  the  Commission. 
Such  Commission,  by  a  majority  of  the  whole  number  of  its  members, 
shall  within  one  month  after  the  appointment  of  such  eleventh  mem- 
ber certify  to  the  Secretary  of  State  the  establishment  of  Assembly 
districts. 

4.  The  Assembly  districts  so  established  shall  be  used  thereafter  for 
the  election  of  members  of  the  General  Assembly  and  shall  remain 
unaltered  until  the  following  decennial  census  of  the  United  States 
for  New  Jersey  shall  have  been  received  by  the  Governor. 


PLEDGE  OF  ALLEGIANCE  TO  THE  FLAG 


/  pledge  allegiance  to  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  to  the  Republic  for  which  it  stands,  one  Nation  under  God, 
indivisible,  with  liberty  and  justice  for  all. 


HISTORY  OF  THE  FLAG 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


The  flag  of  the  United  States,  popularly  called  the  Stars  and  Stripes  and 
Old  Glory,  is  the  fourth  oldest  of  the  national  standards  of  the  world.  It  is 
indeed  older  than  the  Union  Jack  of  Great  Britain  or  the  Tricolor  of  France. 

Banners  of  different  design  were  used  by  the  thirteen  colonies  and  military 
commands  during  the  early  days  of  the  American  Revolution.  Prominent 
among  them  were  the  "Pine  Tree"  and  "Rattlesnake"  flags  with  various 
decorations  and  mottoes. 

On  January  1,  1776,  the  day  the  Continental  army  came  into  existence,  a  new 
flag  was  unfurled  by  General  George  Washington  in  the  American  lines  be- 
sieging Boston.  The  flag  had  thirteen  stripes,  alternate  red  and  white,  with 
the  British  crosses  of  St.  George  and  St.  Andrew  on  a  blue  field  in  the  canton 
or  union.  This  was  known  as  the  Grand  Union  flag.  Its  display  preceded  the 
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adoption  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  and  meant  that  the  colonies 
had  not  wholly  broken  from  the  mother  country. 

A  number  of  hastily  improvised  flags  with  thirteen  stripes  were  used  as 
national  or  regimental  standards  and  ships  colors  during  the  American 
Revolution.  On  June  14,  1777  the  Second  Continental  Congress  enacted  a 
resolution  "that  the  flag  of  the  United  States  be  thirteen  stripes,  alternate  red 
and  white,  that  the  union  be  thirteen  stars,  white  in  a  blue  field,  representing 
a  new  constellation."  In  remembrance  of  that  occasion,  June  14th  is  celebrated 
as  Flag  Day. 

On  January  13, 1794,  after  Vermont  and  Kentucky  joined  the  union.  Congress 
voted  that  the  flag  should  have  fifteen  stripes,  alternate  red  and  white,  and 
fifteen  white  stars  in  a  blue  field  in  the  union.  This  was  the  flag  flown  at 
Fort  McHenry,  during  its  shelling  by  British  men-of-war,  that  inspired 
Francis  Scott  Key,  in  1814,  to  write  the  verses  of  the  "Star-Spangled  Banner." 

On  April  4,  1818  Congress  passed  an  act  providing  that  thirteen  stripes, 
symbolizing  the  thirteen  original  colonies,  be  restored  on  the  American  flag. 
It  stipulated  that  whenever  a  new  state  was  admitted  to  the  union,  another 
star  should  be  added  the  following  July  4th.  Since  the  admission  of  Alaska 
and  Hawaii,  our  flag  now  has  fifty  five-pointed  stars  arranged  in  nine  hori- 
zontal rows  of  alternating  six  and  five  stars. 


THE  CODE  OF  THE  FLAG 
OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 


The  following  flag  code  was  drawn  up  and  endorsed  in  1923  by  the  Flag 
Conference,  composed  of  representatives  of  the  American  Legion  and  other 
patriotic  bodies.  In  1924,  this  code  was  revised  and  confirmed  by  a  second 
conference.  A  resolution  of  Congress,  adopted  in  1942,  made  the  flag  code  a 
law. 


PROPER  MANNER  OF  DISPLAYING  THE  FLAG 

1.  The  Flag  should  be  displayed  only  from  sunrise  to  sunset,  or  be- 
tween such  hours  as  may  be  designated  by  proper  authority.  It  should 
be  hoisted  briskly  but  should  be  lowered  ceremoniously.  The  Flag 
should  be  displayed   on   all   National    and   State   holidays   and   on 
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historic  and  special  occasions.  (However,  being  the  emblenn  of  our 
country,  it  ought  to  fly  from  every  flagpole  every  day  throughout 
the  year,  weather  permitting.) 

2.  When  carried  in  a  procession  with  another  flag  or  flags,  the  Flag  of 
the  United  States  of  America  should  be  either  on  the  marching  right, 
or  when  there  is  a  line  of  other  flags,  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of 
America  may  be  in  front  of  the  center  of  that  line. 

3.  When  displayed  with  another  flag  against  a  wall  from  crossed  staffs, 
the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America  should  be  on  the  right,  and 
its  staff  should  be  in  front  of  the  staff  of  the  other  flag. 

4.  When  a  number  of  flags  of  States  or  cities  or  pennants  are  grouped 
and  displayed  from  staffs  with  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  Ameri- 
ca, the  latter  should  be  at  the  center  or  at  the  highest  point  of  the 
group. 

5.  When  flags  of  States  or  cities  or  pennants  of  societies  are  flown 
on  the  same  halyard  with  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  latter  should  always  be  at  the  peak.  When  flown  from  adjacent 
staffs  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America  should  be  hoisted  first 
and  lowered  last.  No  such  flag  or  pennant  flown  in  the  former  position 
should  be  placed  above,  or  in  the  latter  position  to  the  right  of  the 
Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America,  i.  e.,  to  the  observer's  left. 

6.  When  flags  of  two  or  more  nations  are  displayed  they  should  be 
flown  from  separate  staffs  of  the  same  height  and  the  flags  should  be 
of  approximately  equal  size.  International  usage  forbids  the  display 
of  the  flag  of  one  nation  above  that  of  another  nation  in  time  of  peace. 

7.  When  the  Flag  is  displayed  from  a  staff  projecting  horizontally  or 
at  an  angle  from  the  window  sill,  balcony,  or  front  of  building,  the 
union  of  the  Flag  should  go  clear  to  the  peak  of  the  staff  unless  the 
Flag  is  at  half-staff.  (When  the  Flag  is  suspended  over  a  sidewalk  from 
a  rope,  extending  from  a  house  to  a  pole  at  the  edge  of  the  sidewalk, 
the  Flag  should  be  hoisted  out  from  the  building  towards  the  pole, 
union  first.) 

8.  When  the  Flag  is  displayed  in  a  manner  other  than  by  being  flown 
from  a  staff,  it  should  be  displayed  flat,  whether  indoors  or  out.  When 
displayed  either  horizontally  or  vertically  against  a  wall,  the  union 
should  be  uppermost  and  to  the  Flag's  own  right,  i.  e.,  to  the  observer's 
left.  When  displayed  in  a  window  it  should  be  displayed  the  same  way, 
that  is,  with  the  union  or  blue  field  to  the  left  of  the  observer  in  the 
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street.  When  festoons,  rosettes,  or  drapings  are  desired,  bunting  of 
blue,  white,  and  red  should  be  used,  but  never  the  Flag. 

9.  When  displayed  over  the  middle  of  the  street,  the  Flag  should  be 
suspended  vertically  with  the  union  to  the  north  in  an  east  and  west 
street  or  to  the  east  in  a  north  and  south  street. 

10.  When  used  on  a  speaker's  platform,  the  Flag,  if  displayed  flat, 
should  be  displayed  above  and  behind  the  speaker.  If  flown  from  a 
staff  it  should  be  in  the  position  of  honor,  at  the  speaker's  right.  It 
should  never  be  used  to  cover  the  speaker's  desk  nor  to  drape  over  the 
front  of  the  platform. 

11.  When  used  in  connection  with  the  unveiling  of  a  statue  or  monu- 
ment, the  Flag  should  form  a  distinctive  feature  during  the  ceremony, 
but  the  Flag  itself  should  never  be  used  as  the  covering  for  the  statue. 

12.  When  flown  at  half-staff,  the  Flag  should  be  hoisted  to  the  peak  for 
an  instant  and  then  lowered  to  the  half-staff  position;  but  before 
lowering  the  Flag  for  the  day  it  should  be  raised  again  to  the  peak. 
By  half-staff  is  meant  hauling  down  the  Flag  to  one-half  the  distance 
between  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  staff.  If  local  conditions  require, 
divergence  from  this  position  is  permissible.  On  Memorial  Day,  May 
30th,  the  Flag  is  displayed  at  half-staff  from  sunrise  until  noon  and  at 
full  staff  from  noon  until  sunset;  for  the  Nation  lives  and  the  Flag  is 
the  symbol  of  the  living  Nation. 

13.  Flags  flown  from  fixed  staffs  are  placed  at  half-staff  to  indicate 
mourning.  When  the  Flag  is  displayed  on  a  small  staff,  as  when  carried 
in  a  parade,  mourning  is  indicated  by  attaching  two  streamers  of  black 
crepe  to  the  spear  head,  allowing  the  streamers  to  fall  naturally. 
Crepe  is  used  on  the  flagstaff  only  by  order  of  the  President. 

14.  When  the  Flag  is  displayed  in  the  body  of  the  church,  it  should  be 
from  a  staff  placed  in  the  position  of  honor  at  the  congregation's  right 
as  they  face  the  clergyman.  The  service  flag,  the  State  flag  or  other  flag 
should  be  at  the  left  of  the  congregation.  In  the  chancel  or  on  the 
platform,  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America  should  be  placed 
at  the  clergyman's  right  as  he  faces  the  congregation  and  the  other 
flags  at  his  left. 

15.  When  the  Flag  is  in  such  a  condition  that  it  is  no  longer  a  fitting 
emblem  for  display,  it  should  not  be  cast  aside  or  used  in  any  way 
that  might  be  viewed  as  disrespectful  to  the  National  colors,  but 
should  be  destroyed  as  a  whole  privately,  preferably  by  burning  or 
by  some  other  method  in  harmony  with  the  reverence  and  respect 
we  owe  to  the  emblem  representing  our  Country. 
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CAUTIONS 

1.  Do  not  permit  disrespect  to  be  shown  to  the  Flag  of  the  United 
States  of  America. 

2.  Do  not  dip  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America  to  any  person 
or  any  thing.  The  regimental  color.  State  flag,  organization  or  in- 
stitutional flag  will  render  this  honor. 

3.  Do  not  display  the  Flag  with  the  union  down  except  as  a  signal  of 
distress. 

4.  Do  not  place  any  other  flag  or  pennant  above  or,  if  on  the  same 
level,  to  the  right  of  the  Flag  of  the  United  States  of  America. 

5.  Do  not  let  the  Flag  touch  the  ground  or  the  floor,  or  trail  in  the 
water. 

6.  Do  not  place  any  object  or  emblem  of  any  kind  on  or  above  the  Flag 
of  the  United  States  of  America. 

7.  Do  not  use  the  Flag  as  drapery  in  any  form  whatsoever.  Use 
bunting  of  blue,  white,  and  red. 

8.  Do  not  fasten  the  Flag  in  such  manner  as  will  permit  it  to  be  easily 
torn. 

9.  Do  not  drape  the  Flag  over  the  hood,  top,  sides,  or  back  of  a  vehicle, 
or  of  a  railway  train  or  boat.  When  the  Flag  is  displayed  on  a  motor 
car,  the  staff  should  be  affixed  firmly  to  the  chassis,  or  clamped  to  the 
radiator  cap. 

10.  Do  not  display  the  Flag  on  a  float  in  a  parade  except  from  a  staff. 

11.  Do  not  use  the  Flag  as  a  covering  for  a  ceiling. 

12.  Do  not  carry  the  Flag  flat  or  horizontally,  but  always  aloft  and 
free. 

13.  Do  not  use  the  Flag  as  a  portion  of  a  costume  or  of  an  athletic 
uniform.  Do  not  embroider  it  upon  cushions  or  handkerchiefs  nor 
print  it  on  paper  napkins  or  boxes. 

14.  Do  not  put  lettering  of  any  kind  upon  the  Flag. 

15.  Do  not  use  the  Flag  in  any  form  of  advertising  nor  fasten  an  ad- 
vertising sign  to  a  pole  from  which  the  Flag  is  flown. 

16.  Do  not  display,  use  or  store  the  Flag  in  such  a  manner  as  will  per- 
mit it  to  be  easily  soiled  or  damaged. 


THE  STATE  FLAG 
OF  NEW  JERSEY 


The  Flag  of  the  State  of  New  Jersey  is  buff  and  Jersey  blue.  In  the  center  are  the 
arms  of  the  state.  This  brief  description  suggests  a  wealth  of  historical  tradition 
that  makes  the  flag  a  very  real  symbol  of  New  Jersey's  past  and  a  subject  of 
lively  interest  to  every  patriotic  citizen. 

The  buff  field  of  the  flag  is  the  same  color  as  the  flag  used  by  the  New  Jersey 
colonial  troops,  and  with  the  blue  of  the  escutcheon  preserves  the  memory  of 
the  buff  and  blue  uniforms  prescribed  by  General  George  Washington  for  the 
New  Jersey  regiments  in  the  Revolution. 

The  arms  are  those  specified  in  1776  for  the  Great  Seal  of  the  State  ordered  by 
the  first  Legislature.  They  show  three  plows  on  a  blue  field,  signifying  the 
agricultural  pursuits  of  the  State  at  the  time,  with  Liberty  and  Ceres,  the 
goddess  of  grain  and  harvest,  as  supporters.  Liberty,  bearing  the  symbolic 
liberty  cap  upon  a  staff,  stands  on  the  left,  and  Ceres,  holding  her  horn  of 
plenty,  stands  on  the  right.  The  crest  is  a  horse's  head  set  upon  a  helmet  and 
wreath.  The  state  flag  may  be  displayed  on  all  occasions  whenever  it  is  appro- 
priate and  lawful  to  display  the  Flag  of  the  United  States. 
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MEMORIES  OF  SCHOOL  DAYS 
My  Teachers 


MEMORIES  OF  SCHOOL  DAYS 
My  Classmates 


/ 


